POLITICKE. 
AN APOLOGIE FOR THE GE. 
nerall cauſe of Reformation, written againſtthe 
Jdlaunders ofthePopeand the League. 


Whew 
HE KING: 


RO RAT Iuers men finding them [elues in like 

Ws Ante; werden wage each. of 0- 

| V9 thers caſe then any one that hath not 

WELD experimented the like,as for example, 

ew. | $ no mican better iudge of the charges 

{8 wnd expences that a man hath bene at 

EVI, i» the purſate of ſome proceſſe , then 
he that hath bene at the like. 

This doe I ſay, Syr , ſith there is nothing more daunge- 
rows then ſclaunder , and that no man can better indge of 
the pernerſneſſe thereof ,then ſuch as hane both taſted and 
rryed it . Soit us that the Reformed Princes bane bene ſclan- 
dered by the Pope , vwwho hath noted them of hereſie : and in 
my opinis your Maieſtic ci beſt iudge of the iniurie done n+ 
Fo them , as haning in your ſelfe tried the sharpneſſe of the 
' -dertes f, ſelander , for your Maieſftie hawe vuith the like 

dartes bene atteinted, no leſſe pernitiouſly and maliciouſly 
then the Reformed Princes,coſidering that the ſclander r44- 
| = ſed yponyour Majeſtic rvy as both undjrett and ſecret but 
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tbe ſame vuherevvith the Reformed. Princes are charged, 
open, Now isit aplaine caſe that a ſecret enemy is more 


ous then an open and fo conſequently they that hae 
tonghed your Maieſtie wvith ſuch 4 ſclander hearing you 
”. invvard malice, are 


wherevvith the | 
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s vrell enough knovuen , andthe aunſuvere thereto , to- 
ether wvith their iuſt defence, shall in my opinion \ be 
peremptorily enou 7h intreated of in this preſent Treatiſe. 
But the [claunaer vihereywith the Pope dah charge your 
Ataieſtie deſerueth the laying open, becauſe that being both 
ſecret andindireft ,it hath neuertbsleſſe # mare venimous 
rayle then the tayle of a Scorpion andof the ſame nature:for 
the vyound tan hardly be cured,but by the death of theby- 
ter , If the Pope conld hane burdened your Mateftiz vwith 
hereſicut us eniaent that he wwould not haue ſpared you : but 
your Maeſtie aus al vyayt$ beve ſo good a Catholick, that 
he could not atcuſe you of bereſie , but ie muſt firſt haue con- 
aemned him ſelfe and therefore ſeeing hat vvay wvould 


not ſerne , he hath ſour htout an ather : for pu4'r hand he 


hath ſpread abroad ſundry brutes & nevyes importing that 
vour HMaieſtie do fauour hereticks, and hane about you thoſe 
that take part wuithheretickes', and theſe rumors hath he 
diſperſed,not onely in France but through all Italic, Germa- 
are and other places. Now therfore let your Maieſtie mdge 
vohbat mn impreſiro this may leaue inthe harts of the people, 


; andwvuhat aconſequence this attion dravveth after it your 


HMajeſtie may thrreby read in the hartes of the Pope 6+ the 
Leaewe,c> turning the leafe nener ſo litle may knouy their 
ariftes,togither vutth the conſequence of the matter: That 
1, that the Pope ſeeketh firſt to vueaken the part of the Re- 
formation, that it may fland as an © in algoriſme , anancxt 
to bring in the Councill of Trent and the Inquiſition, foro 
authoriſe the League eurn aboue your Maicſtic; ſaas no 
man may ſpeake amiſſe of the Pope or the League , but he a, 
shall ſodenly be caſt intopriſon: apdthat once brought to 


paſſe, the next muſt be to laybands vpon your ſelfe,ana bhry 
you in ſome Monaſteric; I ſafbmrit , becauſe ſo you etl b 


E 


, _- 
FORS 
_— 


Suble othieoveldean Fg by Faife peaches actors. 
ding to the impreſſions afore han 9 your Mazeſtie 
having fauored the heretickes,are by his holmeſſe depoſed 
from the crouwne and the Cardinal of Bourbon declared 
next, but ynmeet for ſaxcofoon,mdaherefore that he vuill 
ſet wp ſuch aone of the League as shall be at his denotion: 
this 1 ſay will he doe, if your Pc take not the better 
bed, cn onide not in time for it , Neither hall he doe 
hath not already bene done to your predeceſ” 
= Fu. eftates the Popes Artur when there. 
VU no (peach of Reformation, but oneiy vpon mallice that 
they bare to the Ak £50 vob. Erich Church.._And al/e 
albeit your Maieſh, of the Popes yoke , yet 
should you doe not r but es your reaece(ſours haue 
fie the $4 Sandtion, neither 
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45 might be Fray 
all zo the Clergie,as 
they be hurtfull tos e people detth 


- rare declaye. 
Fer he e geople os bene at reſt loop League troubled 


all Fraunce,and therefore it isa matter that cencerneth all, 
neither is there any other meanes to remedie it, but by cha- 


king of the Popes yoke your predtceſſours haue done it | for 4 

ſmaller matter ,not in reſpect of Reformation, neither did 
king Henry the vis .i England sbake jt for Reformation, 
but for he ſlate : And this Iawvill aayout.that thelibertie 
aud partie of the Councell of. Nice uhh wieder Crane js 
better for France andthe ſtate thereof then the yoke of the 
Tridextine Councel thatths | League requiret, I callt bh: 
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 bertie , becauſe in the time of the Nicene Councell there 
0045 no Popiih yoke and puritie, for that thi there vas no 
ſuperſtitivs . But albeit your Maieſtie vvill not come neare | 
to that point , yet can you not eſcape the Popes ſuperſtitions ./ 


prattiſes , but by renouncing the Papacie, after the example 
of your pen, 19 aefires , and as king Henry the eight 
of England put in effect , not for Reformation , but for the 
Hate . For it is moſt certaine that the Pope hath no powvey 
to hurt any ,but his ouyne fattion,or ſuch as hae any dea- 
ling wvith him: but tothoſe that haue forſaken him , his 
poyſon ts ſpit, his powvey to hurt ts ended, and his endenors 
are quayled and made of no effett . Had king Henry of Eng- 
land (till followed him , he vyould either by guile , excom- 
munications,or croiſades, have thundered againſt him , but 
haning caſt him of , the Pope might like 8 Cerberus with 
hu three heades crovuned wvith three crowynes haue bay- 
ked at him, but byte hecould not . The like will it be 
wvith all that forſake him , vel he may barke , but not 
byte, your Maieſtie may knovy vwyhat difference there 
is betyweene the fidelitie of the Reformed and the conſÞi- 
racies of the League : The Reformed will dye in your ſer- 
wice : but the Pope by the Letgne, ſecketh to make your Ma- 
reſtie odjous to your ſubiettes, and to other Princes and 
people about you, by miniſtring unto them ſuch vyicked 
impreſfions by their ſecret ſelaunders . It is a gooaly mat- 
ter to knovy vohom to truft, and vyhom to take beede of, 
neither wwyonder I but at one thing, vvhich © , that the 
Sorboniſtes bhaning afore time denounced a Pope an here- 
ticke, that the Clergie haue not as yet declared this a ſehiſe 
maticke , for raiſms ſo great a ſchiſme in Europe , but eſþe- 
cially for itirring wp the ſubreftes again#t their king in 
Fraunce , 1vvill not any further djlate pon theſe mat - 

ters, 


i 

ters , vwohich ave ſufficiently knovven to your Maieſtie, 
and Kinges loue breuitie . I haue no more to ſay , but to pray 
wnto the Lord to bleſſe and proſper your Crovuyne , and to 
make your ſcepter to ſprout , florrshe and bring forth fruit? 
as he did thoſe of Exechias and loſias . From London this 
12 , of December, 15 88. 

Your Maieſties moſt humble , obedjent 

and faithful ſubiett, 


lohn Fregeuille of Gaur, 


rx 
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AN APOLOGIE FOR 


THE GENERAL CAVSE OF 


REFORMATION, AGAINST THE 
SCLANDERS OF THE POPE AND 
THE LEAGVYE 


THEDL TREATISE. 


& Oore is that garden wherin there grow- 1 
qa © cth but one hearbe,and wretched 15 that 
orchard that yeldeth but one kinde of 
fruit . But the exccllencie of that or- 
chard which God hum ſelfeplanted 1n 
the beginning of the world, hath he de» 
clared in cauſing it to bring forth all 
| kinde of fruits , cuen the tree of know- Gen,z 9. 

ledgx of good and cull , and the tree of 

life : albeit our ſclues now flaue, od beprayſcd, a more exccl- 

lent orchard then that , which yeldeth ſuch fruit as is more 
; Pretious,rich. pleaſant,and in cxcelleacic without compariſon. 

his our orchard is planted inthe garden plot of new Ierufa- Aroceuy.s, 
lem,and aaron mob on heauens to drefſet , or 
to cate the fruicts thereof . For this Icruſalem is diſcended our 
of heauen , ſo that we may vpon carth be conuerſant there- 
in , but with aſpirituall and hcauenly conucrſation . This our 
orchard 15 the orchard of Gods word, wherein among all other 
fruits which with infinitediuerſitie dogrow therein, we may 
alſo finde the tree of good and cuill , which is the law , and the 
rH ens oY c of pon (eu, 
becauſe thereby we may daſcerne the zAs 5, ' 
Paulc {heweth , where hc EIT lay we hauc the Ras.7. 7, 
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knowlcdgeof finne : And as for the the Goſpell, who can des 
nieit to be the tree of life;cuen of life eucrlaſting?and our ſclues 
do know.that in ſundry parts of this new Citi is planted that 
free of life, which bearcth ewelue fruits,according tothe twelue 
ſeaſons of the yeare, whoſe leaucs do ſcrue for the health of the 
Gentiles . Now when a gardener or any other that cnioycth the 
fru&s of a garden;purpoleth to fealt his frendes, he preſeneeth 
them not'with one onely ſorte of fruit, albeit he iudgeit ro be 
the beſt, but offereth them ſundry kigdes , ſo to pleaſure them 
with cthechoile , knowing that there 1s as great duerſitic in 
the taltes,as in che kindes, and that it is recreation to wudge of 
varicticof taſtes , becauſe varictie delighteth . But they which 
purpole to entertaine the gueites at the mariage of the lambe, 
mult likewiſe out of the Lordes gardens choſe ſundry fruits, 
wherewith to contentthe bridegromes friendes,and to ſatisfie 
the diuerſitic of their taſtes or judgements, according to which 
rule haue we out of this heaucnly orchard gathered fruidts ad- 
monitorien{truftiue, Deume and Politicke , which are ſundry 


. reaſons of divers fortes , whereof ſome beadmonitorie, othery, 


inſtrutiue ſome Denine,and others Politick as hauing reſpe&t 
to the divers 1adgementes of men , of whom ſomemay beled 
and kept in awe with ſmmple admonition,where others require 
ſomewhat of greater force for their better in{truftions nd vn 
to ſuch muſt be exhibited reaſons inſtruttiue: Others thereare 
likewifeof Mary Magdalencs diſpoſition ſuch as chole the bet- 
tcr pait, to whom we muſt propound reaſons Theological: 


others againe do reſemble Martha , whoſe hartes are ſet vpon 


the affaires of this world, & to thoſe mult we deliuer reaſons of 


Pollicie, and after the example of S.Paule,giue milk to ſuch as 
can not brook any other foode,and ſtronger meat to thoſe that 
haue ſtronger ſtomacke Neither are Politick reaſons vtterly to 
be diſdained fith God him ſelfe vouchlafed to eſtabhith a Polt- 
eicke goucrnetnent in Ifraell , as well as to inſtrutt the conlci- 
ences . And if any perſon be vncapable of higher matters, 
and neuertheleſſe may be brought by Politickereafons to doe 
his duetie, why ſhall we forbeare to1nſtrutt himby ſuch rea- 
ſons as heis moſt cagableof? And therefore haik we forborne 
| nothing 
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nothing that we hauc thought mighe ſceme to induce men to 
the knowledge ofthe the performance of their due» 
tics, yca we are perſwaded that we haue brought a fruit of no 
ſinall conſequence to all Europe, in that we by reaſons 
aſwell Deuine as Polutick , that the truth whereof we here cn- 
treat , is both fit ſor the conſcience , and commodious to = 
many, who haue accoumpted the truth to be in deede conue- 
nient to the conſcience, but hurtfull to the (tate. and the reaſon 
that led them fo to iudge , was becauſe they mdged but ſlen- 
derly of matters depending vpon the truth, which not» 
withſtanding do to le{le mainteine Pollicic in the generall c- 
ſtatc of a people , then conſcience 1n the perſon of euery Chri- 
ſtan : and therefore we will deuide this preſent Treatiſe into 
two partes, whereof the one ſhall be diſcuſled by reafons The- 
ologicall,the other by reaſons Politicall, which Treatiſe we do 
name T7 he Reformed Politich , becauſe that in the ſame we doe 
mainteine Reformation for the molt part by Politick reaſons, 
albeit we hope ſhortly to ſecond it with Deune, | 
Church goucrnement,tothe end to then that paerikich 
ſcemeth the weaker, albeit of it {elfe it be cnough. 
. - Nothing in the olde ſerpent is more ancient then 
whereof he 15 the father ,netther is there any thing more 


of his ſclander is no other 


that is, a ſclanderer . T he obiet 


the God and his Church,for vp6 what reaſon ſhould he ſclan 2113.26 


der his owne ? ſo thouldhe him ſclfe againſt himſclte, 
and worke his owne deſtrution ſoas bis kin could not 
itand. But he is notalhamed to ſdlander God, and to gaineſy 


his wade: for when God ſaid to Adann, T how ſoalr dye 
death, he fearcd not tocontrary him layi 
the death , fo that alba this fpeach Satan was nof in cucry 
reſpedt contradictoric to: Gods , yetwas-/ithis:intent to gain- 
ſay God.For themcaning of Gods words ſtretched to the cter- 
nall death , whereof man made him ſelfe guiltie the ſeife ſame 
day that he tranſgreſſed Gods commandement-z but Satan 
> AI EDIERNIT 1 
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bar to Satan chen ſclander, whereupon he us called che Deuill, /4**-3:44- 
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other death,and therfore meant by contrary= 


4: 
had ſpoken of any 
ing that point to make God a lyer, and not that onely, but alſo 
to bring of God into ſuſpition of enuic, as vnder hand taxing 
him co enuie mans felicitic , as if God had forbidden man the 
eating of the tree of good and cuill,for feare leaſt he ſhould be- 
come like vnto God, by the knowledge of good and cuill. As 
for our Lord Teſus Chriſt,it is not to be doubted but the deuill 
hath ſclandered lum. For what greater ſclander would any man 


haue the ſclanderoully to put him to death?So that if Satan en- 


1»/n.13.27 tered into Judas togither with the ſoppe,tothe end co cauſe him 


M&.12, 


to bring his treaſon to effe , who doubtcth but he had like- 
wiſe quoifed the Scnibes and Phariſcis,to make thementerpriſe 
the death of the ſonne of God? which being ſo,who can doubt 
but thoſe goodly titles that the Phariſcis gaue to our Lord le- 
ſus Chriſt,were forged intheſame ſhop and by theſame work- 
mi2who charged our Lord that by Beelzebubthe Prince of de- 
uils hecaſt out deuils?If che he durſtſo ſhamelelly ſer him (elfe 
againſt God & his only ſonne,is it any marue!l that he dare ſer 
vpon men theſcruants of God,bruting abroad in all places,that 
the faithfull which ſerue God vnder the puritic of Reforma- 
tion are heretickes? We are therefore to know that as to Satan 
there is nothing more familicr then toſclander God,ChriftIc- 
ſus,and his faichfull members:ſo is there nothing more familiar 
to the faithfull, then to ſee them ſelues ſclandered by the old 
ſcrpent and his angels , which are his members and ſuppoſts. 
And this is ſo familiar andordinarie to thethat there needeno . 
example. For we know what ſclanders and perſecutions Gods 


4 = le haue endured by ſtrangers ,and the rophetes by their | 


en, in ſo much that it is written, that no Prophet hath 
bene put to death but in Hicruſalem. And this teacheth vs that 
euen ſuchas in outward profeſſion ſecme to be Gods people; 
do for the moſt perſecute Gods cleft, and thoſe who he 


will ani rheythran the broad way that leadeth to 


deſtruction.For as they that among the Iſraelites ſacrificed vn- 
co Baal,did which bowed nct vnto him, eut {6 
inthe Church which is termed Chriſti, they that folow like ſu- 
perltitions,do perſecutethole that yill not cleauc to the _ 
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For this cauſe in the Apocalypſe the Church which is com» 4vc.th 


ared to a woman enuironed with the ſunne, crowned with 1. 
ſtarres,(tanding vpon the moone;is notably ſaid tobe ſent in- 
cothe erildernetle by the two winges of the great eagle. Which 
great cagle hath relation to the Romaine Empire and the de- 
pendances thereof, as 1s the Papacie, wich hath brought this 
woman into the wilderneſle, where being,ſhe is comparcd toa 
mightie harlot holding a cup full of the abhomination of her 
whoredomes,whichare the ſuperſtitions that ſeparate vs from 
the deſolate woman , and repleniſhed with the bloud of the 
Martyrs,whuch hath bene ſhed becauſe they would not cleaue 
to theſe ſuperſtitions . Eucn as the Idolatrous Church of Iſra- 
ell perſecuted the true faithfull which ſerued God in pureneſſe, 
ſoalſo the deſolate and ſuper{titious Church amsg the Chriſti- 
ans,doth perſecute the faithfull,that ſeeke to ſerue God y 
and without ſuperſtition . But withall the examples of the pa- 
cienceof che futhfull in old tyme ſhould be vnto vs a miror of 
pacience:and the promiſes of our deliverance which God hath 
made vs,ought to be as it were oyle to refreſh thelampe of our 
hope, as alſo theſe fatherly correRions ſhould be a a. re 
vnto vs,that God accompteth vs his children , to the end that 
we walke worthcly,as chuldren of ſuch a father, ſeparating our 
ſelues from the vanitic and frowardnefle of the world, to fol- 
low the truth in abandoning vanitic : and ſecking to ouer- 


come the world by that faith,which is the IeT wi er, ary 
faith with charitie, zeale,ſinceritic, truth and the feare of 
Now the cauſe why we ſee that the faithfull are ordinarily per- 
ſecuted , not onely by ſtrangers,but alſo by thoſe that aduow 
chem ſelues to be the people of God,and of his Church js , be- 
cauſc that in the Church there be both of the children of Agar 
and of the children of Sara, and thechildren of Agar do vſual- 
ly deſpiſc and perſecute the children of Sara:albeit to their own 
| harmes. And lacobalſo was an exile 20,yeares in aforcmn land, 
for feare of his brother Eſau: ſo doe we ordinanly {ce in che 
Church of God,that they chat are borne after the fleſh doe per- 
ſccute thole that are borne after the proiniſe, appertainin to 
Gods eleQion. T he aduerſarics of the Reformation do fay ha 
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Bf 
' the Reformed ate heretickes, whereto 1 aunſwere, that reaſon 


maketh the man,& truth the Chriſtia, To ſpeake without rea- 
ſon 15 not the part of a man, but to bable:and to ſpeake againſt 
the truth , by charging any one in that which concernetk the 
conſcience, 15 to ({: der,and it 15 the deuils rhetorick.Chiſhan 
Religion is not built ypon auctoritie bue vpon truth,not vpon 
the auctoritieof men. but vpon the truth chat is of God: It the 
aduerſaries of Reformation ſhould be driuen to prouc their ac- 
cuſationby reaſon and truth,they would be ſhreudly troubled, 
and we may plainly fay that they could not do it : becauſe that 
either they arc 1gnorant wherein Reformation doth conſiſt, or 
if they know they can not taxe it of herefie without ſpeaking 
again(t their owne conſciences , and therefore we will entreat 
vp5 this point ,to the end that in few wordes it may manifeſtly 
appeare, that there is no herefie in Reformation, and alſo chat 
all chat the Reformed are charged withall is but ſclander. 
Ie is the part of a good archer tofinde the whiteat the firſt 
viewand to hit it with the firſt ſhaft,and he ſhall be deemed a 
ood and expert maſter,ſo that it come not by chance.S.Paule 
Fach ſhewed the excellecie of his arte,in that with one only ar« 
row he reached the end of the law,and with an-other the mark 
that was ſet vpas the end of the Goſpell. The arrow wherewith 
he hath hit the endof the law, was but one onely worde,vnder 
the which he hath comprehended the whole doftrine of the 


Rom.13.11 Jayy , and that is, Charitie,and the ſhaft wherewith he pierced 
Gal 5.14 the mark of the Goſpell , isalſothis onely word, Faith, where 


Gal.z.5- 


vnder he hath alſo comprchended the whole dotrine of the 
Goſpell . Now then if any man would know wherein conſi- 
ſteth the difference betweene Reformation and the dorine 
ecrmed Catholick: it is in the ſuperſtition. For take the ſuper- 
ſtition our of that Religion , which in name 15 termed Catho- 
lick,and there will remaine no difference betweene the Catho- 
lick,and the Reformed, and thereforeI appeale to the rudge- 
ment ofany diſcret perſon in echis'caſe, videl. whether it be he- 
reſ1e not tocleaue to ſuperſtition: for if it be hereſie, Reforma- 
tion may be taxed of heieſie:but if it be no herefie,they which 
terme them {clues Catholickes, can not taxeReformation with 
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» 
fiereſie,vnleſſe it be with ſclander . For Reformation differreth 
not from the Catholicke Religion but in one point , which is 
ſuperſtition. 

Many there be that haue formed them*Chimeres c6cerning 
Reformation as imagining 1t toconlilt in thoſe things wherein * The name 
it doth not conſiſt and whereot ſome haue ſpoken lightly , and that catierh 
others haue iudged raſhly,cach condemming it for want of yn- fi* ot of 
derſtanding,ſome haue perſwaded them ſclues that they vnder- haung the 
ſtood 1t very well,and yet neuer tooke paines to ſeeke into the _— wo 


depth of it . There are that haue thought Reformation to'con- ly of 2 goar, 
Gitin ouerthrowing theeſtat of the Clergie,and this foreiudge- = pet 
ment hath bene a greater hinderance to Reformation then the 
weapons of the Leaguers , For it is certaine that had the 

Clergie ſuppoſed , that they might vnder Reformation haue 

enioyed their eſtate they would haue craucd it , tothe ende to 

haue ſhaken of the yoke of ſuperſtition, which is burdenſome 

to the greatelt part of them , and therefore they neuer retained 

ſu tion , but for their eſtates ſake : and if the Clergie 

had admitted Reformation,the people would alſo haueembra- 

ſed it , and ſohad the Popes partakers bene vnarmed , and 

haue had no meanes to enterpriſe the League : and we forti- 

fied with thoſe that doe now ſtrengthen our aduerſaries fa- 

Aion . True itis that whe the bridegromecalleth the gueſtes to Lake. 14. 
the mariage, there is no excuſcof buying of land or vines that 7: 

may ſerue, or withhold vs. Yea we muſteuen renoiiceall goods £44 +14. 
and come to Chriſt when he calleth,and yet 1t doth not follow 33* 

that we mult binde men to buy Reformation with the loſle of 

their goods. Amog,the aduerfaries to Reformatis, this preſup- 

poſe hath chrough the Popes ſubtiltic had courſe: But what?le- 

ſus Chriſt proteſted that he came not to aboliſh the law, but to 

fulfill it, & reprouing the faultes of the Phariſies, exepted their 
cſtate.Caying,Thelt thinges ouzht to haue bene done, and yet 

theother not left vndone , which notwithſtanding they haue 

{till imagined that it ſhould onerthrow ther eſtate, and there- 

upon haue obftinately ſet them ſclues there againſt, which hath 

bred the deſtruGion that they ſtood in feare of. This preſup- 

poſe hath alſo waſted the demaynes of the Clergie , which vn- 
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der the Reformation might haue bene preſerued , but the fault 


was in that it was ncuer propouded,procured or fomuch as de- 
manded : nothing will be obteinced without requeſt : but that 
that is done is done,& therfore let vs prouide for that that isto 
come. And the documentes of the Lord are giucn vs to inſtru 
our {clues therewith, but not to cnter to farre into wudgement 
of others matters. Many alſo haue bene planted in Reformartis, 
and therein hauing taken roote, have inade no difhcultic todye 
tor the ſame , whoif they ſhould haue bene forced at the fir{t 
bluſh to purchacet with the price of all their goodes, it is vn- 
knowen what they would haue done. Many alſo there be that 
hauec abandoned their goodes , yet not the vic of them, but the 
care and diſquict as the Apoſtles did their nets , and yet they 
111ll vicd them,cuen after the Lordes reſurreftion : yet mult we 
not take the Lordes inſtruction to theende thereby to caſt a 
ſtumbling block in our brethrens way,neither tocnter tofarre 
into iudgement of others,but cuery one to wudge him ſclfe, ac- 
cording to thoſe in{truftionsand to referre the reſt to God : as 
alfo1 ſay not this to the end to nutigate things paſt,but towiſh 
men to be more circumſpett in time tocome . For when we 
haue throughly waycd all thinges, we {ball finde Reformation 
to import nothing contraric to the ſtate of the Clergie. To the 
end therefore that none may hereafter call this article into que- 
{tion, I will ſet down thereaſons wherupon I build my ſpeach. 
Firſt England hath vnder the ſtate of Reformation preſer- 
ucd the ſtate of the Clergie, as alſo in ſorme partes of Germanie 
it 15 kept ſound,and yet may be better preſcrucd in Fraunce. 
Secondly the ſtate of the Clergie dependeth vpon the Mo- 
ſaicall Policie . The Gentiles then being grafted into Iraell as 


Rem.11-27 the wild oliue 1s into thenaturall , the Epiſcopall branche is 


grafted into the Leuiticall,& therfore ſucceeding in theirfun- 
&uios,they ought alſo to ſucceede in their priuileges and rights, 
T hardly the end of Reformation tendeth not to corrupt the 
order and pollicie that Moſcs hath eſtabliſhed , but eo reforme 
that which the Popes hauc corrupted with their ſuperſtitions. 
Fourthly Reformation tendeth not to ſet the new Telta- 


ment againſt the 01d,or to arme Icfus Cluiſt againſt Moſes,nei- 
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ther to ſhewe that Jeſus Chriſt with one hand deſtroyed that 
which he buile with the other : for he is the autor as well of 
the law as of the Goſpell : but rather to ſeeke our that harmo- 
nie and agreement,which is betweene the law and the Goſpell, 
which is taught by the harmonic of the Canticle of Moſes and 
of the lambe, ſet downe in the Apocalypſe.r5.3.whereby webe 
taught, that throughout all the holy Scripture there isnotany 
repugnance, abrogation, or contradiftion . And in deede we 
ſhould do God great —__ we ſhould EI he vicd 
r ncie 1n his la rogation 1n his ,or con- 
tradiction in his rightes : well there may be ſome 10Ns, 
but a derogation doth but e an edit, by taking away 
ſome weakepart and ofno value or importance,to the end to 
——— part, as we ſce that the Gol- 
pell d from thelaw,by taking ne letter, as the j,,,m.9. 
manual! Circumciſion , thereby to ſhewe t 
umportanceof the Circumciſion of the hart, wrought without Coleſ.2.1 1 
handes,and taught by the Prophetes vnder the law and by the 
Apoſtles in the Goſpell. 
ifthly,as in the law we may conſider the pollicie and cere« 
mone,the law hath waxen old as concerning the literall cere- 
monie,not concerning the ſpirite:but the pollicie remaineth,as 
appeareth,firſt,in that S.Pauleteacheth v3,that the Gentiles (as 
in the dayes of Dauid) were aforetime eſtranged from the pol- 
licic of Iſraell , forſo doth the Greeke text import : neither Amworer 
doel alter the termes , .as coueting rather to draw at the well m_— 
hcad then out of the chanels : andI finde noreaſon to tranſ: login, 
late common wealth in ſtead of policie.I know we areall made 
fellow burfeſes ofheauen, but bef1des,weare all made partakers 
of the policie , that is to ſay,of thepruileges : howbeit by the 
ſame we are bond and ſubie& tothe ſame rightes, which 
weought not to giue ouer to obey traditibs.I know there may 
be great'obieftions made, but I haue likewiſe greater ſolutions, 
which I reſerue for the Treatiſe of the policie of the Church, 
rl eres me here to ſet CE CEE ha 
Some may ſay vnto me, thatS. ſpeaketh Ny 
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Moſaicall gouernement is ſpirituall, firſt becauſe the ſpirite of 
God it , ſecondly S.Paulefſaith-thatthe law 18 


ſpiritualt: but the part'is of one kindein his courſe, and there 
15. as great difference betweene- this gouernement, and a go-. 
uernement ſimply externall,as there is betweene Gods lawand 
mans traditions:For the law 1s fpirituall,and mans traditios are. 
carnall, and purge no morebut the outhide of the cup, whereas. 
Gods word 1s penetratiue,eus to the partition of the ſoule and 
the ſpifite,of the ſinewes and marow, and this gouernement is 
God; word,which clenſeth the whole cuppeaas well within as 
without,and therefore can not be called {ynply externall, bue 
internall, whoſe principall end tedeth to rule the inward man. 
Agaie S.Paule ſaith that che law is good , if it be lawfull 
vicd Then mult we without queſtion ſecke out the lawfull vis 
ehcrof,that 1s,we mult take it after the ſpirite &Knewneſle ther- 
of,and not after the old letter.Now the (pirite of the law is the 
tic thereof, but the letter15 the rigour ofthe wordes . And 
therefore we mult not after the rigour of the wordes , take eye 
for eye, or tooth for tooth , neither do I thinke,that the iudges 
that liued vnder the law , did in ſuch points folow the letter, 
T hus we may ſee wherefore S.Paule in his Epiſtle to the 
fians inuiteth vs to the gouernement of Iſracll, when he laid 0+ 
pen the vanitieof therighteoulneſleof the law againſt che me- 
rites of workes,and the aboliſhment of the law,againſt ſuch as 
conſtituted righteouſneſſein outward ceremonies , whom he 
tcacheth that the new Teſtament aboliſheth the old , howbeit 
that is to be vnderſtood concerning the old letter, whereto is 
oppoſed the newneſle of m”u_ 
A third reaſon will I alſo adde,for that S.Paule {atth,that the 
law was giuen for the tranſgretſions :for by that weknow that 
we areto vic it to corre&t tranſgreſſions , and that ſclfc place 
ſcrueth for a farther explication of the lawful! vic of the law, 
whereof we ſpake in the former article . For the law conliſteth 
an Comman ts,commanding naturall cquitic: and there- 
of doth $. Paule call it thelaw of Commandanentes ; but the 


Goſpell requiretha ſupernaturall perfe&tion, wherof the crea- 
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ture man'w 
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pong by inſtruions,admonitions, counſels and cxamples. 
ow he that fulfilleth not the law,is by the law pumuſhable, as 
hauing ſinned,for finne is the tranſj of the law,as S.lohn 
reachethyſaying min <ugyric </wwic >. But there bethings concer- 
ning the profe(fion of the Goſpell,whach who ſocuer fulfillech 
not 15reproucable,and yet not punithable , and thereforethe 
law remaineth to bridle and punith tranſgreiſions. The thinges 
belonging to perfectis,are,not to looke vp6 a woman, to couct 


her: atter a blow on the one checke, to turne the other: to him 1.5. 


that requireth but:thy coate, to giue both coate & cloake:to do 
good to our enemics:& to bepertett,as our father thatis in hea- 
uen'is perfet: who ſodoth not theſe thinges , is neuerthelelle 
not ſubic to puniſhment: but he that contrarie to the law de- 
flourech a maiden,mmſt according to the puniſhmet of the law, 
give her a dowricor mary her:he that hath ſtolen foure (heepe, 
muſt according to the puniſhmtt of the law,be taught = 
rto reſtore fine. 1 omitthat which concerneththe Cui 
giſtrate,and ſpeake onely of that that toucheth the goucrn- 
ment of the Church,and this ſatisfaftion which the paltor is to 
impoſe,taketh place, when the man cometh of hum ſelfe to c6- 
feſle his finne. Here may ſome man obiect ynto me,that the law 
was a ſchoolemaiſter co bring vs toChriſt: to wh6 Ianſwere,in 
this place $ . Paule ſpeaketh of the ceremoniall law, which ſer- 
reth a diſtintion betweene cleane and vncleane thinzs,groun- 
ded vp6 the clements of this world,and were neither tatted of, 
nor eaten,but were ſhadowes of things tocome ynder Chrilt. 
In the law was to be conſidered, gouernement and ceremo- 
mie, alſo that there was two kindes ot gouernement,, the Ciuill 
& the Ecclelialticall, where Moſes had the Cnuill & Aaron the 
Eccleſtalticall : ikewiſe in the Priclthood of Aaron there were 
twothings , the Eccleftaſticall goucrnemet and the ceremonie: 
ſome Prieſts there were that medled rather with the ceremonie 
then with the gouernement : but there were likewiſe Leuites 
that were not Pricſtes, but dealt onely in Ecclefialticall; 
mentes, being Dotours of the law,of whom ſome remained in 
the ſanctuaric townes , there to mdze of murthers by chaunce 
mcdicy:howbcit they could not des by tradition, but by lay. 
Y, 
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Deut. 17. Vpon the eſtate of the Clergj theſe fiue 
ehinges : 1.ceremonic,and theright of the ſacrifices.2. The reue- 
nues.3 poſleſſions . 4 . dignities, and fifthly the lawes whereby 
they ſhould 1ndge the people . For the ceremonic, they had ſa- 
crihces : For their revenues, they had the tenthes : for their poſ- 
{cllions , they had 48. townes, their cattell and the houſes that 
chey purchaſed alſo the voves : and in itead of this the French 
Clergie haue their demaines & tenthes: for their dignities they 
had the order of Iethro. Exod.18. Deut.17. And the lawes that 
they were toobſcruc were the lawcs conteined inthe law. Deut. 
17. Act.23, 

Now x is to be noted, that the law gaue the Prieſtes authori- 
tic tojudge, & that in ſuch ſorte,that who ſocuer did not obey 
chem , was denounced worthy of death : howbeit hereto were 
added two bonds. The one that the Prieſt could not codemne, 
but in ſpecifying the law of God, whereby he did codemne:the 
other,that the perſon condemned dycd not but by the Cuill 
Magiſtrates handes , who had authoritic to looke; whether the 
man were iultly condemned, according to the law cited in his 
condemnation.Deut.17. 

I fay therefore that the Chriſtian Clergic, liuing holly may 
poſleſſe their reuenues : neither will I bea more ſcucre cenſurer 


' of their eſtate, the Ieſus Chriſt was of the ſtate of the Phariſies, 


But alas , if Teſus Chriſt bewailed the wretchedneſle of the 
Pharifies , becauſe they tithed the mint,and had leftiuſtice or 
mercy, how much more lam#table is the wretchedneſſe of that 
Clergy,which termeth 1t ſelfe Catholick:which poſleſleth theſe 
holy reuenues to the end to mainteine Gods lawes and yet haue 
not onely forſaken them, and cleaued _ Iran ge It) IND 
marnteyneſuperſtition contrarie to wes,yea 

cureſanh as will not cleaue to the like? How a better were 
it for them to poſleſſe them holily in liuing according to God? 
whereby they might line honeſtly with lawfull wes , where 
as now waſt them vnworthely vpon harlots . Hetherto 
haue men that the part of the God of this world was 
fauorable tothe ic,and that Gods part was contraric tq 
them: butin deede - m— —— 
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the people,in of the warres which the ſuperſtitiss haue 
brought in, not becnded but with agreeing with God; 
for Gods wrath which hath ſtirred vp , mult 
be appeaſed, and then God will appeaſc theſe which 
breed our muſerics . There is then no hinderance but that the 
the Clergie may enioye their rightes and prmileges. True it is 
that in S.,Paule here be ſome adinomtions and examples : but 
they neither make law, neither a c any-law: had $. Paule 
bene in the dayes of Eleazar the ſonne of Aaron,he would haue 
taken the tenches : but being in ſuch a time as the Churches 
were poorc,he laboured with his owne hands to ſpare them:For 
he was a principall mi,who knew how to abound and how to 
want,and ſo {j them,but noc vpon ductie,as himſelf teſt:- 
hetha.Cor.g iſe had Aaron or Eleazar bene in the dayes 
- of $.Paule,when the Churches were poore,they would hauela- 
boured with their owne hands,or bene content with food and 
raiment : but had they bene inthe time of great Conſtantin, 

whe it was lawfull to tenthes,they would haue vicd 

them , Out of all which we do ,that he which hath lucle 

muſt be content witha ll he that hath much muſtcnde- 

uour to vic it lawfully . And hereincoaliſteth the knowledge 

how to abound,or to want: , when a man can be content with py, 
— ——— Eecle- 
ſiaſticall dignitics , we them cuen to the higheſt, accor- 

ng tothe order of hich order was ncuer conſtituted 

in the new Teſtament,but was pratiſcd,and in deede the new 

15 nottoordeine matters already ordcined in the old,but to 

chem in practiſe . Now ther the ender of fechro,the icf Bi- 

ſhops do fucceede in the high Prieſts roome, and the Apoſtles 

are to be conſidered as ſoucraine Biſhops, becauſe that next to 

Jeſus Chriſt there were none in greater authoritic tht they, but 
there were in lefſc. And for their partes they were in equall au- 
thoritie cach with other : for ſith our Lord wouldnot ine 

any one to be the greatcſt amog his 
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ſhould'be chief in thoſe-prouinces whithet Gods fpirite fene 
them, and ſo thould not neede one todepend vpon the other, 
Now that they were chief it a rſt in that Saint Paule 
likencth him ſelfevnto-amaſter builder, not a ſimple maſſon, 
and others tomaſlonsthat build abouc;when he ſaith, that him 
feltelaid the toundation;and-that the reſt builded thereupon. 
Secodly, in that both from Qhtigthe and other places they did 
write vnto S.Paule,to decideYhe molt difficult matters amon 
them: for it is the office ofthe chuefett todecide the moſt difh- 
cult cauſes Exod.8.Deut.17.S.Paulelikewife charged Titus as 
a Biſhop to ordeine Prieſts throughout the c6gregations Tir; 
1. And Titus receaued thatchargetr6 S.Paule,as from a grea- - 
ter then himſelfe: For S.Paule yſeth commandement. S. Paule . 
alſo.1.Cor.1.34.ſaith,when I come I will determine of the reſt; 
thereby teſermng to him the ordering of ſuch thinges.as could 
not be performed but in the preſence of the chiefelt : He alſo 
faith, that he that giueth the bleſſing, is greater then he that re- 
ceaueth it ; Euen ſo may wealfo ſav,that hethat commaundeth 
is greater then he that obeycth:and he that ſendeth,then he that 
is ſent. Now S. Paule commandeth Timothie,faying,I com- 
mande thee inthe name of God.&c:He required alſo obeditce 
in Philemon,ſaying,truſting inthine obedience. True it is that 
he alſo vied entreatie, whereof groweth the Pronerbe, a great , 
Lordes requelt is as good as a commaundement . S.Paulchke- 
wiſe willeth Tunothic not eo admit any accuſation againſt the 
Prieſt or Elder, without two or three witneſles : fo that Tumo- 
chie might adinit or reict accuſationsagainſt Prieſtes, where- 
foreit followeth that he had wriſdioneuen ouer the Prieſts. 
Sain& Paule alſo ſent Timothie to the Corinthians : He 
commaunded Titus tocome vnto him,alſo toſend Zene a Do- 
our of the law,and Apollo: and he commaunded Timothie 
tocome before winter , and to bring Mark with him .' True 
ie is that Pauleſent Timothy to the Corinthians , but Titus 
wet not as one ſent,but offered him ſelfe, and Saint Paule (ene 
a famous brother to the congregations,and therefore in the 12. 
chap.of the ſameEpiſtle,hefſaith chat he deſired Titus,and ſene 
a brother. He alſo faith that he requeſted Apollo who would 
rat 
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quall with him ſelfe. | 

" Ifay thenthat the Ecclefiaſticall dignities haue place euen to 
the higheſt,but not vniuerſall, which vſu dominion euen 
ouer kinges, yea fo farre forth as todif as. The Pre: 


crownes : and I will prone my faying thus . The high Prieſt- 
hood of Aaron was ſubie& to the mdgemte ſeat of Moſes and 
the kingdome of Inda. Alſo in the law which God ſet downe, 
therewas no Prieſthood aboue the kinges, and that by reaſon - 
of the law,ſith that vnder the amt of Moles, there was 
a high Prieſthood:therfore it followeth that vnder cuery Chri- 
ſtan ſoueraigne principalitie,there ſhould be a chief Biſho 
yet not ſo'as to acknowledge any vniuerſall Buſhop. Sith alſo 
that Iefus Chriſt would not ordemne any to be greateſt among 
che Apoſtles, it followeth that there ought not to be the grea- 
telt the chief . And Iefus Chriſt forbiddeth his Apo- 
ſes to domunien:thevniuerſall Biſhopricke is herkien 
no lawfull order, but a c6fuſion engedred by Ifany mi 
will alledge the pretended donation of Conſtantine the great, 
I aunſwere,that many impugne it-as falſe, beſides that a coue- 
nant ci not be of any force to abuſe orto vie itcHtrary to good 
maners,as the Pope ſtrineth to vphold ſuperſtition, repugnant 
to all good maners and true godlmeſle , yea the ingratitudeof 
te Dope ane praiſed al agratedeagenſt che Eaperor 
| Iſed all | | aga! c rs, 
rocarity their ſubieFtes many fines to rdbalt , preſcribing 
thezjr Empires, working their deathes , betraying of them, as 
Fredericke Barbarofſa was betrayed to the Turkeand treading 
vponthar throates , with ſuch other ingratefull inſolencies. 
Againe the hath no authoritiein Fraunce , he can 
not then giue the Pope any there . In Fraunce Conſtantines 
authoritie1s ynknowen,neither doth any man gjue that which 
he hath not, nor can transferre right then his own. 
But if he beare him ſee ypon the authoritie of DoRtars, Twill 


——— ur, ewen'$; Gregory,whoſaith that rhe firſt 
that ſhall takeVporhim to be vnmerſall Biſhop , ſhall be the 
forerunner of Antichriſt, IFe e the Coucels, Tanſwere, 
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ſome others aſſembled by che Popes driftes and praftiſes haue 
approued it . And admit the Councel had without contra- 
wr, it, yet Ict vs looke whether their Decrees be 
g vp6 Gods word:for in that caſe we mult obey them, 
as alſo if they benot contrary to Gods word : But Iefus Chriſt 
expreſſcly forbiddcth ſuch dominion, then may no Councell 
authoriſe 1e . For S. Paule ſaith , that he may doe con+ 
erary tothe truth , how then ſhall the Councels be of force a- 
ainſt Chriſtes expreſle prohibition ? Againe, in Fraunce the 
[ ing hath the Ciuill dominion, and the Parliamentes haue no 
dominion , but the juriſdi&ti6:;hkewiſe in England theQueene 
hath the dominion,and the Biſhops the Ecclefiaſticall iuriſdi- 
ion : But the authoritic which the Pope vſurpeth, 15 adomi- 
nion, which exalteth it ſelfeaboue kinges , and therefore by 
Gods word exprelly forbidden. Thus hath the Popeno righe, 
neither any colour in Gods word ,neither 1s there any king or 
prince by Gods word ſubiett vnto him , no not ſo much as 
any chief Biſhop that is bound to acknowledge him . Bue all 
kinges and ſouerargne princes , may in their kingdomes and 
principalities eſtabliſh chick Biſhops, after the maner and ex- 
ampleof England. 
haue before ſhewed that the ſtate of the Clergie isno cauſe 4 
of our ſeparation from thoſe whom in Fraunce we call Catho- 
lickes, and therefore the abuſe may be thoughe tobethe cauſe, 
but it 1s not : for there is no gouernement wherein there 
not be abuſe , but the abuſe ſimply it not ſufficient cauſe of 
ſchiſme . We know that there was neuer any more excellene 
t then the ſame which God cſtabliſhed, et did the 
Juldrs of Hely the high Prieſt comic great ing the 1.5.9.2. 
women appointed to watch the tabernacle, & againſt the peo- : 2. 
ples willes,and contrary to the cultome eſtabliſhed in the law, 154%: 13 
chuſing ſuch meates as they liked in the Prieſtes kettles . The 
people c6pl ained hereof, yet made they no ſchiſine, as in deede 
omg now if we were to complaine of the Ca+ 
ickes but for their ſimple abuſes , we ſhould haue no cauſe 
to make any ſchiſme:well might we haue occaſion tocoplaine, 
yet not therefore toſeparatcour DW, 
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It may be thought alſo that ceremonies'are the cauſe of our 
ſeparation from the Catholickes , yct arcthey not ſo , hows 
beit I make great difference betweene ceremonics and ſuperſti- 
tions: for ſuperſtition is forbidden by Gods word , ſo are not 
ceremonies, for there be three kindes of fumpleceremonies,one 
Legall,an other Euangelicall, and the third indifferent, yer not 
contrary to the word of God. The Legall are aboliſhed as con« 
cerning the letter, but doeremaine , as concerning the ſpirite, 
cohderins that their truth is cternall,& abideth for eucr as the 
word of God. The Euangelicall, as the Sacraments, are nece(la- 
rie. And others there are which be indifferent , as not forbidde 
by the word of God , forthe which one ſhould not condemne 
an other . The ſame are ſach as are vſcdin ſundry Reformed 
places, as in Englad, Switzerland and els where.In which ccre- 
monies the Retormedfaithfull ought to haue reſpett to mode- 
ſtic:one to beare with an other,according to the rule of $.Paul, 
who ſaith: Let not him that catcth not,deſpiſe him that caterh, 
and he that eateth,let him not reprouc hun that catcth not,that 
15 to ſay, It not one condemne an other . Trucit is that there 
be fooliſh and trifling ceremonies ., as in Baptiſme to put the 
ſpatle of the Prieſt into the childes mouth, when as ſometimes 
> i Prieſt ſhall be halfea lazare, halfe rotten , and haue rotten 
teeth, or a ſtincking or corrupt breath , which can not but be 
daungerous for thechild,and therefore vpon ſo villanous acu- 
ſtome,the father may ſometimes take occaſion not to cleaue 
thereto:as alſo there be garments, which being worne vpon any 
figntfication, and for diſtinftion in callinges , are ceremonies, 
but if we attribute any vertue vnto them,they be ſupecriticion. 
© ThecauſethEof our ſeparation cofiſteth not in the ſtate of 
the Clergie,neither in the abuſes,nor in the ceremonies , but in 
che ſuperſtition. Superſtition do I call all wor[hipping of falſe 
Gods : falſe worſhipping of the true God , or cucery worlhip 
contrary to the word of God. | | 
As forthe word ſuperſtition,it is a Latin word,and maybe 
eaken diuerſlly.Ie may be take for that which in Latin is called 
Swperſtitxm parentatio, that is toſay , the ſuruiyours funerals, 
there hence transferring it toany other falſe worlhup,or rather 
oper 


ut 
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fatutii cultum extranea adiet, takin y 
in ſtead of preter or contra, w ch Cornfieh all worth xv 
added, befides the ſame which God —_— eſtabliſhed . The 
© Greekes do call it #vnwuworie,which ſignifieth the worſhippin 
of the dcuils : but vary it how they will, I force not, fothe defr 
nition remaine. 
- Superſtition then being the cauſe of our ſeparation, it is al- 
' foto be thought that we cannot allow any fi tious do- 
&rine : But diſcreti6 15 needefull to be had,in clearing the cauſe 
on m_s ſition from that that concernethehe ſtate and not to 


thing raſhly. 

"The denwe ary hm that Ht vs toabandonthe Popes partie, 
are the worſhipping of Images and Reliques, the invocation 
of Sainttes, Purgatory, Tranſubſtantiation,Artolatrie, Tradi- 
tions,the Popes orders cſtablithed by ſuperſtitious traditions, 
falſe and-.ſaleable Pardons,falſe merites atoric co Chriltes 
meritcs,and ſuch like. 

As for Images, it is a matter ſufficicely beaten by other ,and 
therefore Iſhall not neede toenter into pareicularities , for it is 
manafeſt inough,that the worſhipping of them is idolatrie . I 
know that cuery Image is not an Joll, alſo that an fim- 
ply maketh not an Idoll, but the worthip thereof,which is ſu- 
perſtition : For it is written, Thou ſhalt not honorit . But we 
doc honor it, when we celebrate it with any worſhip . I alſo 
graunt,that an Image ſee vp for a hiſtories no Idoll ,as we ſee 
in the temples of thoſe that are called Lutherans in Germanie, 
but if we attributeany vertue theretoit is ſuperſtition: for the 
vertue that we attribute, is the cauſe of the worſhip and honor 
thereto, yet is it good vtterly topurge Gods Church fr theſe 
Images, which haue bene cauſes ths peoples Idolatric,how- 
beit 1t were to be wiſhed that it might be done by che kin 
authontic . Andit is to apts. wget the Churches 


thereare the Images of God the father,ſith God himdfſelfe hath Dew. 4. 


fo forbidden it . For if they might take place,the hea- 
then ought not tobe reproucd for their , For 
iis cortane that by Tapiter they vaderſt Jonepater , and it 
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houa . And the Poete ſaying, /owss omnia plena , (| of the 
great God creator of all thinges. I will omit all Poeticall fifti- 
ong,ncither doth my Argument leade me to { of them. 
As for the Images of Ieſus Chriſt and his Sainctes , if thatof 
leſus ought not to be worſhipped , nwch lefle ought thoſe of 
the Saindtes : but that of Ieſus Chriſt mult not be worſhipped, 
it 15then in-vayneto worſhip thofe of Sain&ts. Some man may 
ſay thatthey worthip them not , heretoI aunſiwere,that when 
we exhibite (© great reuerence to any thing,as we can not ex- 
hibitemore to God him ſelfe, we worſhip that thing . But ſuch 
15 the worſhip that is done tolmages , before the which we 
vncouer our heades,bend our knees , hold vp our handes, make 
our prayer , preſent our iy and ſuch like: Tell mc then T 
ray you , what morecan we docto God him fſeclfe ? But the 
fubtiler forte do ſay:ween youthat when I kneele before a Cru- 


_ cifixcof woodor ſtone, I pray tothe wood or ſtone? No I doe 


3.Kimn18, 


it to the thing repreſented by that woodde Craahixe,and loo 
king thereupon, do diredt my prayertoChrilt. Thinke you,lay 
ehey, that I am ſoſcnceleſle as to ſtay vpon this viſible Image? 
mine eycis1ndeede vpo the viſible Nas but my hart is with 
lefus Chriſt chat is he . But let me aske thee, Thinkeſt 
thou that they which ſacrificed tothe braſenſerpet had not the 
like ſtarting hole? They had morerecaſon to ſacrifice thereto, 
then thou to a Crucifixe . For it figured lefus Chriſt hanging 
on the wood:and whereas thy Crucifixes be ereftcd by ſuper- 
ſttious men, without any comaundement from God,;that was 
erected by Gods e commandement : and whereas ſome 
of thy Cruciftxes are authoriſed by falſe miracles, that was fa- 
mous by the miracles wrought in the deſert,by healing ſuch as 
the ſerpents had bitten. All which notwithſtanding, when the 
people began to ſacrificethereto, Ezechuas brake it, ſaying,that 
it was but braſſe. Wherefore if theſe ſtarting holes ſhould take 

lace, who doubteth but che Hraclites would hauec had the like? 

hou worlhipeſt,ſayeſt thou, leſus Chriſt,and art not ſo ſence» 


leſle as to worſhip the Crucifixe: weeneſt thou the Iſraclites 
were {o ſenceleſle as to worſhip the braſen ſerpent,and not ra- 
ther him that was thereupon | 


ed,hanging vpon the wood? 
or 


\ which chinketh, that the Saindtes 
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were ſo 1gnoraunt, that they knew 
it not to bethe figure « Meſſis,lith hey liuedina time (© 
illuminated with x ac oes ophetes,as was the time of Ezechias? Had 
ſuch ſhiftes taken place, Ezechias would neuer haue deſtroyed 
che braſen ſerpent, which notwithſtanding theſe ſhiftes , being 
broken,thy excuſes alſo take no place. T hou wile ſa y,that they 
ſacrificed to the braſen ſerpent, but that thou doeſt not ſacrifice 
to the Crucifixe.I an{iere,that there were two ſortes of ſacrift- 
ces,the one burntofferings the other meate offrings. The burat 
offrings were made of beal beaſtes:T he mcate —_ frunts,as 
of corne,w' le & ſuch like, wherfore whe thou offe- 
reſt ehel1ke chinges tothe Crucitaxe, thou ſacrificelt againe to 

the braſcn ſerpet: And whe thou makelt thoſe offerings before 
the Images of Sainctes,thou doelt yet worſe . To be bricf, all 
theſe excuſcs are bur ſtarting holes,and it 15 no herefie to aban- 
don ſuch fi 10n : yea this ſu ous worſhip is the 
cauſe that! 
teacheth vs,what ſocuer 15 ſacrificed to Idols,is offered to Idols, 
wherein wedoe learne that the Idols which in old time aun- 
ſwered by oracles,were deuils. Yeathere be ſome deuines,which 
ern Images of Sainftes , and there be1+ 
mages vnder the Catholicke that abuſe the world, 
worke miracles : albeit 
they be fuch miracles as the old oracles wrought long agoe. 
Wherein it is cuidet,that they are the ſame deuils, which abuſe 
the people , hauing onely ed their names. In old ene 
they would be called God,and now they wilbe termed Saints. 
The Gods of old time had their Prieſtes and Sibilles, and now 
che SainAs haue their : they frame the ſclues tothe 
cume, but in themeane timet ——_ is abuſed thinking be- 


or hnkeſtconthath 


corbchnnnmeiselmddetenctonr is i . As for the di- 
itun&tis of Honor,Latrie, Douhc & _ i perrens 15 an other 
kinde of dnl winch beds mciches reaton. grounde in the 


word of God. Now therforedo I Ye gens -« = 
ment in this matrer : viz: that fith Fa hiplmags ges, W 
ther this wor{hip may not ;be taken for _ Ido- 
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y wemay well call them Idols . And S. Paule 1.c#r.ra. 
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And S.Paule teſtifieth;that Idols be dewls : Therefore theſe 1- 
mages whereto they ere&t worſhip are deuils, that is to ſay , de- 
uils are worſhipped in them : and ſo being denils , we are not 
to hauc any acquaintance with them . For Sain& Paule telleth 
vs that we can not participate, both in the cupof the Lord and 
in the cup of deuils , and ſo he ſheweth vs that to be parta- 
kers of both togither, be two incompatible extremities . To 
the end therefore to participate in the Lordes cup, we are for- 
ced to ſeparate our ſelues from the Pope, who mainteineth the 
cup of deuils,that is, Idolatrie . This then is the cauſe of our ſe- 
paration , which who ſoeuer will 1udge without paſſion, Iam 
aſſured will finde to belawfull . This is in deede the matter of 
our ſeparation, and not the ſimple abuſes , neither the ceremo- 
nies ſimply , and muchleſle the ſtate of the Clergie : for the 
which thinges there ought not to be any breach made in the 
Church: well may we 1n modeſtic require the correftion of the 
abuſes,when there be any,yet not therefore make a ſchiſme. 
Concerning inuocation of Saints, that is yet an other kinde 
of ſuperſtition , for this we know , that all worſhip of God and 
deuine ſeruice,is' contained vnder theſe two kinds, invocation 
and thankeſgiuing. And this adoration or worſhip is ſo-pro- 
. perto God , that it cannot betransferred toany other , as he 
ſayth, 7 hox ſhalt worſhip one God onely', and hum onely ſhalt thow 
ere : which is that kind of adoration and worſhip that ought 
to be reſcrued to God onely,and not transferred to others. Bur 
in the religion tearmed Catholicke , they do no leſle transferre 
thankeſgiuing to the Saints then inuocation : for they make 
their vowes to Saints, and to pay vowes andoblations , is to 
celebrate thankeſgiuing, and therefore it may 5 tho they 
transferre the whole worſhip vato them , and ſo do no longer 
worſhip one God onely , neither ſerue him alone : but as con- 
cerning worſhip and adoration , do giue hum as compa- 
nions as there be Saintes, whom'they 1naocate. Beſides that, 
ſometimes ſuch a one is vpon earth mnoceted for a Sain&, as 
m deede is broyled in hell ire; oſomay they finde in hell ſome 
one, whom they make acompanion- ,inrefpet of wor- 
{hip and adoration : nether will I ſay that idols, _— 
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Paules teſtimonie, deuils : the deuils docauſerhem clues to be 1-C#. 16, 
worthipped as Saindtes in their ſteades. Againe, albeit it were 
not forbidden , yet ith there is no commandementfor it in the 
worde , that worſhipcan not be according tothe faith which 
commeth of the hearing of the word : and whatſocuer is not of 
Faith is ſinne, as S. Paule witneſleth. And therecan be no hea- colg.2. 18 
ring,where there is neither comandement,in{truftion , exiple, 
nor admonition.. But beſides the commandement to worthip , E/d 1.49 
and ſerucone God onely, S . Paule reproucth the worſhipping 
of Angels, which is as much as to reproue the worſhippingot 
Sain&tes : for they being the meſſengers of the will of God, are 
compriſed vnder the name of Angels, as we fee in Malachy, Me. 3.1- 
who 1s called the Angell of the Lord. It is alſo writtenof John 2-11-19 
Baptiſt, / will /end my Angell before thy face , who ſhallprepare thy - wn 4 
wAyere And the feucn Bilhops of the ſeuen Churches of Aſia, Mais. 2.7. 
are called the ſcuen Angels of the ſeuen con tions, with 
many ſuch other examples , infinitely to betound in the holy 
Scripture. So that the Saints being named Angels : vnder the 

hibition of the worſhip of Angels, is contained the prohi- 
tion of the worſhip of Saints. The Angels allo as S. Peter 2.Per.z.rr, 
teacheth, are greater then the Saints, and therefore if the wor- 

ſhip of Angels, who are greater then the Saints, beby S. Paule 

reproued, how can the worſhipping of images 2 Allſuch 

therefore 1s but vanitie and ſuperſtition, and the forſaking of 

ſuch matters is good , ſo farre1s the abandoning of them from 

being hereſte. 1 rue it is that ſome do bring in diſtinftions , as 

thus: That they call not vpon the Saints for remiſſion, but for 


interceſſion : whereto I anſiwere,that howſocuer they call vpon 


them,or with whatſocuer titleit be, yet is inuocation (hl! inuo- 
cation , adoration and worſhip, and ſo ſtill forbidden by the 
commandement, 7 box ſhalt worſhip one God, and hins onely ſhalt 
thos ſerue, neither can theſe diltintions take place,vnlclſe the 
holy Scripture did expreſly propound them, no more then the 


diſtin&16s of honour, /arr:e, dowlir or dewlie. And they be 
ſufficiently confuted by denyin g onely, e there 15no ſuch 
matter contained throughout the holy Scripture authenticall. 


Tobe briefc;wemult callvpon Godonely,& not vpon Saints, 
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and to God only muſt we addreſſe our vowes,& not to Saints. 
Some may obie&t, that the Saints in heauen do know what is 
done vpon earth;yeaand that they pray to God for vs. Wherto 
I anſwerghat the beingin the world, knew the genes 
rall eſtate of the Church,and do better know it 1n heauen: but 
they are no ſearchers of the hearts, for that 1s proper to God on- 
ly. And S. Paule ſaith , that noman knoweth what is in man, 
but the ſpirit of man, which is in man himſelfe : wherefore the 
ſpirits of men which are in heauen, donot know what isin the 
ſpirit or heart of man that is vpon carth. Buthe that is a Me- 
x {vow mult know his heart & intent for whom he intreatcth, 
I will not denie but charitiemay moue them to pray for vs, yet 
do hitnot follow thereof , that we ſhould call ypon them, lith 
we haue noſuch commandement. 

As for prayer for the dead, and the dotrine of Purgatorte,it 
hath foundation but vpon the ſecond booke of Machabees,the 
{ixt booke of Virgils Aencides,and Homer, Whuch be very 
weake props to hold vp ſo heauica building . They giuevs 0» 
ther pretences,but in vayne,ſith that as Salomon teltifieth,whE 
the duſt returneth to the duſt, the ſpirite returneth to God that 
gaue it,yvhich ſheweth chat when man dycth, his ſpirite retur+ 
neth to God,of him to receaue his wdgemet, which being pro» 
nounced there is no appeale: neither are there but two wayes, 
the broad and the narrow, two Ste, the wide and the ſtreight, 
and twoiſſues;hife and death . So as there is no voyde place 
tweene to build Purgatorievpon. _ 

One point there is, which 15,that the rentes that are giuen to 
pray for the dead,miglit be conmerted to the inſtruction of the 

le, and to pray tor the faluation of the ſuruiuors their ſuce 
cel[ours:for ſo might that which hath bene giuento a ſuperſti- 
tious vic be conuerted to a lawfull and godly vie,follewing the 
example of cenſers of Chore his partakers/, which hauing 
bene offered for a conſpiracie, were afterward conuerted into 
goldenplates the altar of the Lord. 

Neither can the doctrine of tranſubſtantiation be admitted, 
becauſe it ſtandeth not with any deuine reaſon, that an earthly 
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wiſe tranſubltantiated.into a dead and earthly bread 
of his qualities and powers . Now there is nothing that 


vs,but that we ray.cate Chriltes body clothed with all his qua- 
it to earthly bread : for 


lities and powers , without ſubiedti 


R ” "IR 
ly bread into heauenly bread . For if the bread be tranſubſtan- 
ciated into Chriſtes body , then ſhould Chniſtes body os. 


we mult cate.it as liuing bread, (ith Teſus Chriſt ſaith, that he is 1-b»S. 52, 


thel1uing bread, and the bread of life . But there 15 great diffe. 
rence bexweene cating it as liuing bread,and cating 1t as adead, 
ſenceleſle , earthly and inumoucable bread , And tranſubſtan- 
tiation gaiuſaith the cating of it as living bread, when it repre - 
ſenecth 1e vnder the carthly kindes of a dead and immoueable 
bread : which isa ſpeach moſt vnworthy the body of lefus 
Chriſt: beſides that we doeſubie&t the heauenly thing ſignified 
vnto the carthly ſigne; which 1s yer more vnaworthy the do- 
Qrine of the Euchariſt , and ma] 2 the abandoning of ſuch 
doctrine 1snoherchie, 

Thereby alſo it appearcth chat it is ſuperſtition to worſhip 
ehe Sacramentall bread , becauſe the — ſignified oaghe not 
to be ſubieſtcd to the thing ſignifying;.nd lus body which c6- 


teineth all thinges can not be compriſed 1n adead and earth- 
ly thing . This is (till to worſhip the braſen ſerpent, which 
was but braſle,& yet was no leſle a Sacrament of Iefus Chriſt 


hanging vpon trec,then is the Sacramentall bread . And there- 
fore thele matters are but ſuperſtitions , whereto we arenot 
bounde to. cleaue . And ſuch as perſecute vs becauſe we will 
not bend our neckes to the yoke of ſuperſtitions,doe lend to a 
good marchant,who is able to pay them wall again. They haue 


. a marucilous accompt to make:but we,thankes be to God,may 


give a good accompt of our conuerſation,not before men one- 

\ but cuen before God, who will not be deccaued : and chere- 
re let theſe men looke what accompt they be ableto giuebe- 
fore God : for menmay ſometimes bedeceaued; but God will 
not bedalyed with all :The corroliue of conſcience may for a 
while ſufter them to , . but the hreonce kindleddherein 


will ntuer be qpenciegy S.Paulefaith, Ic is ad horrible thing He 
to fall into the handes of the liuing God, . 
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| As touching the Maſſe, Reformation is riot an eriemy ſim- 
ply tot , but alſo to tlic fu 10ns wherewith it is ſtaffed. 
Fic Catholickes therebe ay that wedoccuill in that we 


cleaue not to the Mafle, becauſe there be ſoine good thinges 
therein,as the Epiſtle and the Goſpell. True it is;there be good 
things,but there be alſo bad:namely all that is ſuperſtitious: & 
therefore take away the bad, and fo ſhall we ſoone compound 
for thereſt,and grow to agreement. 

Traditions haue alfo in part bene the cauſc of our ſeparari 
from the Pope,but who will for that accuſe vs of ? have 
not both Eſay and Iefus Chriſt tanghe the ſame 2 yea there be 
ſuch traditions as S.Paule termeth doArine of dewils , as is that 
of yowed chaſtitic , for S.Paule teſtifieth that Gods ſprite ex- 
preſſcly doth ſay,that in thelatter dayes ſome ſhall reuole from 
the faith,cleauing to ſpirites of errour &the doftrine of deuils, 
ſpeaking lyes in hypocrifie , haning their conſciences ſeared 
with a hoate iron;forbidding mariage, and commanding abſh- 
nencefrom meates, created by God tor vs to vie with thankeſ- 

ming. Theſe be $.Paules owne wordes . Now let vs ſeewho 
they are of whom he ſpeaketh ? They are thoſe that prohibire 
mariage: he ſpeaketh then of the Pope; for he forbi ma- 
riage in commanding chaſtitie. For what is chaſtitie but apro- 
hition from mariage? I 

But what doth he ſay of them?Firſt he ſaith that they be re- 
uolted fro the faith : they be then gone fr6 the groundes there- 
of. Tell me then,be not they that crre fromthe grounds of faith 
heretickes? Then is thePopean hereticke,cuen by the euidene 


-teſtimonie of Gods _—_ yet doth heaccuſevs of herelie. 


Heſaith well : but who is he that condemneth vs of herefie?Ie 
is the Pope: Then is ita man, and we may well appeale vnto 
God . But he that pronounceth that the Pope 15 reuolted from 
the faith, and ſo conſequttly an hereticke,js the ſpiriteof God: 


I pray you the,to whom ſhall heappeale? what, will hethinke 


that Gods ſpiritc hath ſpoken vnwiſdy , & therefore isre; 
to recant his ſente&ce,which he hath ſo ſolemnely iced? 
Secondly he ſaith, that they depend vpon the ipirites of cr- 
rour. Then are not we to hang vponthem. 
| Thirdly 
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lyethen that ? what greater hypocriſie doe you require then the 
uns , which contrary to Thnkaka conlcience Ch hs 
neighbour? 

| Fitch) y heſauth, their conſciences are ſcared, whereby weſce 
chat it is not without cauſe that they relaſt the Ties man 
would greatly marucile, to ſee theſe rehiſt ſo cuident a light, for 
the vpholding of thoſe ſuperſtitions , wherein the darkneſle is 
as palpable as was that of E pt in times palt : But now that 
we know their conſciences ro be ſeared , we thinke it no more 
c that they relilt the erg confuering that the ſcaring 

pf their canſciences doch take from them all feeling thereof. 
Here wighkt ſome obicR, that S.Paule ſpeaketh of other he- 
retickes that may come aftcr yz, &not of the Pope.I graunt he 
may alſo ſpeake of others,neuertheleſle it followeth not chere- 


ſhould ſay,chattl1is were not ſpoken by 
bour , who might tyre hauc 


1.lohn.. 


T* < * arg 9 
at 


ſome good gs ? 
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My meaning is, that all ſuch DoQtors which propound | 
craludbeof vowed dhalficfors dodtrine, that ——— 
ſcience therof,are by S.Paule.Nenerthcleſle Ifay,thar 
the reaſon is not a Iiktzwhen we "mer vp6 policic , with- 
out binding the conſciecebecauſe that in that cafe,it is noſnare 
co'the conſcience. Here might ſome man fay,that S.Paulc there 
ſpeaketh of the latterdayes,andtherfore meancth not that Lene 
_ abſtence from mariage which were mititured Jong ago. 

ereto I aunſwere, that S.lohn cuen in his time, ſaid that there 
were many Antichriſtes \, and that thereby heknew the latter 
dayes then to be come;ſo as if the time ofthe es were by 
the holy Scri termed the latter dayes; much better may 
theſpirite of God in this placecall choſe the latter dayes,where- 
in both Lent and abſtinence from mariage were brought in. [. 
Infinite particularities which might bealledged,will I omit, 

as being content to haue touched ſome part of the groſleſt a- 
buſes , and now will proccede to ſpeake generally of our Do- 
Qors Jofrine,whuch I oy can not be taxed of hereſie . Some 
chinges doe they hold common with the Catholickes, and in 
ſome others doe they differ . As well the one as the other haue 
wherein they doe agree, and in either of 

chem may there be found ſome thinges diy table: for all men 
are men. Herein doe they differ, that the Doctors which call 
them ſelues Catholickes, Iſpeake of choſe of our dayes, haue 
their faces turned to ſuperſtition, where as the Reformed Do- 
Qors,haue as concerning that point, ſatisfied them ſelues by de- 
pou from Popiſh = =2187000 . Superſttious dofrine vp- 

tech the worthip of Images, which 1s Idolatric: andit 

holdeth the prohibition from mariage, and from the vſe of 
meates , which Gods ſpirite termeth the do&trine of deuils : Tt 
15 therfore found to be erronjous , fith the ſpirite of God doth 


fay,that ſuch mencleaucto the ſpitites of error, yea that they be 


cucn'reuolted from the faith , ſhewing that they haue eſtran- 
gedthem ſcluesfrom the true es therof,wherein it cori- 
uited them of herefie . In this then doe they differ, videl. that 
in the ſuperſtitious Doors there is herefie , but in the Refor- 
med there is nane . Some matters there is Ig 


- PotrrTrent): . mu 
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vtterly repu to the principles of faith . I know there be 
Ce Nike Doftces that ſome times doe skirmiſh nſt the 
Reformed,;& to perfivade men that there is crrourjn their wri- 


_ doe often tmes propound ſuch as the other ne- 
eof, orift LO poken of any ſuch, do wrelt their 
won into an cther ſence.But quran that in ſome point there 
= ſoine fault, as all men are men,& we will not make our Do- 
Rors Apoſtles, there is difference betweene a lunple 
and an herefic , but for that cauſe we may not taxe the R 
mation of hereſie, ſeing that we accompt not our Dodtors 0- 0» 
pinions as oracles,or groundes of dodtrine. | 
Moreouer we conteſle that we drawe neare to the Lordes 
day , and the day is ſo formed, that the breake of the day 
gocth before the ſunne riſing , and the ſunne riſing: before 
noone. The breakeof day is neuer ſo cleareas theſunne riſing, 
neither is the ſunne riſing ſolight as high noone, whereof we 
conclude,that in the Reformation , there is nothing ſocleare, 
but may be better lightened. Azaineatree bearcth 1Rs,that 
come not all vnto ripeneſſe, but ſomepart become-vntimely 
EY the tree letteth fall, & thoſe are ordinarily ſoure, 
bicter eh arermprs &c. and yet thereſt of the fruigt which 
prov weth vntill it be ripe proncth anew as for Euen ſo this age 
brought forth many hniteyayne writings, 
neither haue we as yet eine for the moſt , other then vn- 
timely fruits of Reformation, but when the ripe fruict _ 
reth,then ſhall we know the excellence thereof. Hereupon 1s 
it ſaid in the Reuclation, let him that is holy,ſan&he him ſelfe 
better,which teacheth vs to labour for oktion by correfting 
the imperfeftions that be within vs . Moreouer I fay that often 
times the Catholicke Doors doe in their Pulpites ſtriue a- 
panſt our DoQtors and obteine all the eiuilabg as if they 
d to deale witha partie,they might be forced to deuide it:for 
he that maketh his own hands toplay each againſt others (hill 
ſure to winne all , bue if he ſhould ſet chemto wraſtle with 
an other , is in daungerto to loſe. Butno man can ſay wehaue 
done amuſle, in giving oucs the Catholicke Doftours ,' main- 
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vs from the Pope, not the 
Nate Ethet ie . For wedoeallow of the ſtate of the Cler- 
PIR by God , ſo long as it cleaueth to Gods 
wes,which doe allow theeſtatethereof;vpon condition , that 


they renounce all ſuperſtitions repugnant to Gods word, and 
exerciſe equitic,charitic and 

The Pope and his ſuppoſtes 7 AI that Reformation is a 
new matter, and muſt therefore be authoriſed by miracles, hol- 
dingas a principle, that cuery new dottrinemultbe authoriſed 
by miracle . Which if it be ſo, I ſay their ſuperſtitions oughe 
rather to be authoriſed by miracles as being more new then 
the religion of the Reformed./For the P oſt auncient ſu- 
perftition is the ſame of the Croſſe & of Reliques , which holy 
Croſle {Helene the mother of C5ſtantine the great found after 
tic Councell of Nice: & therelſt No lince in proceſle 


of time,as In abſtinencefrs & ſuch 
like:&:thoſe — he m ror, the mother of 
nr: aud ſuperſtition, haucalready 


.coemued 1260. ROT TER I vr prefixed inthe 
Reuelation, ſo as thereby wemay know, that they are come to 


their full periode . I ſay tos the pure dodtrine conti- 
nued from the Apoltles vnto the of Nice : & that ſu- 
perſtitions crept.u{ince. Thisdoftrine then which was before 

a 5-qmor en in by Heleneand \by the 
Popes a yet more auncient then ſu- 
perſtition : and is __ Jofrine which the Reformed doe ſhoot 
at . The Religion therefore of theReformed ,is moreauncient 
chen the Popes ſuperſtitiuns , and therefore neede not to be 
authoriſed by miracles : hawng already bene authoriſed , by 
the ſame a Pop _— our Lord and the Apoltles did 
worke : an uf wr RT newer, ſtandeth in 
mw. mms a, yea and thus much 
willI mrs as 7" miracles, yet might they not 
ſuffiſero makeit of authoritie: For nomuracles can authoriſe 
chat dotrane, which the holy Scripture declareth to ang 
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ef 
any me ) yet if the ſame ſhould 
preach falſe Gods , he were notto be beleucd , but preſently 
to be ſtoned to death . Howbeit I fay, that in Popery they 
h no falſe Gods, but they doc thinges equiualent thereto. 
For encry thing whereto mandoth erect any worſhip , is by 
chat worthip made a God,ſothat as rel — = call 
— —_— any worſhip vnto ſo many 
Gethey mulre(Jode;amd erfore albcit they could worke mi- 
racles to authoriſe the dofrine , yet ought tuch miracles to be 
accompted among the nuracles wrought by the Heathen ora- 
cles aforetime . in as much as the Popes fauorers doe ſay, 
that Reformation is a new doftrine,and muſt be authoriſed by 
mes and miracles,I will gre them one,howbert T will giue 1t 
er the ſame maner as the Lord gaue it to the Scribes & 


riſtes,cuen the figne of the Prophet Jonas , taking it out of the Mer.n2.z9 


holy Scripture,and referring ittoa matter whichwas yet todo. 
Likewiſe may Ifay thatthe perucrſe and adulterous nation re- 
. quireth fignes,but ſhall hanc no other frgnes _ itthen the 
la that God gaue in theReuclation, that is,that if we ſeeand 
that ſhortrly,the ſame tobefulfilled vpon the Papacie, which is 
fo of the beaſt , & vpon Rome that which is foretold 
of Babylon:alſo that we ſee the faithfull that liue ynder theRe- 
formation,trumph ouer the beaſt,ouer his Image &charaRter, 
& the number of his name, & reſtore to Babylon double accor- 
_ her workes, and to fill double vnto her m the cup that 
ſhe hath filled to'vs : Then ſhall the ſame be to them a certaine 
fgne, thatthe Reformation is of God, and that it is theſeale of 
our approbation. 
Bur ——_— miracle doe you craue,th# to ſee in France 
a handfull of the Reformed, commitring many ouerſightes in 
the ſtate, and tunes ſaffering them ſclues to be ſnared 
through ouermuach mplicitie, ſtill hold out, notwithſtandin 
all the ſubtelties and endeuours of fo many mighticand wiſe 
EIEIT Ian mans 1 rag an Door 
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teiners of doftrines,to the end to cleaue to others 
which mainteine no ſuperſtitions. 

Suprtons then hae ſepara vs from the Pope, not the 
Pero allow of the ſtatc of the Cler- 
pie , as being orde} eiby God fo long as it cleaueth to Gods 

wes,whach doe allow the eſtate thereof, vpon condition , that 
ps 07s 9. 106 "020, NANO EET and 


excrciſe 

The Pope and his Re  hnebieaont isa 
new matter, and muſt therefore be authoriſed by miracles, hol- 
dingas a principle.that cuery new doftrine nes 6 1 
by miracle . Which if it be ſo, I ſay their ſuperſtitions 
rather to be authoriſed by murals being more new n 
the religion of the Reformed./For the cmcaſd- 
perftition 15 fam fe Crate of iques , which holy 
Croſle Helene the mother of Coſtantine the great found afrer 
e1c Coancell of Nice:&thereſt haue crept an ſince in 


coemued 1260. 
Recuelartion, ſo as 
nued from the Apoltles vnto the of Nie: & chat ſu- 
wi wne—voe 000 rare Thisdottrine then which was before 

in by Helene,and by the 
,and yet more auncient then ſu- 
perſtition : ?andis the dofirine which the Reformed doe ſhoot 
at . The Religion therefore of theReformed ,is moreauncient 
chen the Popes ſuperſtitions , and therefore neede not to be 
authoriſed by miracles : hawng already bene authoriſed , by 
he In which our Lord and the Apotes di 
worke :and P i 2nte.0n the newer, ſtandeth in 
greater neede es: yeaand thus much 


| prac eckfontering by miracles, yet might they not 


ſuffiſe to make it of authoritic: For nomuracles can authoriſe 
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Arine of deuils . Yea and Moſes ſaith, that albeit a Prophet 


a dreamer, ſhould or dreame any fuch dreame, as !-Pm4: * 
ſhould peraduenture came to paſſe ( which were miracles ſuf- 3» 
ficient to authoriſe any good doAine ) yet if the ſame ſhould 


preach falſe Gods , he were not to be beleucd , bur preſently 


to be ſtoned to death . Howbeit I fay, that in Popery they 
an reds” wonagdes gn ie noor thereto. 
r cuery thing whereto man doth any worſhip , is by 
that worthip made a God,ſo that as many Saindtes as they call 
vpon and ſerue, by creting any worſhip vnto them , ſo many 
doe they and albeit they could worke mi- 
racles to authoriſe the doArine , yet ought fuch miracles to be 
accompted the muracles wrought by the Heathen ora- 
cles aforctime . in as much as the Popes fauorers doe ay, 
that Reformation is a new doftrine,and mult be authoriſed by 
es and miracles,I will grac them one,howbeit T will giue 1t 
the ſame maner as the Lord gaue ir to the Scribes & Pha- 
riſies,cuen the f1gne of the Prophet 
holy Scripture,and referring ittoa matter which was yet todo. 
Likewiſe may Ifay thatthe perucrſe and adulterous nation re- 
g_ EET TIONS the 
thee Cod gave inthe Revielaricn than is,that if we ſceand 
that ſhorely,the ſame tobe fulfilled vpon the Papacie, which is 
fo of the beaſt , & vypon Rome that which is foretold 
of Babylon:alſo that we ſee the faithfull chat live vnder the Re- 
formation;tr! ouer the beaſt,ouer his Image & charater, 
& the number of his name, & reſtore to Babvlon double accor- 
ding to her workes , and to fill double vnto her m the cup that 
ſheFath filled to vs : Then ſhall theſame be to them a certaine 
figne, thatthe Reformation is of God, and that it is the ſcale of 
our approbation. 
But what greater miracle doe you craue,th@ to ſee in France 
a handfull of the Reformed, commitring many ouerſightes in 
the ſtate, and many tunes ſaffering them {clues to be ſnared 
through ouermuch citie, ſtll hold out, notwithſtandin 
all che ſubtelties and endeuours of ſo many mighticand wiſe 
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will reaſon according to the diſcourſe of Gamaliell and fay , If 
this Reformation be of men , the Clergie neede not to ſell 
their demaines,and conſume their revenues for the authorifin 
of jt , for it will cometo naught of it ſelfe, but if it be of 
the Clergy hauclcllec reaſon to walt theit goods to make warre 
againſt God. - | 
S.Paulc teſtificth, that abſtinence from mariage is a doAtrine 
of dewls: I know there may be ſundry cauilles alledged to ble- 
muſh this matter, howbeit it can not be ſo well ſcoured but 
there will remaine ſome filth. It may be demanded why he cal- 
leth ita doctrine of deuils.I anſwere, becauſe it is a doctrine re- 
pugnit to God.For God faid ,It is not good that mi be alone, 
ſpeaking generally ofall , as well of the Clergje as of the laitie, 
and the Pope thinketh it good that mi ſhould be alone,name- 
ly a Clergie man, wherein he contraricth God,& ſo did Satan 
contrarie God when he ſaid,7 ox ſbalidye the death, Againe,ma- 
riage was ordeincd for three cauſes , whereof two were expreſ- 
ſee in mans creation , videl . that woman might be a helper to 


.man,and for the generation of children . The third cauſe doth 


S.Paulc expreſlc ſaying, that it is better tomary then to burne, 
ſo ſhewing it to bea remedy againſt temptations. I may there- 


+ fore demandc,ſith God gaue this law generally to all men, why 


1.£07.7.36. 


This my 


ſhould the Clergie be depriued of a comon law?For ith temp- 
tations are common,they doe as much aſſault the Clergie as 0- 
thers , and they being thus depriued of the common remedie, 
muſt of neceſlitie fall,and ſo is this aſnare which the dewll hath 
ſct vp tocauſe them to ſtumble ,and ayoke that he hath layd 
vpon them vnder che pretence of holyneſſe Now if any will 
obiedt che ſayingof S.Paule.T har he which marieth bis dangh- 
ter doth well,but he that murieth her not,doth better, Launſwcre, 
that S.Paule in the ſame place ſaith, Faciar quod wwlr, nor peccat 
fi nnbar,which 1s,let her do as ſhe ſhall thinke good, ſhe ſinneth 
not,though ſhe mary. And proceeding in his purpoſe. he ſaith, 
T hat the father may keepe her a vrgme , it13 to be mcant, If ſhe 
wall,according to the former ſaying, Thatſhe doe as ſhe will. 
vertion I authoriſe by S.Paule who ſaith;that he ſpea- 
keth not this to ſet a ſnare; for to force the maydens will, were 
as 
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as mych af co ſet i ſhare ther way: bd detent 
clude thereupon 7 that they which of yoluntarie abſtinence 
from juariage hang tyadga Jaw;, bipdiag the peppleto one of 
theſe extremities.yidel. cther to forbearc mariage, of Eceleſia- 
ſticall functions hauc ſet aſnareand vndertaken morethen'S. 
Paule. In ſumme, we ww ſce that the dents ereted this ſnare 
to cauſe the Clergje\to fall chereat; and thereof it commetrh 
chat $. Paulc termethabſtinence from mariage, a dottrine of 
devils,I fpeake of the Prieſtes vowed haltitie,whichs fi 
to law . EucnatcheCounccll.of Nite di the nay 
ro brifis this chicir dotrme into-the Church-, | 
withſtood it, and the Councel} would not air) yok we 
her, that the Church vatilt the Nicene Councell , , was free 
frowe thoſc ions ,for the which we hage hurt 
pacie: A nora er? iy 7s 


chy,oony Relyon,heymult proce ct i pen 
forme as it was at the | of Nice; T he ragns Bev 


reth to bring the rokeof the Tridentine Councelt into Fra: ce, 
but wecraue the of the Nicene Cohen te 
of the Charcli may beſuch as.ic w— t 
(Mes vneill the time ofche: Councell of Nice > 
neither Popenor' | ſupetltition- -, 3 rio The of 
S. Paule .gerer yr vs to pray 1 tellzgil 
the eadrhe people may: be edhed : whereot.j 
Gods word and matters d thcreup 


3 delireof well doing! | y «84.1549 þ - 
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£ CN ANN 
AN APOLOGY FOR THE GENE- 


NERAL CAVSE OF REFORMATION, | 
| g4inft the the [clanders of the Pope andthe Learie. 


THE11. Soweridradas 


=>E have promiſed w feaſt our readers with divers 
W, Ces; andin part of performance thereof;haue 
F hitherto & re:/them ; onely Inſtrucuue and 
Theologjieall fruits, Iereſtech now that we pre- 
OD —_ them with fruiftsPoliticke & admonitorie: 
role; our difcours to the King and the Clexgze: & 
the Pope: m——_ .agane tothe Catholicke 
wart we why alſo entreatof the Reformed Princes , againſt 
ivhom cfpecially the Pope hath addre(ſtd his ſclaunders ; and 
then of the Miniſters and Reformed people. 
Theking hath promifed,yeafworneto driue all rs 
olit of Frauince Tt 15 xgood wowethat his Maicltic hath made, 
onely the qu porn ebrrontme thoſe be. Now's it ſo that they 


bh errein the iples of faith,and ſoconle- 
qty hey vi bad ed from the faith are the here- 
ope mnaintcineth a doQrine contrarie to the Goſ- 


dope <A - _ of mk rhe and 
h fordi vfurp! dominion 
nds c 


ll, ich os 
_ te eritzunce,and'the making; 
of men,or mens foules,as theReuelation calleth it: and there- 
forche is an heretickeatid in performanceof the kinges vowe, 
ought to bedriuen out of Fraunce : I ſay,driuen out of France, 
that is to ſay,his dominibn driuen out of France. 

It is alledged, that no hereticke ought to ſucceede to the 
crowne : To this article may the king of Nauarre well ſub- 
ſcribe,for in him is not to be founde any one ſpot of herehie, 
but it is a ſclaunder of the Pope, who lendeth him this cha- 
ritie , to the ende to weaken the _ of the Reformation 


and ſo to ſtrengthen the League fo ſtrongly , that it may 
oucr- 
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onerrule both cn , and ſhut'vp the king in © * 
ſome Couent of Cl:arterhouſe Monkes',, for tomake one of 

che League , a creature of the Popes, and one of the kin be 
Spaines PElioners,km wg : and through _ fo trouble the 

Nate of Fraunce , and aboli{h, RN of the French 
Church : For long hath the Pope ldnned in foot,and ma- 
ny.aday hath. he tomoleſt once kinges: now he 


Gielderh hum ſeclfe ynder pretence of Reformation ; bue ww 


was Reformation at thewarres of Millan, when the 
nothing but lay ſnarcs for the kinges aÞ France', in the 


of theEniperour and kui 5 ner ys, lachnact 
membraunces of Bellay, erein finde Ces cnoughz 
ea now albeit the he the Reformarid were nn e&t would 

finde occaſions to trouble the kinges of France , a v7 
fore it isan eaſic matter for him to finde that pretence, thereby 
the more cunningly tocompaſle his drifees . And had he eucu 
ſet his foote vpon the kin es throate, yet were it nonewes for 
Pr AE much to £3" perour : of had he thruſt our 


king into ſome Monaſterie,yet ſhould henot bethe firl},cicher 
King of Fraunce that the havecouled, - 
bue 


Emperour or 
| times: did I marucile why the 
the Reformed Princes of hereſie, yea and all 
hauing read the 12. of the Reuelation,, hee it Rid 
that the andold Serpent,which isthedcuill,doe accuſe 
our brethrE before God both day and night; I was reſolued: for 
linpievunmanidonhedbe: inkdeſieſoideions 

in benecounſa Ns 
France : te counſallis yood; if 1 may bec 
There be two wayes to atchieueit, or at the aver wrrTyt 
man purpoſcth,bue God diſpoſeth. The firſtis the fame,which 
the wks ck aranncrine of Mahometes law; and that 
13 the ſword : but this meancs is , ructiand doubtfal, 
ww EY boy nn , and heisaffared of wannitg 
| as rkre.0oh yea ant is tydanmons;whereaFivecon- 
cue hk coders eaſe wry > 14g ol 

y the League, & worke tyrannicagain(t or 
I MOL CADE 7 Mo ding 
S. F ij *Y 


{ Nom.16. 


£* 


*cordes oc by'gret punilluncnts,and thertore let vs ſufter them 
1 co 
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to that paſſe, all Frenchmeniin. reaſon are to take armes to free 
the king from the eyrannie of the League . Alſo to take away 


afchiſine is to put outa fire with fireor with oyle: Bue fire 18 


neuer quenched with fire , but with water : that is , the fire of 
ſchiſme muſt be quenched with 'the water of reaſon, which is 
ſtronger, and ſtanderh with more equitie then ivarte it ſelfe 
Theother meanes izſure & may be performed without bloud- 
ſhed,ycait is a Chriſtian meanc, grounded vpon reaſon,truth 
and godl{ynele.It eonliſterh in reiefting the yoke of the Spas 
niſh Inquiſition and Councell of Trent, propounded by the 
League, & reſtoring the Catholicke Religion to the libertic of 
the Nicene Councell,free from the Pope and burthen of his ſu- 
perſUtibs , Thiscourſcif the king would vndettake,we thould 
never neede tofeare the League:tor albeit the League and Cler+ _ 
gie would cut of all the fattion of Reformation, yet ſhould 

notReformation quayle;for God vpholdeth1t, and for proofe 
hereof the experience of 30:ycarcs might ſufhi(c:But if the king 
and Clergy would fauour the cauſe of Reformation,the League 
would make no greater haſt then to hide it ſelfe; The Clergie 


. may 4magine,that this can not be done without their hurt and 


loſle, in reſpe& of divers donations,made ypon fome abuſe, or 
Taperſtitions and vnlawfull vſc: hereto I auun{were;that it js not 
neceſ[arie, that,that which hath bene ginen toanvnlawfull ens 
tent, ſhould therefore be taken away, but tather conuerted to a 
berter-vle,as were the 250. golden ccnſtrs offered for aconſpi- 
racieby Coresconfexerates , which were conuented toa. good 
ve, videltobeturnod-inco golden plates, tobe yd vpon the 
Lordes alcar!\:Euen ſo that hath bene gen to pray for prede- 
cefſours ſoules departed, may be conuerted to inſtructions for 
ſucceſſours ſuruiters, of fo pray to God for them: & ſo ſhould 
ithe Clerg] - gary —p loſſe.But if the Clergiewall notbe con- 
tent walk manifeſt reaſon , but obſtinately bonding agaualt 
"che trurhi;ſeeke our ſubyertion- we will leave them co trye in 
vayne;hbwtdroat out Reformation.and walt their reuenues: 
for we know that in the end they ſhall be forced tocome to it: 
God can well.enough reclaime them, either of their owne ac- 
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ſute, it helpeth much to doe his whole 
endeuour;and tooffer his aduerſaric all w{t and ceafonable of- 
fers ; for by that meanes he may bring his aduer{arie to, reaſon 
and agreeinent , healſo cutteth of all ſutes,orels.conuinceth his 
enemy of frowardneſſe,and ſo iuſtifying his cauſc,enclineth the 
Iudge to fauoir him. Euen ſo we knowing that weare to deale 
with the great Iudge which is God,alſo that we owe a ducticto 
our king doe ſccke to findeout all mcanes how to ſatisfie him 
with reaſon , and toturne away his wrath, which the Lea- | 
rs doe wrongfully kindle againſt vs,and therefore we offer 
tothe Catholikes ſo much as in right , reaſon, and equitiewe 
may,ſo as it is not our fault , and we doc waſh our handes of 1t 
hep God hows thus a mY lee pet AWE g the 
zult motions that we make and pro , diſdaine not 
Vs;but the truth which is of God, For if they havean harme, 
it is their owne fault, aud God willnot puniſh them FR 
cuident & iuſt reaſon, for their contumacie,in that they would 
notobey his truth, | 
j Ifa RUOTEI Magpend eo his __ &at dinner retain 
.him.an appletocate,and it cl cth a worme to be\therqzn, 
as ME etages it bh heatll ive vrge his friend tg = 
the worme with the apple, but will gue ham leaueto take away 
.the worme before he cate the apple , cucn ſo now the Catho- 
lickes doe inuite vs to eateof the fruict of their Catholicke Re- 
I:gion,yhercinlyethaworme, which 1s the Popilh ſuperſhitis, 
yea cuen the Papacicit ſclfe,let them then take out the worme, 
or ſuffer vs to take it out , and then we wall not refule to cate 
of that fruchat is offered. 
Morxeouer thc Reformed Religion is no other but the aun- 
cient Cathohcke , ſuch as it was from the time of the Apoltles 
-vato.the Nicene Councell,and differeth not fr6 the Catholicke 
at this day., but inthinges contrary to Gods word, broughe in 
ſince the ſaid Councell, as is the Popes domination, repugnane 
to thedodtrine of the Goſpell,taughe by the. mouth of Telus 
Cluiſtand S.Pecter, which oy” vſurping of dominati6 9- 
Ik eederh tr aanacs./; 
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L»k.22. 25 Wherefore he hath expreſlely forbi 


uer the Lordes inheritaunce, and of other the conſequences of 
the Papacie ,as are the ſuperſtitions , which haue borne ſway 
fince Nh ſaid Councell , and were brought in immediatly 
after the ſame , and ſince haue bene augmented and vphol- 
den vnder the Papacie .I ſay, that if his Maieſtie would {6 
greatly benefire his Realme , equitie would require that it 
might be done by the conſent of the Reformed plaineifs, being 
called andfreely heard. 
his one queſtion will I propound: why our Lordamon 
his Apoſtles would not Slow oy eer hen an other ? fo 
en them to vſurpe domi- 


M#.20.25 nion , whereto Iaunfyere, that his intent was, they ſhould be 


ſubieRt co Cruill dominis,as the Prieſthood of Aaron was fub- 
ie to the Tudiciall ſeate of Moſes . And wherefore *Weknow 
that ſormtime thicre fall out ſuperſtitis, which are tobe Refor- 


4.King x8. med CELESTE was that of the braſen ſerpentin the time 


of Ezechias, and Idolatries in the dayes of Tofas,and ſuch if che 


4. 
4-King.23. kinges doefuffer,the Lord will call them to accompt for them, 


making them accomptable jtis alſo reafon he ſhould gue 
them power to corrett , and that this power ſhould not bein 
ſubieCtion to the Biſhops. So did Ezechias and Tofias bring in- 
| rothe Srngh of Ifraell, fach ray ere ths we _— in 
raunce,neither therein depen ce high Prieſts, 
but as hauing dominion , norman #- grel high Prieſtes to 
breake the Idols,and topurge the Temple,neither needed they 
to call any Councell for the determining of thoſe matters , bue 
did with all ſpeede ſet hand to that buſineſle;tothe end to take 
away the cuill, fo ſoone as they knew of it . But at this day the 
Kings and Princes of Europe, in ſtead of mainteining their au- 
thoritie which God hath giuen them, doe referre them ſclues 
tothePope , andthe Popeto the Councell of Trent , which 
hath rather empaired then amEded their affaires. Thus do they 
as it were ſecke Phiſicke after a man is dead. And thecontem 
of the Priuiledges which God hath giuen them, hath brought 
their Realmes and dominions into trouble, namely Fraunce, 
where as had the king maintcined the authoritic which Tefus 
Chriſt attributeth og allowing Grurmghect2es- 
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chias,had Reformed the ſuperſtitions of the Church, his Ss bing 

dome had bene in peace:yea had he employed the fi 

the League hath cnploydagunltum le fe,in the he recouericof 

thoſe countreis,, which lolt , he might 

hauerecouered them, or obicined ancewcrowne . Thus ma 

more will I alſoſay , that un caſe his dams hay pc 
the copalling of chat which we 

- eo fearethethreates of the Leagye, which "—_— loude fo lo cuer it 
ſpakeheuld ſoone be glad cart frhs þo8 28 ja and thoſe that now 

eface his Maieſtic,ſhould wherein 


to hide the (clues. There is ana cat to = the km 4: wah 


in the court: ofthis adaile, fromtchicain byr 

which if he labour to c6quere by the ſword, e will with great 
dfqultiebriagropallatAod urely he hath but bad counſel, 
that wall put pam; ou wen Shchema tg pots 
Chriſtfigerh ourkd ke 
co hum lonely » the ——— 
[toope to his creature.Such as are in bonda 


__ 
= 


oke of the my ey C_ 
pearl 
Nis Papacie moms by the 
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betheprincipallina Kalender,which is to make it begin with 
an Equmottiall or a Solſtice : but adnur he did very well , yet 
was this correfton a matter of ſmall importance mreſpe& of 
the correction of fuch ſuperſtitions ,as troubleche whole Nate 
of Chriſtendome at this day : whereupon Tfay , that the king 
might make a farre more famous and neceffarie correRion, 
videl by corre&ing the ſuperſtiti5s that are yepugnant both to 
the conſcience &eltate & fo celebrate the memory of his king- 
dome,with a furre moreexcellet Charafterthen Po Grego- 
ry hath done-vea and that'after the imitation of cthoſe,thathaue 
bene betrer qualified in-Gods word , then ener was Pope Gre- 
gorienamely Ezechias and loſtas , who were-the Reformers,of 
che Church , Manaſles alſo-though firſt a-deformer, yet after al- 
fo Reformer hkewiſe .'S . Paulem che beginning af 

rer and deftroyer of the Church yet after a builder of the ſame; 
andtill it lyeth in Gods power to raiſe ypſuch'; The Tetigue 
weeneth tohane brought the king to that ſtay; as toſet foote 
vpon his throat , by laymg of ſhares for him at Paris, and(dri- 
ung his faithfulleſt ſeruaunts from about him;They chinke to 
make their accompt to doe all that they mays, ſay all chat they 
dare, and imagine all that they Juſt: bue all arenot out of hart, 
that doc diſſemble . The League parpoſed to muffe yp the 
French , with-the Spaniſh Inquifition : but the Frenchtmens 
neckes are not fit for ſuch a wlts ; The French naturally and 
'for the moſt part hath his harte ar his tonguesend |, thit1s'to 
fay,is openfree and without colour, notbemga double hartetl 
perſon , neither HR nor diflembler,as _ thatſuffer 
the Inquiſition to bridle them ; Wherefore it18 afit meanes'to 
Jeadethe Leagueto a downfall,and ro conuert the Papacie 1n- 


bw, 


toa Popedame aboliſhed. p 
' The Popes purpoſe in dewſing the League , was no other 
' but to make ametamorphoſe of our king, eucamorereall me- 
' tamorphoſe then the tranſubſtantiation,mm couctting him fra 
Hicronimite King,into a Charterhouſe M6ke ſornetimeking. 
I know the king 1s agreat Catholicke, yetthinke I'not thathe 
ſo loueththe Pope & his ſuperſtitions,that therefore he would 
change his Crownefor a Chanethouſe Monkes coule. [109 


0 7MOICITTQ KEY 
As forthe at is no:marucile though they would mai 
flv emer mo, yon 1sthingnaturall -, neither would the © 
DOE eo age em theits :; I will not be a 

arcroftheir cſtate, the-Chriſt wasof the Pharifies: 
Bur Ce ee ancient weehedne th Fi taren 
hold ſuperſticion,andperſecute ſuch as will notobey the ſame? 
Let chem cthinkevpon their bulineſle yt no ſmall matter to 
become us 0 mg who {ocucr oppreſlerh "0 ran 
ences, ſubmictimg toa yoke repugnant to word, 
nchireda hin fe anenemicto God |. Andcraly they might 
mamrteine their eſtate, albeit they abandoned ſuperſtition , yea 
and obtcine thepruuledge _ , which at this day is no 
ſinall matter m rance, in reſpeRt the numbers of men ſlaine 
in the warres,and thequantitie af rich enheritrixes left:as well 
widowes as maydens. I marucile alſo what reaſon they hauc to 
withſtand Reformation, which conteineth nothing repugnant 
to their eſtate , neither any thing thatis not Ka for 
them;and choſe rather to cleaue to the Popes , the auncient ſe- 
o_ p— to _ =_ of Fraunce and the French Clergie, 
ho vpon hatred tothe French Clergic,haue madea Decree at 
Romeghat Cent Bake hontnee Pope of the French Na- 
tion*, and that hatred haue they alwayes ſhewed againſt che 
French kinges ſo oft as oportumtie would ſcrue,not m wordes 
onely but alſoin deeds. But moſt of all I maruell why the Cler- 
ncaa warreat their owne charge 
againſt Reformati6:herein hath the Pope pl edrhe Clergicns 
braue a tricke ofa Phariſic as cuer man did or hebath loaden 
them with agreat burthen , whercto him ſelfc would not ſet his 
finger:& ſe here: is he from entering into any charges thereof, 
that he hath cuen waſhed his handes of all. In like maner hath 
he alſo brought the king of Spaine into great charges , aboue 
the building vp of this ſeamanſter his nauall UV af 2 
him a million of gold,ſoſooneas his power ſhould ſet foote in 
England , and this million of gold could he well cnough wredt 
-— the pooreby his Bulles and Pardons : but when the king 
Ambafſadour-came to demaunde this ſumme, his 


of Spaines 
- 27 Et EIS PRIAL 3 1 before thearmy had 
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ofa 
Marquiſatefor his nephew. This is a cunning player at the Bo- 
hemits game,yet looketh he not whether he bl eickin or with- 
out,al is one to him ſothat he may get,but in getting he forget- 
ecth nothing. Now1in your opiniongf he thus mockethithe king 
of Spaine his eldeſt ſonne,and the chief piller ofhis houſe,what 
will he doe totheſe,whom he hateth of old? will heſparethem, 
or hurt him ſelfe to doe them good ? And the League is it any 
better for the Clergic,then for him,fith the Clergiemuſt rather 
beare thec s then he ? No, itis more for the Pope ; for it 
worketh for the ſtate of the Pope, not for the ſtate of the Cler- 
gy.conſidering that Reformationcotrarieth the Popeseſtate & 
not the Clergyes , but the Popes not content with making the 
Clergie ſpend their revenues , but withall he forceth them to 
ſell their demaines, a matter neuer accuſtomed before . The 
auncient kings of Juda in time paſt, did ratherſell the veſlell of 


z.King. 16, the Lordes houſe ,'then medle with the e, but che P 
18. 'hadrather make them not onely to mw — a, 306 al 


alſo to ſell temporalties,then to employ the Images and ſuper- 
ſtitious Reliques crefted contrary tothe word of God: ſo "ac 
vnto him 1$ ha that God hateth,and ſomuch doth he cotemne 
that which God hath ordeined. Befades the co may ce, 
how being onceburthened with theſe charges,the king hauing 
to leauic the tenthes , care I 

Ring of them : In che beginnn ; c d 
Jeuicd but ate many ry" apr 917 haue 
bene brought into a cuſtome , and thereof it is come, that the 
Clergic conceaued an imagination that this exattion would 
neuer ceaſe, without the rooting out of all ſeekers of Reforma- 
tion:and thereupon they conſented to the _— get out 
at once:and in the meanc time haue ſold their demaines,and yet 
muſt neuertheleſſe pay their tenthes 2all which notwithſtan- 
ding Reformation is ncucr the more rooted out : ag 
e 
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the c6ſÞiracie, neither do they vnderſtand the purpoſe thereof: 
and the Pope madeit not to Reforme the time of Philip the 
Farre, when he cauſed the kinges owne children to conſpire a- 
their facher : but it 1s an old pract 
the French kinges cardes, and to ſceke 
Pragmaticall SanRion ,as well againſt the ki 
Clergie , bat he is glad to take the cauſcot 
doake , to the end vnder thereof , to doc that which 
otherwiſe would be very hard for him to doe. 

Bue I pray yon, what cauſe haue they toobeya forrain Fran- 
ciſcan Fner,rather then ſome one of the French Clerg1e?For the 
Pope hath benea poore M6kith deuill,that hath caſt his coate 
to catch the Papacie,and would now gladly vacrowne the king, 
to make hun a There be amog the French mas» 
ny Princes, Lordes and men of accompe, whom we mught bet- 


day: Anon Tre ing rr er mee 
pbey a not enough in Fraunce, that do bet- 
ter deſerue it then he , who was neuer created Pope but 
Be iederthen the werdinetoiohan') But la-aifon Ber 
muſh Franciſcan were fatter to che French ez yet 
were it requifite he were brought into France, ſo to ſpare both 
oof pood Qphen cole fre from hsfol 7 ba 
icofas ,tolye | : 
now a dayes we makeſuch rVags doc neuer vilite their 
flockes,yea that neuer ſee the ,that they cnitle them ſcl+ 


ues ſhepheardes of. 
G 


*4”.* # Totheendto 
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up:the Clergy in theLeague, they were per- 
ſwaded,that nee moncths the Reformatis ſhould = 
terly extinguiſhcd;&now there hauc paſled aboue foure times, 
12. and they yer neucrthe nearer, ſauinganamldplyingofcx-, 
penſcs,chey hauc bat fer forward their ownedeltrudtion, and, 
yet are they to take new. deliberations. , I wonder they know. 
not that it 15 1n vayneto {true againſtGod. There is aocoulcll 
againſt God that can: | e,well may they makemany mee-. 
tinges,cather of $ $or Eſtates : but ifchcy coter any coun- 
ſell againſt Godjhe will ſcatter thcuayea hlbeis ehey hide them | 
ſclues,yet arc they nothidden from hum-.,,Let the Clergie ac», 
copt all the charges they haue bene at, and the purchaſes by the. 
League returned to the profite of the Clergie :& then Jet them 
come to ſub{tration , ſo.Lam affured they ſhall fande that the 
Clergie hath ſcattered,rather then mulciplicd,ſo as the.remain- 
| ders being put to intereſt, yall never bring them agy,profice, 
neither! yet augment their revenues : let them recken, what 
goodes they hane ſold , and what rentes they have conſumed, 
and they ſhall finde that chey doe amount to more then thae 
that hath bene ſold fromthe: {hall che Reformed 
1m the cnd recouer theirs againe;but ſo.thallnot the Clerg) 

As for the Cardmall of ,it were better for hum to 
ſhoot at the ſoucraigne Bi ckein Fracc, the at the crown, 
& to practiſe the ſucceſſion of the Crowne for his nephew the 
king of Nauarre, yet not by a League or conſpiracic agunitthg 
king.So might he cret two good pillers to beare vp his houlc; 
& this might he doe without ſtirring vp ſuch Tragedics,as are 
now ſcene in Fraunce: as alſothe eſtate of a ſoucraigne Biſho- 
prick might more caſily be giue ham, in relpe that already he 
15 one of the chief Princes of the bloud , and both Prumatc and 
Peere of France, beſides that he ſhould aſpixe to that, whuch ſti- 
dutenethendaa— ap area ight 

oy during the kings life: for it may | outl; 
TE hum to renounce his Prieſthood, 
wherem he hath kept him ſclfe vato his old age:as alſo he may 
chinkehat ſuch as promiſe him thecrowne, viing his pretence 
to the ouerthrow of his familic,do wal know that charitic be- 
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ET ke cronnebut miliie his owne head rather” * © >» 

umn a Briar: Paviee toe cho there cfm —__ 
males, riſes and focegurs may be þ can 

wel Ellen he Age be 


{pecde which is, 
eucry man walkc infns I : he as: {1.Cor,7.20 
led to the Prieſthood, let im chen ſo concimuc,and cthinz th 


can not be Moſes be content to be Aaron. , 

\Lhauc before noted for a fault in the Reformed,that thay 
hauc not made «offer to the Clergie, of the ca lg! 
erg TT. rue: bu 7 lun 

a er fault in c to imagine 
Ins all chat it offereth not. , Iris moſt 


cache al hun . EF rn fake 
4 I pain 


Ws ſchiſme 
as ILY hath raiſed;For I acc6 wort No cauſe 'of this mil. 
chief &forczudgement , whey tag ar mingled che Cler- 
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y '. L * - * gfies cauſe with his-owne , perfwading the 1 that if 


concernedall their eſtates, and herein hane the Cler- 
gicbeneto blame,that they nener ſoughtout the of this 
controuerſie : for had they { neyerſo liele,they had found 
chat their eftate was not in queſt the ſuperſtitiss, which 
had they taken away,they had ended all ſchiſme : 
we ing the Popes ſabteltie, who ſecketh to make the 
ReGemation odious eothe Clerhe, by pafiredin them thar 


Reformation wilt ouerthrow their eſtate, doeraiſe vpa ſhield 
againſt char ſhaft , that is, by deuiding the Clergies cauſe from 

Popes, and ing that Reformation not contrarie 
the eſtate of the ie: beſides, taking the ſame ſhaft , were» 
curne it into the flanckes ofthe beaſt, by prouing that the Re- 
formatis ſhooteth at the Papacie,as being enemy tothe 
eftate,becauſc hers thebeaſt mentioned in the Reudatis, 


death,ſhallaffo be healed againeashe hath bene wouns 
ded tothe death by the doftrine of the Martirs,and healed a- 
gaine for a timer but being now broken out againe, he can ne- 


uer be cured,andit can not be but deadly and paſt cure. 


Nate of Europe. He 
Images 

Ce and fuck like,and 

feſſe that Gods word admutteth Ecdlefrafticall dignities, eu& to 

che ſoucraignetic after the order of Tethro, but itadmittcth not 

any domination of an vniuerſall Biſhop: neuertheleſle if there 

were no controuerfie but the degree , yea and albert there were 

ſomeabuſes,yet =; nh; borne:bur ſein iv gangs 7 _ 

fuperſtitios,as are direftly repugnant to wor 

ſame the BUN & nrncebebornemeither cane 

doe better, then to abandon it as the enemy to Chriſt and has 

eruch, yet doe Tay, that albeit he will renounce all ſuperſtiti- 

ons , yet ought not the faithfull tobe bound to obey hum : for 
no 
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no man can lay vpS the faithtfull che yoke which the Lord h 


not 4 wy Se but] oo were more tole- 
yarn nba e doctrines of dawls. 
—_— 


on. .and. conlience, and to 
—— ey whe ad Hy 


oh Dapart bur co rouble 


ſtate of Kings & Princes?It hath heKin 
EE a Hs Ie hath 
be emlintirnioidaducmirs 
womans are . It maketh him to mainteine an Inquiſition, 
whuch is but a Popith tyranny, and can not but breed his de- 
ſtruftion . But what good hedonein Fraunce, in cauſing 
che eee to enter Longen [++ vox ", king , m_ and ar 
againſt m ? deſtroyin - 
med aw eFw«edr 69 he but him ſelfe? And had the 
pore pantnlekem wy ables do. > x 
loyed again ewi 
in ocer nome 1s owneand now haue bene at 
wer —_" jor property th ng lum 


gainſt him ſelfe: but not properl 
metro leapt , Forthe king is a qa) nba re 
League hath a 9. Farr yes. nag 11 


rance . Againe for what ſerueth the Papacie in Fraunce,but to 
ſuck vp her ereaſures ? Fraunce would pare er ove 
Emperour,yet doth ſhe pay tribute to the Emp! 
key but a creature of the Empire. Vpon 

arc rfien to var atopy ace ar —_ ifin 
France there were no man capable of ſuch deciſions? If thoſe of 
Rome be better,whyicauſe we them not tocome unto Fraunce, 
but muſt ſtill beat new charges to goe to Rome? 

Nay why be not our Parliaments alſo triſlated fr6 France to 
Romeyperaduenture the Romaines may be more capable to de- 
cide Cnull cauſes then che Frerichins: or ich the Pope hath the 
honor todecide the Ecclefiaſtical cauſes, we might giue the Em- 

perour the deciding of the Ciuill : but if the French be skilfull 
enough rodecide Gaaill matters,they ca wel enough ſhift with 
Ecclefaafticall if neede require ; But what Coth the Papaciefor 
the French Clergic, Coe C——_ them:by making them fcl] 
11 
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Altics & waſt their reyenues to entich the 
Wed them felues in va Wo prope. out the Reforma. 
cion'?'T he Clergie warr me $a 1 gee on 
mation, but 1 pitic themfeing hae the Pope 
and the League deuoureth hm to ever ty, mt long 
1s it ſince Chriſtes Vicar becamea Trken, —_ tomainteine 
his Religion by the fworth? And ofalltheſe fooliſh driftes the 
people ſinarteth molt; by encurring infinite lefles 'and ouer- 
throwes vo" a fooliſh tanſie that the Pope hath taken fo 0- 
nerthrow Reformation with the ſword . 1pray you if Refor- 
mation thould haue bene ouerthrowen with the {word , could 

one handtull of people haue ſtood thele 28 . yeares in Fraunce? 
could they yet haue borne out,if God had not holden them vp, 
conliderin ng how oft they haue bene aſſaulted ,and as oft cir- 
cumuented ? But who euer went about to roote out Refor- 
mation once planted in his countrie , and hath not laboured 
im vayne ? Onely the Prince of Parma, who thinkeeh to hauc 
florithed, tolily inthe Low Countries , bur cuery bloſſome be- 
- commeth not fruidt , '\neither will his ſtalke Sigh any ſheffe 
wherewithtoenrich the garner . Two thinges will onerthrow 
\ him. The one for thathe hath baniſhed Reformation:the other 
becauſehe hath hard] nd the eons — g 
their country & boores,as propound e & princi- 
le, that better 1s a waſt country the al 
caue that which he on tten,yea & 7 ifhe ſcape with his 
skinne . This is a t that God hath infhed vpon 
Spaine, for perſecuting vides faithfull withche Inquifitien : that 
ſhe might haue bene rich with the {poiles of the Ind1as,had ſhe 
not waſted them vpon the molelting of the Low Countryes. 
If the kinges Parliaments were entangled inthe Emperours 


e ſhall welee him 


handes , he would employ all his power to reconer them,and 
his Ecclefiaſticall Iuriſdition being ſnared'in the Popes hand, 
he laboureth not to recouer it , the canſe whereof feemeth to 
be onely becauſe the ſetting them free may coſt him ———_ 
for heneede doe no more but forſake the Pope as the Engli! 
& Dutch hauc done, nerther ſhall he be able to opE his mouth 
and aske, why doc you fo? 


True 
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True it is that the Popes eſtateis hurtfull and ruinous,but it > 
is not hurtfull toany but to thoſe that be his partakers , It is 
hcl otheking of aine, in pu kim ogra charges 
and fooliſh nothing:and to Fraunce 11 t 
whole ſtate in vob] Bue aq harme hath it done to Eng- 
land,tothe Reformed partes of Germanie, or to Suitzerland? it 
hath ſpit his venome bnt vpon lis owne faRtion: forlake him, 
and he can hurt you no more. 

Truenis , that at;this.timeit ſeemeth hard toforlake the 
Pope, becauſe of they power of the League : but gine ouer the 
Leaguc, and let the Ken and Clergic a don —_ 'ou {hall 
ſoone ſeeboth Lea Papacy —_ naught. pps. | oath 
though it ſtay a w + alatekla will be the end of the grune: 
when rull-15 done, the Lenin vnlcague it ſelfe, and it will 
ncuer vnlcague it ſelfe but with the Popes deſtruion. 

The Popes combar againſt the 1ghe of the Goſpell,witnc(- 
ſed by the Martirs and Reformed, hath reſembled cebarlibe 
tweene the moth & thecandle, which burvech farit her vi 
and then her feete;; ſo'as ſhe mcerecbegeninins ts 
be wholy burne . So hath the Pope (inged his winges in Eng- 
rang ra reno yoga» a 
the e e the whole Pa 

be 'haened: Deana ſay chat che Dope and theworhs ae 
bak ſprong bus of one doublc yolked egge ,they doe fo rc- 
ſemble in their fight . Thus mack I will fay , that when che 
Martirs com ained of the ſuperſtitions , if ie Pope had had 
any care to ſatisfic their complaintes , his kingdome might 
hane continued : Bur he perſecuted theniand hlofthegedi 
-m the places aforenamed- : yea now had the remnant of 
kinzdome bene peaceablc had he nor ſtirred vp the League: he 
thought by the Ro to cHtound go yr Ry uy a” 
alyie well be his deftration . For the Chriſtian kin 
therby perceauexthat he 15 aftſherfor Ecles, ele rob tofilh 
onely m water;and can not forbeare croubling the whole 
eſtate of Europe . France ſhall know by char which 
the Reformed could ncuer with all the cloquence of Demoſt- 
ces a mats * © 200 the Popes cltate 
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— 2.9” Hs ruinous tothe people in making them it vayne to waſt the 
*noney;goods, & perſons both of the Clergic & people,not ca- 
tins for others daiigers,ſo as he may bring tus purpole to pal 
and this foremadgemee can not bur at legth procure the opes 
-ofterthrow , ' which he hath found 1n titans to ouerthrow 
Reformation, neither-is there Pope , Emperour or King that 
{ceketh the deſtruttion ofthe truth,but de{troyerh hum ſelfe. It 
kinges could well conſider this point , they would neuer make 
Fach haſt with their owneharines to bend che ſelues againſt the 
truth ': whichif cuerittooke place, it 1s now in this periode 
wherein Teſus Chriſt will raigne , and deſtroy euery kingdome 
that ſhall withſtand him, whuchis a ſong quite repugnant to 
the League . '-Hitherto ichath ſeemed thac to get dominion 
they needeno more but turne their backes to Chriſt but now 
the cale doth alter. 

But 15 not "this wonderfull , that ſoſoone as Ieſus Chriſt 
ſhewed him felfe to bethe Lambe chat ſhould cake away the 
-{mnes of the world ;the Wolaes with their gluttonous: nature 
haue cometo deuoure him ;and at theirapproch haue founde 
him to haue the pawes of a Lyon as being the Lyon of Iuda? 
What may this meane,xf he bea Lambe,how cometh it to pale, 

thathe hath the pawes ofa Lyon, or if he be a Lyon, why bea- 
rethhe the ofaLambe?O my triend,heis.a Lambe,yetar- 
med with the Lyons pawes, to rent in peeces the wolues that 
would deuourhim. 

Well, let vsalitle more nearely conſ1der the Popes goodly 
efices the hath armed him (ſelfe with the Councell of Trent, 
as with a Trident or 3.tynedforke to play Neptune & to com- 
maund the waters .'He hath ſhipped his Trident in the $ 
niſh Galiaſles : the South winde would not acknowledge thi 
new Neptune , but ſcattered his Galiaſſes and brake hus Tri- 
dent;ſo as he hath but the handle lefe:that ”_ & now make 
a (cepter,wherewith toplay Tupiter vpon in Fraunce, ſe- 
ng kecodls reapulſe to'be a Neptune vponthe ſea . But 
his Tridents handle is no-longer fit for ought but tomakea 
hatchet ſtale, wherewith to hew out a chariot tomarch in 


more magnificently , but this chariot will proue Phactons 
& chariot, 
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 POLITICKE. 
chariot, and ſhortly vtterly ouerthrow his hol 

The League likewiſe will be I ſay, the | | 
Popeand Papacie,which | will prove bytwo reaſons: one be 
cauſe thereby the Kinges, Clergie and Commons may totheir 
coltes learng the hurte that they take by the Popes yoke : and 
experience teacheth thoſe thinges, which Rhetoricke was ne- 
ver able to perſwade . An other, becauſe the cffectes of the 
League hauec hitherto bene very vayne and'vnprafitable , and 
will be hereafter,ſo as finally he League muſt breake without 
working any effe& , andit can not breake but with the Popes 
ruine. 

But who will hereafter gine earc to che Popes Councels, 
knowing them to be ſo pernitious, as by this League they doe 


- 


” appeare ? In it hath he deceaued him ſclfe, by ng his 


coyne vpon the purchaſe of his owne deſtruftion:for it is molt 
certaine, that the breaking vp of the League 15 the Popes ouer- 
throw,& it will notbe log before he ſhall ſtand in needeof the 
peeces therof. He hath alſo deceaued the Leaguers by povacing 
chem to make great leuies,wherewith to purchaſe mightie dif- 

aces for nothing . He hath deccaued the Cardinall of Bour- 
baby feeding him with a vayne hope of the crowne of France, 
albeit he purpoſed to beſtow the Crowne vps a more fatious 
perſon then he,hedeceaued the king,m labouring him to roore 
out the Reformation , to theend afterward with more eaſe and 
without controllmeet tolay hands vp6 him ſelfe, and ſend hum 
into ſome Monaſterie, & ſo to ſubſtitute an other at his deuo- 
to. And he hath deceaued the Clergy, by cauſing them to walt 
both demaines & revenues in vayne,and finally he hath begui- 
led the people, ibringing them into great calamities of warre, 
promiſing them peace, & performing nothing but warre.Bur 
the Reformed could he not deceaued,for they truſted him not. 
To be brief he hath deccaued bur him ſelf; & choſe that are his. 


But whe ci imagine that God will blefle the cauſe, who 
termeth him ſcife Chriſtes Vicare,and yet frghteth with fraude 
and perfadie, with treaſon and on,to vphold ſuperſtitions 


ainſt pictic, falſhood againſt eruth , and the doctrine which 


bp) the dofrine of deuils , againſt the pureand 
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-* 10 d dotrineof TIeſus Chriſt 
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4 mere flaettns . That is, he ma 


the League;&the fafth the King, whuch doc withſtand che:bue 


:Molt rcertainc it is, that \the League is a, conſpiracie of the 
Popcagainſt the crowne and {tate of Fraunce : alſo that the 
Popes haue ſtill cuen of old,, pratiſed to be reuenged, as well 
of the French Kinges , as of the Clergic for the Pragmaticall 
Sanction, and of long time haue caſt with then: {clues , how 
to ſubduc the Glergie to. their dommation ,.as being very {o- 
riethat they can not atchicue their purpole , and now are glad 
to make Reformation an argument or pretence ;, whereby to 


'bring their driftes to ſome iſſue: and therefore the Pope exer- 


ciſeth the king , in procuring him to labour the rooting out of 
Reformation , which is a double weakening of tlic king . For 
thoſe who the Reformed m their defences haue flaine,hath the 
king loſt, and the forces of the Reformed, which might greatly 
ſtrezthe hium,arc thereby alſo made vaprofitable, yea cue hurt- 
full vnto him. After all chis doth the P cauſe the Leagueto 
ziuvetheking aſpurne with the footein Sakace, totheend that 
way allo to exerciſe him, and there to employ the reſt of his 
ſorces: that the kings ſide being thus weakened & the ſtrength 
of the League comming on onthe other ſide,they may be a{lu- 
red to doe with him what they liſt , Let the King.cheClergie 
and all Fraunce hardly thinke ypon this point: it 15,of no mall 
conſequece:it importeth but cue the whole ſtate of France. For 
my part I will tell you what I thinke: all ſhall be as others liſt: 
yetain] aſſured,that the ſucceſle of things will ſhewe theright 
of mincaduiſe,& _ men will allow Cay Vnder correctio 
I ay;the ki icrcin unitate Neptune when he comman- 
deth the 9 20 Virglll. _— ego , ſed motos preſtat compo- 
y hirſt appeaſe all Cuuill warres a- 

mong his owne , and then vſc his owne againſt ſtraungers . A 
reat rope 15 ordinarily ſtrog, but deuide it into three or foure 
Fnall cordes,and you may eaſily breake it, cuen ſois it with the 
Pope : he knoweth the whole power of France to be ſkrong,& 
therefore ſceketh to diſunite and feuer them , and to diſperſe 
them into foure or faue faftions.Oueof the Reformed,aa other 
of their c6traries,an other the aduerſarics to Salncesthe fourth 


the 


7 


hath vſi and ſo haue his revenge for the game.  Þ 


Thus may the king, if he pleaſe, ſee whether it ts better for him 
to fauour the Reformed, who arc his faithfull ſeruaunts, or the 
the Pope that 1s his ſecret enemie. 

Moreouer, I ſay that the is a Popiſh conſpiracie a- 
gainſt the Crowneand ſtate of Fraunce, yet will Lnot lay , that 
all choſc of the League be conſpirators : for I am well aſſured 
there be many men vnder the ce, who it they wilt 
chat che Pope had confpired againlt the King,would renounce 
boch Pope and League, and be the farlt OPPUSPErs of the Pa- 
pacie.Others there arc alſo, which will waxe cold, whe they ce 
the League of ſo ſmall effett, or the caſc alter, as vndoubtedly 
it will,or clſc if they ſee the king determine to bemailter:ſoas 1t 
ſcemeth that no mi may well be adiudgeda coſpirator againſt 
the king,in fauour of the League, beforehus Maieſtie hath like- 
wiſe declared, that he taketh the League to be a conſpiracie a- 
gain(t him ſelfc, and withall dopreſcribe a tune for them to de- 
part it , within the which who ſo ſhall not renounce it, but 
cotinue therein, ſhall be holden c6ſpirators againſt the crowne 
and ſtate of Fraunce : and withall pardon all ſuch as ſhall de- 
part therefrom. 

It were alſo @ 37 vnder correction) that the Clergie 
{ſhould denounce the Pope a ſchiſmatike,for ſetting dwiſion in 
the (tate, and Way hs 1a his Maicſtic, proſecuting the ſteps 
of his aunceſters & predeceſſors Kings of wid > 7 64k 
declaration of his intent, to vphold and maintaine the French 
Church in her auncient priwleges , together with the Pragma- 
ticall Sanction, amplifying the ſame,and proclaiming the ſame 
French Church, freefrom the Popes yoke and all conſequences 
of Popery. Tothe performin of,that his Maieſtie ſhould 
alſo create one ſoucraigne Bilhop in Fraunce. Withall his Ma- 
zcltic might maintaine che Catholique religion, howbeit vnder 
the libertic of the French Church , not vader the Popes yoke, 
who contrarwiſe ſhould be denounced in reſpeKt of his fecrer 
malice, an eacmuicto Fraunce; beſides his Maiclhic ſhould de- 
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che King may rcuniteto him ſelfeall his ſubieftes, in his owne 9 
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* = dare him felfe themaintainer of Catholique 
Hbertie of Gods law, and of the primutrue 
| cell of Nice. This, if it might plcaſe the King todo, the ſtateof 


the 
, and Coun- 


Fraunce would be appeaſed and ſtren ,and the Popea- 
ſtormed, and the League ſet beſide the ſadle, ſoas malgre all her 
endcuors, ſhe houldbe glad toquaile, and ſo be driuen to vo- 
mit vp againe,all that ſhe hath deuoured: yea how lowd ſocuer 
ſhe be, it would not be long but ſhe would fing a lower note. 
Neither wil Ifearc to auow(let others thinke and perſwade the 
ſclues the contrary it they hiſt ) that the King and Clergie muſt 
now of the two wayes , chooſe one , that 1s, either toput them 
felues in the Popes mercie, or to genounce the Papacie .Now if 
he put him ſelfe in the Popes mercie, their humanitic may be 
well enough knowen, by the curtcſie that the Pope ſhewed to 
Frederiche Barbaroſſ4 , who referring him ſelfe to his mercie, 
kneeled tohim, while Alexander 1 1 11. then Pope, with op- 
probrious ſpeeches, ſet his foote vpon his throate: and nowe if 
the King ſhould do the like , the ſept would not put his foote 
vpon his throat, but a Monkes coule oner his head , wherewith 
he hath bene long defirous to hood him : or perhaps he m1zhe 
eſcape ſomewhat cheape, if he cſcapedas Frances Danda- 
bus Dake of Venice, did eſcape the excommunications of Cle- 
ment V.,yhich was by creeping through the hall vypon all fower 
with a halter about his necke. For the Emperour Lewes 111 7. 
cried Pope John X X 1 7. mercie, and asked hum forgiueneſle, 
which notwithſtanding,the Popekept hum priſoner in a cham-» 
ber three yeares, wherein theendehe dyed nuſerably. 

But now let vs ſee what the Popes excommunications are: 
they are but conſpiracies againſt princes , as appeareth by the 
excommunication of Pope Cregorre Y 1 1,who excommunica- 
ted the Emperour Herr / 1 1 7. & gaue the Imperiall Crowne 
to R 9do{ph Duke of Sucuia,whodied in the performance of the 
Popes conſpiracie. And as for the Popes mage pens 1m 
R_ that on Ne ] RE mrarmns and at 

aos5 c his ic,asafacrilegious 
perſonand diſturber FtheEmpire Ie is alſorobe noted that 
this Gregorte procured the Saxons to reuolt againſt the Empe- 
rour > 
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rour , and alienated his ſubiefts from him , yea euen his > © i 
mother. Paſcal 1 1. made Henri Y. to rebell againſt his _ \ 
whom he keptpriſoner in his towneof Liege, where hecauſed,, - 7 


hun tobe {o increated, that he died , neither would the Y 
ſayd Pa{ca/{ufter himto be buried. Yet is it to be thoughe,that 
he had no better ground then his predeceſlor , who for the like 
doings was depoled from his Papacie. What greater umpictic 
can any man defirethen this of che Popes , who ſct the mother 
atdebatc with the Emperour her ſonne , & armed the children 
againſt che Emperours their fathers ? Likewiſe Pope Gregorie 
the fourth cauled the childre of Lewes the Meckeſo to copire 
azainlt cheir father that they deteined him three yeares in a 
Cloiſter, cue yntillthat the French Nobilitie and Clergy with- 
{tanding them , reſtored him and cauſed the children to aske 
their facher forgiuenelle . As much would the Pope now doe 
coour King, but I hope our Nobilitic and Clergie withſtiding 
will not permit it, 
T he vanitie of theſe excommunications and c6odemnations 
alſo appeareth in that one Pope or Councell releafeth them 
whom an other hath excommunicated , and not onely ſo, but 
alſo that ſome one Pope excommunicateth;releaſeth & againe 
reexcomunicatcth ſome one Emperour,as appeareth by Frede- 
riche the ſecond, who was excommunicated , releaſed & reex- 
c6municated thriſe: And,which is molt of all to be noted, Pope 
Adrian the fourth being corrupted with money giuen by V1/+ 
ham king, of Sicill,& the Milaners & other eſtates of Italie,cx- 
communicated the Emperour Fredericke Barbaroſſa: Thus are 1hn of 
the Popesexcommunications _ Princes as ſalcable in the Cremone. 
Popes ſhoppe , as the pardons . But what greater trecherie can 
we wilh,then was that of Pope e-Alexander, who cxcommuni- 
cated the Emperour Fredericke Barbaroſſa , to the end to arme 
Him againſt che Turkes, and the whileſt ſent bis lucy picture 
andletters tothe Turke,to ptocure him to be taken 1? Aﬀer- 
wardthe ng tobe rcuenged of this deede, was 
by the ſaine forced,as 1s aforeſazd, vpon his knees to aske 
him forgiuencſle, who beſides in ſpite with bitter wordes ſet 
his fecte vpon his throat. | 201 | 
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| As for the Emperour Frederiche the 1 ].him did Pope Homes 
rr the I I I,excommunicate,and againe1n fauour of /ohn king 
of Hieruſale relcaſe-but he wasagaine by Gregorie the 1 X . ex- 
communicated.and then might not be releaſed bur for money. 
T hus are the relcaſcs of kings from excommunications,as ſale- 
able alſo as the excommunications and Bulles : This releaſe 
colt hum 12c 000 . markes of gold, yet did thefame Pope Gre- 
orze the I X . againe excommunncate the ſaid Emperour Fre- 
dericke the third eune, tcrming him the forerunning of Ante- 
chriſt, wherefore the Emperour might haue as from a 
ſclaunder, howbeit if you take. it that the Emperours were the 


forerunners of the Popes, the mig t haue m__a 
Icke,w 


Emperour 
Atinima. T his Popcallo called the [3 
by it appcareth , that the Reformed are not the firſt 
Princes,whs the Popes hane wrongfully excommunicated as 
herctickes : for thereof grew the fattion of Guelphes & Gibel- 
Iincs,which is an cuident token that the Popes haue bene no 0- 
cher but ER bers of the Empire & whole eſtate of 
Europe. He that luſt to recken vpall the Emperours, Kings & 
Princes that the Popes haue brought totherr endes,as the Em- 
Swe. perour Lewes 1 1 1 1.whom John X X 1 1. to dyec,as al- 
Chrowc. {0 Conradin king of Sicill, and Fredericke Duke of Auſtrich, 
Merder who by the conſpiracic of Cement 11 31. were beheaded. Alſo 
Hifteirer. how oftentimes the Popes haue PRIng to re- 
uolte againſt the Emperours,or other their Princes, might find 
matter ſuſhcient for a whole booke.But what ſtand I vp6 theſe 
thinges , which are ſo plentifull m bookes 2 Read theliues of 
re we the hiſtories of Emperours,& the Chronicles of the 
French kinges, and you ſhall finde hiſtories enough, that cui- 
dently doe thewe , that the Popes neuecr ſerucd but to trouble 
the ſtate of Europe, cuen ſince the time of Lewes the mecke, a> 


gainſt who che P, 
to c6{pire , as is 


te, yea cut follic and 


Gre FITI his owne childrE 
Rid Bue what x a povrroe 
ewould a man dcfire;then that of 


Ion Ma- 
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Pope /nnocen 1 1 7. put the whole Realme of France into 
interditis:and of Boniface Y 1 1 1. who denounced the Realme 
of Fraunce to befallen +16 iii atom anne 
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che king 3 me one nent > —_— 
Pope his Ii Beſides charkins Phu the Fane 
[edybech— rien And it 13 a mr — 
cute! cha vpn ay hatred Reforma, 
36765 was not yet in queſtion,but yp6a deſire the Pope had 
to ronble the aroſe Rune Nether did king Ph:/p the 
Faire forbid the traſpore to Rome as aRe- 
formed , but as a kin ncaa. ern ay es rance. 
red, bring ern romaeme ae Fac 
IS 
tothe Popes ſuperſtiri regorze 1] ].excommnica- 
ted the Emperor Leo 111. GE wes.r mo that he 
would not ſuffer <5 in the Churches: wherin'it a 
chat the cauſe of the Reformedis not ſo new asat (: 
chat, it how rumous this cup of devilswhich is Ido- 
latry is,not only tothe conſcience,but alſo to the ſtate,coulide- 
ring that it is the ouerthrow both of the Empire and Papacie. 
Ricks uinccfeier Bmplon becenfecherkee fanames .- 
Gregory 1111:procured all Italy toreuole from he Empleonnd 
Totem Sth Paceſetter 
the Pops France al wie cheſt EEope 
the Popes alſo with the reſt of il ſhortly do. 
Morouer there is great difference betwene being an heretic 
& bemg by the Pope denounced an heretick:for weknow that 
the Popehath ſometimes excommunucatcd the Florentins,and 
the Lawyers hauc affirmed the excomunication to be yoyde, as 
tu ng gee Refermation is wel 
che hatred of Cain,who hated his brother Abelbe- 
conſe Abels veceicr were batter then has Baſle ie ina mnietinn: 
ofthe Canon law, that one excommunicate perſon can not ex- 
comunucate an other, one hereticke can not denounce another 
an hereticke,neither one Apoſtate declare another an herenick 
orexcommunicateperſon:the P oeng feof. cogeye hays 
ſt occaſion to appeale from his ſentice: but we can proue that 
he is an hereticke,an from the faith,and excommuni- 
cateby ſuch Judges, from whoſe ſentencehecan not appeale. 
is aſfuredly an heteticke —_ re- 
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I | 
lerphoſeſhcceliorebe Pope termeth him Aras envy 
dominion ouerthe Nations as Kings and Princes doe: But this 


dodrine doth che Pope diametrally contrary , viurping domi- 
nion ouer the Nations , yea cuen ouer Ling 
the Popetherefore 1s an hereticke. And S,Pctcr, whoſeſucce(- 
four the Pope termeth him ſclie, doth forbid che vſurping of 
dominion ouer the Lordes inheritaunce, which the Popedoth 


vſurpe. 

Poreer S.Peter ſaith: There ſhalbe falfe teachers that ſhall 
maketraficke of men , that is to ſay , make traficke of mens 
ſoules,as the Reuclatis doth it: but the Pope maketh 
ſuch trafickeby his Bulles : «He is therefore afalſe teacher, 
and conſcquently an hereticke . S.Paule alſo, whoſe ſword the 
Popeſaith that he beareth,doth ſay,that ſuch as forbid mariage 
& meates, be Apoſtotaes fromthefaith, alſo that they be clea« 


| yiersto ſpirites of errors and the dodtrines of dewils : che ſpea» 


kerh the of the Popes, who in their vowed chaſtitic doe forbud 
mariage, and in their Lent, meates . Thus the Pope bearing S. 
Paules ſword, beareth the ſword that cutteth his owne throat. 
And this we mult alſo note;that therebe ſome Doctors which 
vphold ſuperſtitions, others which forced by the Popes do en- 
durethem,as loth to part fromthem without their Princes c5- 
maundement: Now thoſe doe we accompt meere ſuperſtitious 
and gwiltie of theſe crymes, which vphold and maintemethems 
but as for ſuch as of force doe ſuffer them, it wereto be wiſhed 
that they were come from among the others , according to the 


ſaying of the Scripture.Come forth of ber my people, whereby we 


opeh them ſuch a paſſage as ſhall not be vnconumodious for 
them . Out of $.Paules wordes alſo where he ſaith , whoſocuer 
participateth in the cup of deuils is iuſtly excomunicate, that 
15 to ſay , is excommunicable from the cup of Chriſt, we may 
inferre,that fith the Pope through hs ſuperſtitions participa- 
tethin the cup of deuils , he is oy Ts am 


TOLNTICCE. Ss Fl 
of Chriſt. Alfo it is a principle in the Clergie Taw,that one &t-- 
communicated perſon,ci not excommunicate an other, whats 
by the Pope can not excommunicate the Reformed Pri Ke 
cauſe him ſelfe by the law of God & teſhmonie of holy Sctip= one 
rute ſtandeth excommunicate, he that is nghtly excommuni- 
cated,is more excommunicated then he that 15 ſo but by ae. 

Moreouer, the Pope 1s a ſchiſmatickegn that he hath made a 
Km re 0a oh po = eurt nm cher 
procured the to conſpire agai ing , that is, the 
ſubies againſt their Lordand Sovera Anda Churchrob- 
ber, for he hath cauſed the ſale of the ines of the | 
Here we ſce what a Iudge he is that hath pronounced the ſcn- 
tenceofhereſicagainſt the Reformed Princes : an hereticke , a 
falſe teacher,an Apoſtata,one that is exc6municable, one that 
_y —_—_ —_— =— _ ls,a ſchiſmaticke a 51. 00th 1.Tan.4. 

a r who hypocritically ſpeaketh 
Sarddy the Dopes Relieof exvnatmntcerdch; widkcli Ks coaer 
victh but in his conſpiracies againſt Princes, is a daungerous 
ſtaffe : howbeithe ought toknow, that he hath no power , bur 
what 4s ſubiettothe obedience of kings : well may the Paſtors 
propound wnto Kinges Gods commandementes , and admo- 
niſh them ,giuing thE warning of Gods threats 
and judgements , in! caſe they do not obey him : yea and vpon 
cheir cranſgreſſions thereof, to reprone them, albeit no further 
then Gods word doth warrant : yea and all this muſt they do 
with great modeſhe, inoderation;diſcretion & circumſpettion, 
watchi wy ney nts ve np mes bm 
ſeeking to vſe them with reaſon nd modeſtie, mg the 
ay urine mandone hee : Dauid. True it is that 

1as ſpake boldly vnto Dauid , buthis example ts rather to be 
admired then imitated: for all kings are not Achabs, neither all 
men Eliafſes. The Popesexcommunications are Oltraciſmes, 
which he vouchſafeth tonone but Kings and Princes. In olde 
time the Apoſtles connted it an honor tobe ſcourged by the 
_ & Phar' now it 1s a1honor tobe whipped with 

opes excommunncations. 
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| what they thinke, 
I know , that if occaſion ſhould ſerue to atchieue 
ie , the more they hauc bene conſtrained , the more deſi- 


1” ®:2ous will they beto ſhake off the yoke of thoſe that haue op- 


prelled them. Some againe do referre them (clues to their Cu- 
rats.care, who many times doe take but ſmall care. Indeede 1 
aunt ainan ſhould honor his Curate: but when it concerneth 
1s ſaluation, that 15 a matter to be better looked vato then by 
adebitic. If a Marchant bein lawe about a Cuuill cauſe, he will 
be glad to hauſethe opinions of ſundry Atturneys, becauſe him 
(elfeisno._lawycr:but his owne wudgement muſt be it that ſhall 
ecach him of two Atturneyes of contrary opinions, which he 
mult follow: yca ſometime it may ſo fall. out , that hauing the 
aduiſc of many,he ſhall reſoluchun ſelfe ypon one gathered out 
ofall the others,by the helpe of his owne iudgemen:,which (hal 
be better then the aduice of any one ſcuerally taken, Euen fo 
when in matters of conſcience they ſhall bring a good 1udge- 
ment , not before entangled , they may finde out thoſe things 
that arefit and heal for them, peraduenture better then 
their Doctors could hauc taught them. Who taught the Canaa- 
nite toanſwerour Lord ſo wiſely in a matter that ſhe had neuer 
before heard of, was it her Doors ? no , but the ſpirit of God. 
Theſameis he alſo which is able to teach you the ſame thun 
which your Doctors vaderitand not. We knowe that Tales 
Chriſt is the light of the world,as the Goſpell witneſleth, and 
ehatehis light illuminateth the blind, and blindeth or dazcleth 
the cyes of the wiſc,as the Goſpel teacheth.For a man mult not 
ſay: I willnot go to the light becauſe Iamblind: for albeit thou 
artblind, yet mayeſt thou be fit to be illuminated by the light 
of the Goſpell : that is to ſay, he that is ignorant, may notwath- 
ſtanding be fitte tolearne myſteries,in caſc he be not ma- 
liciouſly ignorant. A man at controucrhie with his neighbour, 
will in his Atturney i his right, albet his Atturney bea 
lawyer, and him ſelfe but a paiſant or aclowne : cucn ſo may 
you ſhewe your preachers, what you haue ſcene and knowen 
concerning thetruth,thereby to induce them with mildneſſeto 


ſacks yeurighuntios: rage may enquire itonen pant une, 


a demie peace, 
of an aſlured 


ſhall remaine 
to be dren out of your palturcs,and your tillage toceale:ſome 
of you to be taken and-ranſomed , nerteefthomania 


ſword, and ſo to leauetheir widowes and orphancs deſolate, yet 
doth not the end of all theſe calamities depend vpon the ſword: 
for how long haue wehoped for it , and yet can not get it ? For 
it 1s molt certaine, that all the mien in the ſhal have 
vndertaken what they tilt, after they (hall haue laboured in 
vaine, Fraunce ſhall be forced in the ende to (hut vpall her ca- 
lamities by ſharing the controuerſie with che Reformed, wher - 
may Seer on ng 
Cleyicall thairgrinileys, Clervieto 
eo their wit complaings,, by ing their idolatries and ſu- 
ons 


Is-not ſuch an aſſured counſell which na i wanderer 
neftte both of King and ,& the peace of the people, bet- 
ter then a bloudy aduice, tending toroot out of Fraunce one of 
chefattions, which hath taken ſo ſure anker hold,that it can not 
be deſtroyed without che ouerthrow of the other ? Some haue 
perſwaded the Frenchnation , that Reformation hath bred all 
the calamities now ſeencin the world: but in troch it 13 not Re- 
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fuperſtitionshath troubled the whole ſtate 
being offended therewith, doth puniſh vs. 


poure-vpon them plentic of bleſkings, as a 
land flowing with milkeand honie, with peace and quietneſle 
in the land : that he would be vnto them a wall of braſſe , and 
would ouerthrow their aduerſaries, ſo as he would pur a thou- 
ſand to flight, and make a thouſand to purſue ten thouſand? 
Likewiſe, that if they forſooke his lawes, he would ſend them a 
heauen of braſle and infinite other calamities , ſuch as this day 
weſcc in Fraunce. Being thus ſcourged, we ought to acknow- 
ledgethe hand of God: the horſe knoweth the riders hand that 
eameth him, cut ſo ſhould we know that it is God that chaſti- 
ſerh vs, and knowing it , weought to ſecke if there be any cull 
in vs, that we might amend it , namely, whether there be any 
ing repugnitto his lawes,that may prouoke his wrath. Then 
we findethae ſuperſtition is to him, and there- 
fore that his wrath can not be ſed, but by aboliſhing this 
euill, and cleauing to his ordinances : ſo ſhall we hawe experi- 
ence of the value of Gods fauour I know that ſome do thinke 
thoſe promiſes are become 01d : but they 'can not waxedold, 
it is ourold Adam that is Gods pronuſes, ' 
True it 1s that the literall cexemonies are grow out of date, 
eto Ends ve ny 9: 0 Yopotnen 
him ſelfe faith: / neede nor your 7, your Sabaoths , or your 
new Moones.But his promuſes are made to thoſe that ſhall obey 
the lawes of the Lord , whereby tener > bay: k kept 
pure,& all contrarie ei C_— is the fulfilling 
ofhis lawes,which bringeth his bleſſing vpon a peo» 
tranſgreſſiion thereof that deſtruction vp6 


ry wwe | 
. Nations: It is alſo to be noted that God 1n Jeremiedoth fay, 


When] ht your father s out of . 1 ſpake of no ſacrifices , 
ropes, 75 ar Fe Ad dents fs 
| ined theparidie of Godelawestheſe30, 

enioy vnder the handes of a wo- 

man, and yet ſuch Realmes as'be gouerned by men haue bene 
troubled:for that kingdomehath God preſcrued fr6 both ſe- 
| cret 
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angels,as S.Paule termeth them) to ſcatter his aduerſaries , LAN 
ſunme,whereſocuer a e1s that obſeructh Gods lawes,the g,,.,, 0. 
arr ys wan wg a land of Chanaan 1, that floweth 

with milke and hony,and Gods protedtion to ſerue for a wall 

thereto . As alſo when ſoeuer a people ſhall turne from Gods 


lawcs,and follow ſuperſtition repugnant thereto,the ſame ſhal 
finde abrafen heauen,and Gods wrath againſt it. So as Idoube 


hr ve 
Thenit y chinke abandone ſuperſtition, their 


trayterous: and thirdly 
Clergie, which may bea 
to Fraunce, and other Na- 
tions, when ſocuer God ſhall vouchſafe to call them to Refor- 
mation : yet in all this are we toconfelle Gods fauour-, who 
hath endued her with fuch wiſedome and vertue, and accom- 
panied the ſame with his bleſſing, which hath bred her peace, 
guen her the vitorie over her enemies, and mainteined che 
eſtate of her Clergie : ſhe isa ſecond Debora erumphing ouer 
Sifara,and wdging Iſraell vndera Palme tree. The Palme tree /»4x-4- 
doth in deede belong vnto her : I ſay the vitorious Palme tree, 
ſth ſhe errapheth over her enemies, which are enemies to God 
and his people: and vnder this Palme tree doth our Debora 


wdge Gods people., having maingeined the gouernement and 
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34K Shy of theClergie, which God hath ordeined by his law,and 


+3 ThePopehath 


in the Goſpel. 


to commaund both in heauen and 
© "earth : he hath endeuored to open heauen with S.Peters kayes, 
and'to make himſdlfe feared with S.Paules ford. And the kmg 
of Spaine hath thought to become Monarke of the world, to 
commaund alone ypon earth, and to polleſſe the ſeas alone, as 
well Ealt as Weſt. And theſetwo are come into the North to 
be ouercomeby a woman. T hus doth God chaſtiſe his enemies, 
and chus doth he crowne his choſen. The Giane Goliah was 6- 


uerthrowne bya yet was that a man: and 
behold her evo Golaks, the Popeand che King of patcars 


med from top to toe, to cauſe them ſelues tobe beaten by a wo- 
man, I will 91; i we eof 
formed Debora, who with her | 
the Deuine fauor , hath 
Ricall heaven, I fay che heauen of the Clerical eſtate vnder the 
Reformation... Neither call I her the Engliſh Debora, bat the 
Chriſhan Debora , becauſe the that ſhe hath done to the 
Church in vpholding the ſtate ofthe Clergie , redoundeth not 
iy ny 4. I TY urge oy 
that ſhould grow:to the ſame Reformation, whereto it 
cannot come , but by taking of this Princeſſe, to pre- 
ſcrue the {tate of the Clergie, and the like wil all other places do 
that ſhall conuert to Reformation: And this was wiſely confi- 
dered of her Maieſtic, for the ſtate of the Clergie, is the honour 
her Realme,& one piller chereof.She hath no encmie but the 
, who, had the ſtate of the Clergie bene ouerthrowen, had 
more fauourers & fewer refaſtants able to withſtand him. 
Thus hath God made the portion with his bre- 
chre,as well for that he would not that they wh6 he hath choſen 
for his inheritice, ſhould be in worſe ſtate the others,as alſo be- 
cauſe it was requiſite that Leuy thould in part, bethevpholder 
of his brethre. alſo the ought to be in part a piller 
of che citate. T wo notes of the ent of this diſcreet En 
pu Eh:zabeth and Chriſhan be theſe: firſt; that vnder 
firſt had Reformation free and full courſe throughout En- 


* the tyrannous yoke ofthe Inqui 
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pland: next, harby herll the flat of the Clergc hath bet + * 19 


T i 


ſcrued.In Frice God hath to maintaine the priui- 
ſexes of the Clergie, which are the honor of Fraunce, where! 

France is bound toQueene 
tocome to Reformation without endomaging t Clergie 
beit the priuileges of the Clergy might be better kept un France 
then they haue bene in England. To blemith the vertue of this 
Queene, ſome may alleage the Realmes that haue kept their 
peoplein peace with the yokeot the Spanilh Inquilition, wher- 
to l aunſwer, that the ſame is a tyrannous yoke of the Pope, 


. Whichcan not be but ruinous to thoſe that maintaine it, When 


a man boweth a tree tothe earth c to nature, if it chance 
to ſcape, it ſhooteth as farre to the contrarie ſide, and ſhaketh a 
long tume from ſide to fide before it can finde any reſt, beſide 
that , ifin riſing R__ him that bent it contrary to na- 
ture, it gructh ham ſuch a blow,that it caſtech him downe: and 
euen ſo will it happen to thoſe,that preſerue their peace with 
the tyrannous yoke of the Inquiſition. For if a man ſhal in cheir 
ume hbertic according eo Gods lawes,againſt 
ifition., all the world will come 


running. And this Inquiſ#i6 will breed the ouerthrow of their 
eſtatechat haue mainteined it, for no tyrannie is durable: And 
God cſpecially will reverſe ſuch tyranmie ouer the conſciences. 
But che peace which this Princeſle hath mainteined, is groun- 
ded ypon the firme rocke of Gods lawes , whereby it is vphol- 
den, and I would to God the Queene mother had in her time 
fo ſoughe the peace of Fraunce. I would to God our king who 
loucth the peace of his , could ſo hauc mainteined it in 
his Realme, as the neuer come to ing of the 
cardes : yea I would to God his Maicſtic , who loueth quict- 
neſſe, would harken to ſuch right meanes as ſhould be giuen 
him to mainteine quietneſſe in his land . He hath bene made 
fo belcue,that by warre he ſhould attaine reſt.Behold a goodly 
meanes to come to qui , It is an calie matter to marke 
the tune when warre beginneth., but it is not {o calieto know 
when it will end .. Eucn this warre hath already continued too 


longand it1s likely to accompany —_ tothe grauc, to ſhorten 


Elzabethyfor ſheing the way how ' 
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* his dayes , or toimpole vpon him ſome Monkih lifewhereig 
thereis more ſuperſtition then libertie. 


As for the king of Nauarre,fith the Sea League hath encur- 
red ſhipwracke , he is the ſooner,but not the moreto feare: for 
God hath giuen him both courage and valour to defend and 
mainteine him ſelfe , neither is he the weakeſt of the Reformed 
Princes , as alſo his enemies know that at his handes there is 
nothing to be gotten but (tripes,the gayne is ſmall and doube- 
tull,but the hazard great and euident . It is no great wiſedome 


/ to begin to flay an Eeleat the tayle,yet mult che League either 


in ducty or in honor proceede , fith it hath begun ,and cither 
by force or furie,valour or trecheric,proweſle or rage,try what 
it can doagainſthim,be it but to ſhew theericke of maiſter,as 
it lately id in England , or to iumpe faire to the ground,(o to 
breake the necke therof, But God who hath ſet him on worke, 
and in whom hehath repoſed his confidice ſhall ſupport him, 
as he is able enough todoe. Howbcit in this ation my greateſt 
pleaſure is,that the king of Nauarrehath no enemies but Gods 
cnemies , that hate him becauſe he doth mainteine the cauſe of 
Gods children,yet haue they offered him great offers togiue 0+ 
uerthe cauſe of Reformation , neither can it be but they muſt 
needes fall , becauſe God whoſe purpoles arecleanecontrary to 
theirs ,will onerthrow their purpoſes, and vphold the king of 
Nauarre,who meaneth no other but to doe well. | 
There are vnder the Reformation ſome Magiſtrates , that 
haue ſtill enioyed not onely their goods , but alſo their offices 
and the kings pay , which ſo fell out, by reaſon of ſome Cour- 
tiers liuing vnder the Reformation , being carefull for their 
eſtate,and looking for a peace to be concluded were inindefull 
of them ſelues : and as reaſon would ,prouided for their owne 
affarres: eyen ſo, had it bene thought vpon , might there haue 
beneſuch prouiſion,as the Clergie, euen vnder the Reforma. 
tion , ſhould haue enioyed their benefites : whereby if it had 


| bene ſo done, weſhould haue had a great part of the Clergie, 


which now doe ſtrengthen the League , to haue taken our 
partes : For certainly there were many which deteſted ſaperſt;- 
tion,and would haue baniſhed it , had not-their (tate or lungs 
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withholde them . It isa matter hereafter to be looked vnto: for 
had it bene well ſcene to, the Claurches would haue encreaſed, 
where now for theſe 28.yeares ſpace they haue ſtill diminiſhed: 
howhbeit with Gods helpe , it is ncuer tolate, and therefore it 
ſuth ſeth vs we prouide better hereafter. 

The king of Nauarre hath ſhewed him ſelfe wiſer, morediſ+ 
cret,warieand circumſpedt then his aduerſaries,in thatheneuer 
would during the kinges life, bring into queſtion the right of 
ſucceſſion to the Crowne, but (hill bare and conteined him ſelfe 
within the bandes of 1uſt obedience & due reſpet to the king: 
neither euer employed his weap6s to offend, but iuſtly,& vpon 
wlt cauſe & c6{traint had recourſe to thedefenſwe armes, gran- 
ted by the law of nature. And beſides returned as friends, ſuch 
as came againſt him as enemies,& ſought to ouercome him with 
ſtrong hand,refuſing to take any raunſome of them, albeit they 
were able to pay largely,wherin he ſheweth that hemaketh bue 
a paſtime of his enemies endeuors: like as mE do vieto laugh at 
the vaine endeuours of litlechildren,who hauing giuen a blow 
(as they thinke very great ) with their hand yet wet with the 
nurſes milk,to a man that doth but ſinileat their vayne choler, 
doe imagine they haue done ſome great acte, ſo asif a man ſtare 
fr5 them, and ſceme to weepe,it bredeth infinite contentmet, as 
weening tohaue obteined a great vidtorie: Thus may we play 
with the mighty,when they loyterin exerciſe of childrens pa- 
ſtime.Neither ought any man to couct tocomand, but toknow 
how tocommaund: and to know well how to commaund it is 
requiſite heknow how toobey : As well in the one as in the 0- 
ther is wiſedome ang dexteritieneceſlarie . S. Paule tcacheth 
that a Biſhop that Foucrneth not hiz familie well, can neuer 
well gouerne the Church. By an argument taken of an 
lite reaſon , I ſay that he that can well and diſcretly governe a 
ſmall gouernement, can alſo well diſcharge a greater office. I 
ſce many that affeR great offices, butneuer hs to be wor- 

hy thelzme | leſle theKing of Nauarre maketh him 
ſclfe ſo much more worthier the Crowne, as he doth lefle affect 
It, by leauing the ſucceſſe thereof in Gods hand. 
Q Concerning the Miniſters of the Reformation , ſome there 
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are of great zeale and learning,ſuchas haue ſuffred much for the 
puritie which they haue taught,& haue benecontent with litle, 
whereby they delerue great commendation.Neither defirel any- 
more, but that {till they may be more and more carefull forthe 
peace of the Church : tor ſuch contentions there haue bene,cut 
among the Reformed,as haue not greatly auailed to edification; 
and herein I greatly commend Bucer , yea and honor his aſhes: 
for he would neuer leane to any the partialities among the Re- 
formed, but bare him ſelte quietly betiveene both parts,and ne- 
uer innouated any thing in the ſtatc of the Clergie. Nether 
ſhould we endeuor to triumph ouer our brethren,but ouer our 
enemics. For my part I would not ſeeke to triumph ouer the 
Clergic,but ouer the Papacie,which is the Beaſt,ouzr whom we 
arepromiſedto —_ : in the Reuclation. And as for the Cler- 
gie, I wiſh, by reaſonable offers and wſt admonitions,to indyce 
then to participate with vs in the triumph ouer the Beaſt, by 
renouncing her ſuperltitions. 

As for the Engliſh gouernment, I ſay that 1t is grounded y- 
pon Gods word, ſo farre foorth as it concerneth the ſtate of the 
Clergie , inſtituted inthe olde Teſtament , and confirmed in 
the Newe. | 

And concerning the gouernment of the French Church , ſo 
much as'concerneth the equalitic of Miniſters , it hath the 
like foundation in Gods word , namely in the example of the 
Apoſtles , which may ſuffiſe to authoriſe both theſe ve of 
eſtate, albeit 1n ſcuerall times and places. None can denie but 
the Apoſtles among them (clues were equall as concerning au- 
thoritic, albert chere were an order for their preſedence. When 
the Apoſtles firſt planted the Church, the ſame being ſmall & 
inaffliction, therewere not as yet any other Biſhops, Prieſtes, 
or Deacons but them ſclues : they were the Biſhops and Dea- 
cons,and tozcther ſerued the tables. T hoſe men therfore whom 
God raiſcth vpto plant a Church , can do no better then after 
che example ofthe Hes, to bearc them ſelues m equall au- 
thoritie : for this e hauc the French Miniſters , planters of 
the reformed Churchin Fraunce vſurped it, howbert prouiſio- 
nally : for it is a matter auowed,that they hold cheir dulci 4 
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buc by prouiſion , reſerunghbertie to alter 4t according tothe 
NR braquelinecharndtet mongthiGagoin 
the primitiuc Church , did increaſe as the Churches i 2 
and thereof ded the creation of Deacons , andafterward 
of other Biſhops and Prieſts:yet ceaſed not the A cqua- 
litiein authoritic, but they that were created had noe like au- 
thoritie with the Apoltles. But the Apoltles remained as (0+ 
ucraine Biſhops, neither was there any greater then they. Here- 
_- I inferre,that in the ſtate of a mighty & peaceable church, 
1s the Church of England, or as the of France or ſuch 
like might be, if God thould call them co reformation,the ſtate 
of the Clergic ought to be preſerucd: for ite would be 
hurtful to the [tate,and in time breede confuſion. But as the A- 
poltles continued in eye _—_ , ſolongas their new 
planted Church way ſmall, ſo ſhould equalitie be applied in the 
lanting of a Church, or ſo long as the Church continueth 
inall or vnder perſecution : yet may it alſo be admitted, as not 
repugnant to Gods word(fſith 1t hath take place in the Church) 
inthoſe places wherealreadie it is receaucd, rather then to inno- 
uate any thing, I ſay therefore , that cuenin the Apoltles time, 
the ſtateof the Clergie increaſed as the Church increaſed. Net« 
ther was the goucrnement vnder the bo of , & du- 
ring the peace of the land of Canaan alike: for the Iſraclites had 
farſt Iudges, and as their ſtate increaſcd, they had Kings. God 
him ſelfe likewiſe firſt dwelt as a ſhepheard ina T 
built by Moſes, but afterward as a king,in a houſe built by Sa- 
lomon. And the tree of life beareth ewelue fruits, according to 
the twcluc ſcaſons of the yeare , whereby we are tanght , - 6 
ſuch as haue charge of the Lords garden , mult vſe the fruites 
thereof according to their ſcaſoans. lt is alſo tobe thought, that 
the Miniſters ofthe Reformation,which planted Reformation 
in Fraunce,had reſpett tothar buſineilc, and to the worke they 
tooke m hand, when they brought in this equalitic, which was, 
to plant a Church, and to after the maner of the 
ſUes,when they planted che at Hicruſalem: as alſo 
meant not to reuerle the (tatcof the Clergie, cither to ſubmiyg it 
tothcir orders, whealocucr the Clergie x "x {tatc of France 
| 1 


+6 THE REFORMED 
ſhould happen toadmit Reformation. But cheir purpoſe hath 
tended to ouerthrowe {uper{dition , and in the meane time'to 
beare them ſelues according to their fimple equalitic , which in 
deede was the true meane to Reforme the Church, whereas had 
they meant both to aboliſh ſuperſtition, and toreuerſe the ſtate 
of the Clergie , they ſhould with one hand haue reformed the 
Church, and with the other haue deformed the ſtate. And they 
that preſumed that Reformation mult needes ſubuert the ſtate 
of the Clergie,conceaued that foreiudgement out of ſeaſon,and 
without any ſufficient cauſe, & their foremudgement hath bred 
great calamities in Fraunce. Wherupon I inferre,that hewhich 
would take occaſion, ofthe equalitie brought in into Fraunce, 
to reuerſe the cſtate of the Epiſcopall Clergie among the Re- 
formed, ſhall greatly wrong the cauſe of thoſe, who therevnder 
haue reformed Fraunce, and had neuer that intent : as alſo they 
ſhould reſemble the dogges that would gointo the vineyard, 
but carie a yokeattheirneckes that keepeth them out: for they 
ſhould carie with them the let , that ſhould hinder them from 
compaſling their intents: for there 1s nothing that hindereth 
from achwnng to perfeCtion, but it may be accompliſhed with- 
out preiudiceto the ſtate. Ieſus Chriſt taught perfetion , yet 
ſpake he neuer againſt the ſtate, butalwayes excepted t,faying, 
has theſe things we muſt do, yet not leaue theothers vndone, 
neither can there be any good thing done with-the ouerthrow 
of the ſtate, but may more commodiouſly be done without pre- 
dice to the ſtate. And Chriſt when they came to tempt him, 
excepted the ſtate , not onely 1n Eeclehiaſticall cauſes , but alſo 
in Cuill, ſaying, Give ouro Ceſar rhat belongeth ro Ceſar, and to 
God that belongeth ro God: as allo he would take no notice of 
Civill judgement , when he was required to agree aman with 
his brother,teaching vs by hisexample,diſcretly to vſecircum- 
{pection in time and place . As alſo it were but a bad conſe- 
uent to ſay,there be abuſes 1n the ſtate,and therefore we mult 
ubuert the ſtate , bur it were a good conſequent to ſay, there 
be abuſes in the ſtate, they muſt then'be corrected, albeitwith- 
out pretudice to the ſtate . I fay the reaſon 1s not altogether 
likewhen there be ſuperſtitions contrary to conſcience - for 
en 
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funatiietebanan fpantootrbinnd fro.aty "I G1 
cording tothat which is ſpoken of the whore of Babylon:Come * . 
farkethernppegindf yrade coadpatalngametacdy 
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Our Miniſters have vſurped their equalitic 
after the example of the firſt ſtate of the cke 


not to intrude them ſelues to eſtabliſh a pR_ na 
kingdome : for it was not Aaron that buile the Tabernacle, 
bur Moſes , neither was it the high Prieſt that buule the Tem-+ 
ple,but Salomon:no it was not Aaronthat ordcined theccles 
fiaſticall goucrnement cuen in Uraell , but Moſes , neither be- 
logeth it tothe paſtors,to'ordeine Eccleſiaſticall gonernement, 
but toPrinces . The paſtors duetic is to cauſe it tobe oblcrucd 
& in({tru{t the con{ciences : and alfo the Princes mighedoyell 
to cauſe that which God hath eſtabliſhed to be obſerued. 
No micanr the Recabutes for their auſtere life,in that 
they would not vic either wine or houſes, but were content to 
drinke water & to dwell intcntes or tabernacles : buthad they 
condemnedall that vie winc or houſes, then had them ſelues 
bene condemnable . Euen ſono man can condemne the French 
Miniſters for being content with their cqualitie and with lutle. 
But if chey ſhould codemne all that vic Ecclcſiatticall dignities 
& Church goods,themſclues ſhould therein be condemnable, 
neither doe they condemne them . S, Paule ſpared the Church 
andlaboured with his hands,yet did he notcondene thoſe that 
vied the Church goods which he {pared , but ſhewed that that 
which he did was vpon fauour,not of duety,as acknowledging 
the Churches to be poore., cue fo likewiſe may a man A 
benefice offered him, yea-& admoniſh others to do the like, but 
he may not compell any. 
Other matter doe I not require,but that we may be more & 
more circumſpect,as ioyning diſcretion with .Leale is a 
ly matter,and it is to vowe the harte ynto God: butt 
all acrifice nauſt be (caſoned with (ale , and this ſacnfice ofour 
hartie zeale and voluntary oblation muſt be ſeaſoned with the 
{alt of wiſedome and circum({pedtiqn. 


Herherto hauc 1 ſpoken onely of ſimpleceremonies,to ſhew 
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that they areno cauſcofour ſeparation from the Pope, becauſe 
| be Mia ſclues indifferent , or at the leaſt dactde;e 
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not being forbidden by Gods word , ſo longas we attribute no 
vyertueor holineſle vnto them . For the reaſons that moued the 
fo ſore tobeare downe the ceremonies ofthe law, was 
becauſethe did ground their righteouſneſſe and merite 
of workes thereupon , yet cannot we condemne the. Refor- 
med that vſc any ceremonies,neither the French Miniſters, be- 
cauſe they vienone. The French Miniſters doe reie&t them, be- 
cauſe they will not retame any token of the aunciet Popiſh fu- 
perſtiti6s, whereas others haue {till kept ſome, becauſe they wil 
not ſeeme to innouate too much: either part haue their diuers 
confiderations,yet neither contrary nor wicked. But this Imay 
fay;that in theſe thinges the greate(t fimplicitie is beſt, but this 
fimplicitiemay be moderated hauing reipect toſfuch as weare 
rodcale with;neither doth circumſpettion any whit hurr at all. 
And I commende our French Miniſters,for that albeit they vſc 
none, yetthey teach them to be thinges tollerable. For in deede 
they are ſuch,as no man ſhould be bound vnto,except vps the 
Princes pleafure,whois not to be difobeyedorftriuen withall, 
for mattersof them ſclues tollerable : for the which we ought 
not to condemneone an other , as we prouc by the Apoſtles 
wordes,wherche ſpeaketh of thinges ſacrificed to Idols,for the 
whuch' he will not that we ſhould codemne;butbeare one with 
an other : and with all haue a reſpe& to the conſciences of the 
weake : Forif for the foode that entreth into the body , ha- 
uing bene ſacrificed to heathen Idols, we may moucno ſtrife, 
much more ſhould we make none for a Ill, which con- 
ccrneth onely a gowneor ſuch/like, which haue bene vſi 
by ſuch, as imagined by ſuch ſuperſtitious habit to ſerue God 
and Chriſt. 

Now tothe Reformed againſt whom the whole furic of the 
League 1s bent. They are to ſuffer,yet neede they not greatly to 
feare, for their delmeraunceis athand . And what ſhould they 
feare? the world ? it is a vanquiſhed monſter that is ouercome, 
ſaith not Iefus Chriſt , Rezoxce my little flocke , for 1 hawe oner- 
come the world ?Shall they then freare lealt the — 
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ſhould ouercome the Lord of Loxdes, and triumph ouer th 


king of kinges? If the Philiſtins aſlaile vs, we haue in heaucn 3* 


a mighty and vahant Sampſonthat wall deliuer his yea 
ſuch a one as is not ſubiet to the deceit of a wench . we 
then feare a wench,whom we feeulic about ſpinning of lines, 
whereof to makea L ,tobinde our Sapſons ha & fecte 
with a thred of towe ? _ well thy League thou Romiſh 
Dalila, and preſſe downe thy knots whileour Sampſon ſlee- 
peth,heape ps ypon League,and corde vpon corde,that he 
c{capenot , for thoumuſtnot hope to pull of the haire of our 
Nazarite, whom thou canſt notreach . Make all ſafe while he 
ſleepeth, for if he begin to wake andſo breake thy bondes,and 
vnleague thy League , thou ſhale ſec thy Philiftins take their 
carrier after a ſtraunge maner . Butlct vs looke vpon the {tate 
of the Church heretofore,thereby to be taught hereafter . 'T he 
Ifraelicicall Church began by ſhephcards,that were captiues in 
Egypt,and came thence triumphantly hauing Princes for their 
and afterward Kinges that ſubdued their neighbours. 
The Chriſtian Church began by the umagined ſonne of a Car- 
pore grew forward by the poorc Apoltles, of whom the 
{t qualified were fiſhers , who with one hand fiſhed for fiſh, 
and withtheother for men. The Romain Emperours their ene- 
mies perſecuted them , ſo did alſo the Apoſtataes, yet was the 
Gallean at the laſt faine to oucrcome . And the Reformed 
Church began by poore men, whom a marchant of Lyons fed, 
admuuſtring vnto them both bodely and ſpirituall food. They 
hauec bene perſecuted , yet haue they {till encreaſed , ſo as at this 
day there be Kinges and Princes, that accompt them ſelues ho- 
nored by this profellion , and we ſec Pharao the perſecuter of 
Gods people periſhed in their deliucraunce . Thekingdome 
alſo of Babylon , which had bene the mightielt Empire of the 
world, & af largelt cotinuance, hauing perſecuted the Church, 
15 cometo an.end ,vnder the deltucric of Gods people by Ci- 
rus: Andeucn fo alſo the Popes kingdome;who hath afflicted 
the faithfull, ſhall ſhortly ccaſc by the deliueric of the Refor-. 
med. True it is that the Pope 15 not ſo perſwaded, but umagi- 
neth the contrary , becaulc that Fm teacheth that Antc- 
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**chriſtes kingdome muſt continue vneill the day of iudgement, 
& the Pope taketh this radgement to be the cnd of theworld. 
Bue Daniell ſpeaketh of the dgement of Babylon, whuch alſo 
15 the mdgement of Antichriſt,and to thatare we come, which 
began by the bloud of the Martirs,& ſhall end by the ruine of 

the Papacie; and of all the kin es that ſhall oppoſe them 

ſclues againſt Chriſt , which ſhall be broken as a glaſſe vnder 

an iron ſcepter . Hitherto it hath ſeemed , that to raigne, 

it needed but to turne the backe to Chriſt : But all things 

their tyme and their courſe, ahd now is the periode come,and 

the caſcaltered,and cuery kingdomemuſlt periſh that ſhall op- 

poſe it ſelfe againſt Chriſtes kingdome. Hitherto the daughter 

of Babell hath made the daughter of Sion to drinke of the cup 

of affli tis, but hereafter her ſelfe ſhall drinke the dregs therof, 

For the Lord ſhal take thecup of his wrath out of the hands of 

the daughter of Sion, and make Babylon dronken therewith. 
Morcouer I ſay,that ſith God hath giuen vs a King,we mult 

toue and honor him: and ſpeake of him wiſely and modeſtly, 
becauſche 1s our ſuperiour,and our ſoucraigne,we owe him all 

honor & duetic . We know how Manaſles afflicted the people 

2 . Parali, that defended the puritie of Gods word, him ſelfe maintaining 
J3- Idolatrie,yet did God fo teach his harte,that through a goodly 
conuerſion he glorified God : neither is Gods power or mercy 

leſſe now then 1t was then. The hartes ofkings are in his hands, 

& heis able to turnethe harte of our King , yea God can make 

2.King.18. of a hart of Manaſles perſecuting the Church , the hare of 
4 an Ezechias or a Ioſias,Reforming the Church: and he can doe 

2 King. 23, Vs more good in oneday, then hicherto he hath donevs harme. 
Alſo we mult not onely hauca reſpectto our in veelding 

$*.13-7- honor to whom hen, £m nk to whom feare, and tri- 

bute to whs tribute, but we muſt alſo beare our ſelues modelt- 

ly toward all others,yea albeit they be our aduerſaries,as know- 

ing that they haucas it were ſome pretence to thinke euill of 
vs, by reaſon of ſuch falſe as haue bene made them. For | 
the deuill neuer wanteth ſclaunders ,neither publiſhers of the 
ſamebue we following our Lordes inſtruttions,mult do good 
M.12-44 to our encmicsand not returne one reproche in exchaunge for 
an 
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an other: yea we mult ouercorne their cuill with our goodnellepaats.vp ,*, 
and their curſes with our good ſpeaches , by ſpeaking well of 339- » 4" 
them and cuill of none, rather couering their vices and imper- gy. 4 v5 
fedios,if we know of any,then caſting thE1n the teeth with the 6.41, 838 * 
fme,for God requireth not a vaine,l1ght,harebraindeandraſh 
people, but ſuch as be wiſe,as by Moſes he teacheth:which wiſe- 
domehe ————— 
the feare of God,the end is charitie , & the 10n 13 Gods. 
word, the building is faith, & the crowne of the worke is glory 
cuerlaſting . But cach glory hath his triumph ing of 
ſome viQorie , andthe vidtory of faith is the victorie ouer the 
world:howbeit our faith muſt be armed with diſcretion,mode- 
ſtie, & pacicce: for by ſuch w $ ſhall we obteine more vi- 
Qories then by the ſword : neither 1s the viorie ouer the hart 

ottE by the fword,well may it carey ya pg 
may the harts of the mighty bewonne to do vs gnod,or at 
the leaſt to do vs leſſe harmet up would.Beſides if ye be- 
haue your {clues according to that wilſedom, which God requi- 
reth ofhis people,you ſhal no more but ope your hands,& you 
{hall finde them repleniſhed with Gods bleſftinges. Open your 
mouth ſaich the iſt,and it ſhall be filled with meate: God P/e.31. 
will ſtirre you vp ſuch friends,as you haue not ſought: He will 
make you to cate the fruiftes , which you haue neither planted 
nor ſowen : and hewill giue you the viRorie, when you do but 
looke on . I would not wiſh you to defend Religion with the 
ſyord , which ſhould be defended with ſpirituall weapons:but 
in deede it is one thing todefend Religion, and an other to de- 
fend the people that mainteine Religion . For Religion muſt 
be defended with the ſword of the word , butas for Religious 
people,God hath alwayesin ſtore a Dauid to defend thE with 
the ſword,when ſocuer netde ſhall require: you know that Mi- 4pec.12. 
chaell and his angels, dot fight for vs againſt the Dragon and 
his angels : what ſhall we then feare? Let vs feare God and we 
ſhall be freed from the feare of the world : let vs be wiſe and 
circumſpett in our deliberations,modeſt in our ations, and ſo- 
berin our diſcourſes: let vs our confidence in God,and 
endcuour todo well, ſo will PETER: 
j 


v 
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© ou as nothing ſhall be able to hurt vs. 


1.Cor.10, 
1.Tim. 4. 


Apac,n2, 


Apoc.17. 
I4. 


he difference betwene the Catholiques and the Reformed 
hath ſeemed greater then it 15,becauſe the world hath imagined 
that ſome part of the controuerfie conſiſted in the ſtate , yea 
there are ſome that hane ſuppoſed, that ſimple abuſes and cere- 
momes onely were in part cauſe of the ſchiſme : but now may 
we ealily perceaue by the reaſons hitherto deducted , that there 
remaineth no farther difference but the ſuperſtition, that is to 
fay , for the Idols which S. Paule tearmeth deuils , and for the 
ſuperſtitious traditions,which he calleth the dorine of dewls, 
fo that ſuch as hereafter ſhall aghe againſt vs, can not fight but 
for deuils,which are the Dragon and his Anzels,whereas we do 
fight for the contrary part,which is the part of Michael and his 
Angels, neither fight we in doubtfull hope : for we know that 
our Michaell who 1s the King of Kings, thall cucrcomethetcn 
hornes of the Beaſt , whichare the confederates 11 the League. 
Now therefore let the Catholques looke to their buſineſle , to 
wit, whether they will defend the deuils cauſe : for whatſocuer 
ſhift they find ,yet can they not eſcape, but $. Paule will con- 
uince them , in proofe' that ſuperſtitions are the cup of deuils. 
Tonew occurrences, we mult haue new deliberations. T hey are 
therefore now to deliberate vpon the argument which we pro- 
pound. I do here ſummon them to the throne of God the crea- 
tor of all things, and of Iefus Chriſt the redcemer of his people, 
to looke well to their doings, for it is noſmall matter that they 
haue in hand: I waſh my hands before God , that if any cull 
happen them, it ſhall from henceforth be through their owne 
fault: let them conſider whether they will fight for the doctrine 
of deuils: for there is if they marke1t , no queſtion but of that 
point, and ſo much the better both for themand vs : but if they 
obſtinately will ſupport the cauſe of deuils, ſo much the worte 
for thetn,and they ſhall find a puniſher,and yet ſhall we neuer- 
theleſſe berelecued. If they will not ſee or heare the rſt exhor- 
tation made vnto them , their contumacie alſo will condemne 
thein. For contumacie is imputed to the wrongfulneſle of the 
cauſe, and maketh the contiimaxe guiltic ofthe crime whereof 
he is accuſed, In fumme, howſoeucr it be, our cauſe can not but 
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be holpen,becauſe it referreth it ſclfeto trial,and that Godh 


remitted it to ſuch apaſle,that _ way it is 1uſt, and theequt»"" 


our aduerſaries cauſe 1s mas + 


tie thereof 15 cleare and cuident:an 
nifeſtly conuited. Moreouer it may be the Catholiques at the 
firſt bluſh, will chinke theſe to be but vaine ſhapes,and ſo per- 
haps will not comprehend how profitable cur aduiſe may be to 
the King, to the Clergie, and to the Commons and yet thal not 
our aduiſe be altogether vnprofitable. If a man that were to 
paſſe ouer ariuer , which he had heard tobe wadeable, and yet 
ypon the ſhore {houldfind one that knew itbetter,who ſhould 
warne him of thecontrarie, if yet notwithſtanding ſuch aduer- 
tiſement , he would needes tric , would you therefore take the 
aduertiſement to haue bene vtterly vnprofitable? No, for had 
not the aduertiſement-bene giuen,he might haue aduentured,& 
. waded ſo farre,that he could not recouer:for the aduertiſement 
will procure him to ſwimme betweene hope and feare, and to 
-looke better to the danger,the whichas he ſhall find too great, 
. he will turne backe before he go too deepe : and fo experience 
ſhall makethem knowe the commoditie of this aduiſe, which 
otherwiſe were ignorant, & by diſcourſe could not haue known 
1t. But let them proceede, the ſucceſle of matters ſhall inſtru 
chem , when they ſhall ſee their purpoſes haue none other iſſue 
then this riuer that is vnwadeable, yea a bottomleſle gulphe:& 
when they ſhal haue ſought in vaine for the iſſue of theſe things 
and ſhall not find it, they will reclaime them ſelues , and come 
to that reaſon which we ſhew thew. If there be a blind man in 
the mid(t of a great hall , and ſome one will dire him out at 
thedore, it may be he will not follow him, that offreth him ſelfe 
to guide him, but leauing him, will feele along the wall, which 
alſo may condudt him,& ſo go groping till he come tothedore. 
- But experience is a maruelous matter,which tcacheth the hare- 
- brained by effte, that which they could neuer comprehend by 
diſcourſe. It is ſayd,that noneare more deafe,then they that wal 
not heare, and I ſay that none are worſe blind, then they that 
will not ſce reaſonand yet is expericnce their guide and wall,all 
along the which,as 1t were groping , they may ſometimes get 
forth of thoſe places, where they find them ſelues encloſed:and 
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ws dot? tence ſcrue for a ſound , to ſound the depth of 
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groping.Let vs therefore let our enenues paſle on, & 
vs them to maketriall of their wiſedomes : for in the 
end they thal find by there is noother 1ſſue,bur 
the ſame which we do them. But asfor vs, let vs repoſe 
our confidence in God , and enforceour ſelues to do well, and 
well 196” 6-60 a6 
Ifayt c,that weare to reioyce, ſeing our deti- 
ucrice at had, according to ra FonrLned Icfas Chriſt, 
W hen you ſhall ſee theſe things come to paſſe, rewoyce , for your delt- 
werance is at band : For all the ſfignes and tokens that d 
before the fall of Babylon, arc already come topaſle. Firſt, " 
1260. yeares of the woman enuironed with the Sunne, are ac- 
compli(Ked,for it is 1260-yeares ſince the ſuperſtitiss of the ho- 
ly Croſlcof Icrufalem,& the Reliques of Saines began , & are 
the moſt auncient, which haue retained the woman in the wil- 
dernefle 1260. yeares, ſo as there wantethno more but her deli- 
ucric through the battell of Michacll againſt the Dragon. As 
alſo we ſce the accompliſhment of that which is ſayd , Fo bets 


you, ye inhabuants of the earth, for Satan is come downe 


0M 
m great furie, becauſe he hath but a ſhort tame . Nowdoth Sean 
lay open all his furie, for he knoweth his time to be ſhort,much 
like as when the vncleane ſpirites were to depart the bodies of 
the polleſſed , they rent them , as Satan at this day renteth the 
world through the League. Likewiſe we ſee the ſaying that the 
Beaſts mortall wound was healed, fulfilled, in that the Papacie 
hauing beneſhaken and readie to fall , hath ſince bene reeſta- 
bliſhed. Moreouer we ſee that come to paſle; that is written of 
the ten hornes of the Beaſt, that ſhould make warre againſt the 
Lambe, for it is ſayd, that theſe ten hornes are ten kings, which 
at once ſhall take counſell with the Beaſt to warre vpon the 
Lambe,& weſce the like according tothis deſcription,come to 


- paſſe in the League,in caſe we vnderſtid thatin the holy ſcrip- 


ture vnder the name of king,zs meant cuery ſoucraigne | we 
And it is moſt certaine , that there arcten ſoucraigne Pri 
that at once tooke counſell with the Beaſt , which 15 the Papa- 


Cie, 
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cieto warreagainſt Chriſt, that is, againſthis Reformed mi 
bers : namely thoſe. Prices that did vnite then ſeluesrog 
vnder the League , onely it reſteth that we ſeethem 
2s {hall be, that is toſay, partof themasitis {a 
agar yr we romay 3 rn ay wp 
be accompliſhed is faid , | 
Beaſt,and yeeld him naked and deſolate , that is, that the Lea- 
or ſome part thereof , ſhall bend them ſclues againſt che 
ope,and the ſhall haueno enemies thethe Lea- 
who ſhall from the Pope,& bind the ſclues to the 
Lambe the Lord of Landes)yo cnmtivonthe lame flages, 
and it is ſuppoſed that the French Clergie may grow to that 
paſſe, yeaand cuenthe Gentlemen Leaguers, if oncethey be- 
gin to (mell out the Popes entent ;. to be preiudiciall to the 
EC CN the _— 
which ſun concerning the yeare 88. 
that it ſhould be a of maruciles . For yet remaine ſome 
Reuolutions ng thereof, neither is every Reuolution 
accompliſhed in one ſelfe yeare: and this marueilous yeare hath 
not yer layd open all her marchandiſe, but will ſhortly : much 
es II IIIER likekhood of 
theſe matters, for we know that the great whore of Rome ſhall 
ſay : Ifit aQueene and am no widow , neither ſhall I fee any 
mourning , then ſhall come vpon her nakedneſle andwidow- 
hood, with weeping , mourning and ſorrow. Howbeit if any 
ſhall obiet , that the fation of the Reformed 1s to weake to 
bring this to paſſe , I aunſwere with the Reuelation, that God 
her 1s mightie. To be bricf,let men ſay and thinke what 
they pleaſe , but I doe well know that weare in a marueilous 
periode and great Cataſtrophe , at the point to ſee a ſ{traunge 
alteration . For it is moſt certaine that Babylon ſhall fall, and 
that ſhortly and with a ſodein fall, and it can not fall but with 
great murmure . It ſhalbe a wonderfull doome, when by che 
cffcftes , we ſhall heare the voyce of the maiſter of the houſe 
and king at his returne,as it were from along journey, ſaying, 
Bring vnto me theſe my enemies,that would not that ] ſhould 
raigne ouer them , and! flay them before my face. 
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Þ promiſed to make thercaders a banket,and they may com. 


 plainethatitis a fclender banker ,where there isnothing bur 


"tru & no fleſh;bur they niult remeber that I promiſed them 


nothing but fruidtes ,as alſo it is buta taſt for them, vntill the 
banket of theLambe , wherein there ſhall be ſuch-and ſo great 


pletic of fleſh,that the very foules of theaire ſhall haucenough, 


yea ſo much ascuen to tread ypon the fleſh of kings,& of great 
& mighty men, for the very foules are alfo inuitedtothe banket 
of the Lambe thereto be fatisfhed with the fleſh of Kings,Prin- 
ces and mightie perlons . Thus doe Gods enemies enter great 
Leagues,to the endto makethe crowes a feaſt of their carkaſes, 
Where our Lord ſaith , Reioyce for your deliueraunce is at 
hand , by that delmueraunce , 1 meane the deliueraunce where- 
by we be deliuered fromthe tyranny of Babylon through her 
ſodein fall , wherein it ſhall be ſaid , reſtore vnto her dou- 
ble according to her workes : for this reſtitution is not yet 
made, but I looke for it very ſhortly . And when this old Ba- 
bell ſhall fall , new Ieruſalem ſhall be built , cuen the ſame Ba- 
bell that ſaith , I fit a Queene.and am no widow , neither ſhall 
I ſceany mourmnyg : yet ſhall ſhe finde her ſelfe a widow , na- 
ked , and in heauineſſe : but the new Ieruſalem ſhall be 
decked vp and adorned as a Nymph to her ſpouſe . Therein 
ſhall we no longer befubieCt to the Babylonian yoke of Ca- 
nons and traditions full of confuſton, but to the gouernement 
ofnew Ieruſalem , which is as S.Paule calleth it, the gouerne- 
ment of 1ſraell . Let therefore the Paranimphes adorne the 
ſpouſe, and decke her vp in her goodlieſt ornamentes , that ſhe 
may be worthely Preſented to her bridgrome: let the Stewards 
labour to become ſuch , as may yeeld a good jaccompt of 
their adminiſtration : and let the Virgines prepare their 
lampes , as knowing the bridegromes comming to beat 
hand, and bleſſed ſhall thoſe wiſe Virgines be, that 
may. enter with the bridegrome to be partakers 
of the fruites and food , he forth 
at the banket of the 
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AN ADDITION CONTEI 
A Diſcourſe vpon the chaunging of te a 


by the deathof the D die £36, 


by Hclene the mother of Conſtantine / 
the Great , I knewe we ſhould ſhortly ſee the ende 


therof through the deftraths of Babylon, mens —_ a 
trrumphing at full 


dehuerie of the Church , 
the Beaſt mentioned in che Reuelation. Thalaenledlgewe 
- I ad On > > 

fuddenly pur to make a 

wank pwr, 07d mae I as the 

knowledge of humane ſciences was not —_— 
I determined to ſeaze vppon an pur- 
haue I continued theſe ewelue yeares,with labour & 
ll helpe, neither could I bedrawen therefro by mincowne 
particular aftaires, as preferring the ſtudy of Diwunitic, _ 
all mw nr Yen asallo Gods word is ny heart, hide, 1 
ſure, peace and contentation,my delight, and ynto me 


all, 
Then began Ico © Gods lawes more they as yet 
I had done, and ſlime chem intoa —_— c 4 

truc,and figurative Ceremoniall :thenimeo a law of 
call Pollicic,and Cmull Policie: thirdly intoa Motall law , aa 


ought ro noe. which 
tto ſhoot, and whercof the man is v 
Thelebeſixekindoof lan gfetallmhnchy chores 
fpirit of God to ſome. albeit to 

gs that wo regs in ſundry ages , as he did 
jus. Joya vr Ja x rms ery Ten 
found the fnnple figures with the ceremomes ;\albeit thecere- 
momes be figures , and moſt of the fimple figures be hiſtories, 
hauing relation to ſome end our of the hiſtorie; yet following 
the ſame, as alſo. doe the ceremonies. pl ie 


found ER DEITY "1 Le ceremanie , 


A 


whercat 


—— 


T is full rwelue yeares dads Conrabs Ang 
Refer n.the ſtate of matters,and the bringing in of 
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| ther with Ciuill 
a} ng chereforce ME Mable, 
_ © with'tl eFgan ugdlicablagng Jundy pee no into one (elf iq; 
hn that! Teſtament did no 
| q whit abrogate the Old. By the ſame meanes alſo I came to vn- 
[2,24 £1 no Lect dee dulace loburodiGorfocs the Catholickes;as 
betorg Ifuppoſed , as thinking chat we had bene wi ſtcife both 
Ga eltacoandſuper{titions,and that thecroubleſarnygelle of 
theſo two points whichſcruedfor,a-bad ſurgule) toretamerhe 
n—_— id apron might be takenaway., 
conterred with-lomg mivilters of he R 
hee? wr of chis pur 


elmat 

, alſo with ſome of che Catholique 

| Clergie, who likewiſe zhe it to be good, ſo as I was rn 

| ly confirmed, hope to ſec Rae god anengmges come ther» 

| of. Then hauing layed my matters in ny went to Bourges 

in Berry, where-the-warres ſoone. after urprſctl.me :, ſo as I 

| found my retraite-into-Germany; to be more date then intothe 
| 


Low Countries. There copoled La treatiſe, which I communi- 
_ cated with-ſundry notable perſons,both Dmuines,La ca Ar and 
menot cl{tate,zwho all eklakeny le ater eIcauld 


| not'fiud opportumity;there.to it : afterward comtning 
| intoEngland. 10ihed this my fart purpoſe, with the argument 
ofan Apologie,ſwof one ſtonc to maketwo caltes:and co mp 
| ſed.this former, Treatiſe, which was 1n' good tiumcfiniſh 
bouttheſprmg:& aſccention of the ſunne, which was about the 
tumecofthe Dake otGuifes death, 
| Myantent was tofruſtrate Achitophels counſell, that Ws aq 
| ſcatter&:breaketize purpotes both of the Pape & the 
. Allo po was 0 _—_—_ —_—_— at cheſams in(t5 ir.God " 

an toclte&t my propounded purpole : Whereuppon a 
—_ faire path andfreeicoutſetor my booke. Which fauaurat 
AlmightieGodi,cawnocibe but a Cindfbecietipemens.fo the 
re(d ofthelnoteſſethereabFocatisl -matter;,when a man 
finderth himſcifea fellow:labourer with (God ,andthat God 1e- 
condeth his purpoſes with the:cifects and ſuccede of marters 
Moreouer,l will boldly ſayzhat we — 
that Babylon is fallen, {tures lay ,.ehatithe Papactei5s/0uert 


throwen, 
PA 
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throwen,& that there is no greater certamticof the Duke 
ſegdeath, then of the deſtruttion of the Papacie: for thedifiipas "1 
nonof theLeague 15 the ſubuerfion ems 1c cage 
ts now ouerthrowen both by ſea and by land. In-the purſitegt 
the League the Duke of Guiſes greateſt oucrhghe was in that 35 
he With che king,after humiclfhad oftcnded him at Paris. * 
And now hath the king as much offended che Pope: The ki 
can therfore nolonger truit him,for he will with oneeye lauy 
vponhim , and with the other betray him . God preſerve vs 
from. ludas Iſcariotes kifle. The Se that lurketh in the 
erafſe is daungerous, for we fecle her before we ſee her, neither 
doe we perceaue her, but by thewound that ſhe hath made in 
vs. Thus may the Pope be diſmembred: Spaine lycth too farre 
trom the relt of the dances ofthe Papacie, tobeable to 
10yne or ſuccour them: belides that it is weakeof bloud: The 
king of Spaine ſhall find enough of the Defence albert he en- 
eernot into the offenſive : 'The Prince of Parma can not doe 
much for the League, he acquits him ſelfe well if he keepe his 
owne, which he wr 0 by force, and roughnefſe, and by 
money, neither is hebcloued of the 1inhabitantes of rhe coun- 
erey,who will caſely reuolt , as reaping but ſmail-contenement 
at his handes,and being but badly aftedied toward him . Many 

Iealian Princes and Lordihips alſo do hold of the Pope in Fee, 
that had rather be their owne men then an other mans, and 
therefore will not faile to take occaſion if it be offered , and 
would ſoone condiſcend toa Counterleague , fo as if any man 
would but renew the path:which Charlesof Bourbon furlt tra- 
ced out,theſe would foonee 1tand vpon a necellitic finde 
meenough to ſhare in the bootie, by reaſon of the great wealth 
that Rome hath long gathered together, ſo did Darius riches 
draw his enemies to his deſtru&ion. 
; Ofthe King we maywith theold Pocte lay. 

V mus homa nobus eunttanao rettut wit rew, 

N on ponebat enim rumores ante ſalntens. 

Forhe hath ſuffered them to {peake that accompt his wiſe» 
dome timorouineſle,& fuffring thoſe to ſpeake, hathdove bet- 
terthento haue ſpoken. He hath _ wile cnough to bring his 
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Irpo dexteritie, & hath 

dy holpt him ſelfe with the Prouerbe, He that can nor dif 
xfible cannot raigne . To be brief, hehathbene able 
toGucrcome the League, for the death ofthe Duke of Gurſe u 
ne victory oucrtae Leagucyto which victory we may alſo adde 
an other, that is that he hath oucrcome many a mans hope. It is 
nothing for Hanniball to know how to oucrcome, ifhe know 
not how to vic his victory : But I hope the king will crowne 
ehis his good beginning with a better proſecution : for in 
theſe purpoſes it 1s requiſite to vie great circumſpeRion,diſcre- 
tion and moderation, and that che king hav » honelt and faich- 
full men about him . For moreare the Popes ſccrete driftes to 
befeared,thenthe open forces of the League. And ſith the king 
is ſhipt in this ation , he cannot but ſaile on whule the winde 
bloweth. Theſe chree chinges wereneceilaric, to abandone the 
Papacie: to ſtrengthen him ſelfe with the Clergie : and by rc- 
union of his ſfubicRes toreunite his forces . Theres nothing 
more weake then the Papacie, yet is it ſtrong, if t be ſtrength 
ned with the Clergic : but if the Clergic be ſeparated from 
che Popezhe is vtterly ouerthrowen: if we abandon him, hecan 
not reſiſt . He can do no hure to thoſe that forſake him, bur to 
thoſe that take part with him . Alſo albeit the Clergie were of 
the League,yet doth it not follow that the king ſhould impure 
vnto them the conſpiracie of the League : for the principall 
heades thereof, did (HI! perſwade the reſt, that the king had in- 
celligence with chem , neither did it tully a e to the 
contrary , but by the Duke of Guiſes death. Alſo it is noe 

ood for a maiſter to ſee all that his ſeruaunts doe , but he muſt 
Ne ſome part and paſſe ouer the reſt. And clemency is very re- 
quilite in a king, 

I would wiſhthe king not only to mainteine the ſtate ofthe 

Clergy,but alſoto relieuethem fr6 theexaCtions of the Lea 
& 1 wold wiſh the Clergie to pronide for the ſchilme o 
liſhing all ſuperſtition, and ſurely the ſooner the better, for cn- 
ding of the calamities of this warre : for they may ſce that a 
great part o*the burden lighteth vpon their backes , which to 
Rae, che firſt point were to quench the ſchilime, tothe end 
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might reunite his forces to withſtand che Leagiaes 
for their cltate , which ſtill eother 
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the king 
that were the ſureſt 
vntill chere be ſuch a Reformation as may no whit 
the ſtate , neither ſhall they ever finde fitter | 
while theking ſtandeth in neede of their awitie, that the Cleve 
te may be his ſhield againſt che Pope andthe Beſides - 

t,our king isa wile and diſcret Prince,who will makenoin- 
nouation in tus ſtate - beſides that in all cuents, if once there 
were a Reformation of ſuperſtitions made , they might more 
eaſily maineaine their eſtate only, then both their eſtate and the 
ſuperſtitions together: conſidering that their eſtate 15 fr6 God, 
and inſtituted by Gods lawes , whereas the ſuperſtitions are of 
deuils , as Saint Paule teacheth , to whom is an enemy, 
and it can not be but God will deſtroy them, and that can no 
worldly man prevent : yet may we prouide for the eſtate. Let 
vs looke that werelilt not God, leſt he continue his chaſtiſe- 
ments by warres : but let vs appeaſe his wrath by framing our 
ſclues after our ductie,ſo will God conuert our calamities unto 
felicitic,and doubtfull warre into an aſſured peace . Ipray you 
arenotaninhnite number of liuing Images of Gods making, 
who by theſe warres are oppreſſed, of more unportance then a 
few dead Idols,hewen out by caruers of Images , which by the 
Catholicke Romiſh Religion, are mainteined in temples and 
Churches ? Let vs take care for Gods Images, 

Thelaſt yeare at the Eaſter faire at Francfort , I cauſed to be 
printed a Latine Treatiſe of the day of rudgement, or of the (ea- 
uz general udgements,wherin I proued ſeauen general rudge- 
ments of God, whereof fruc are already paſt,and the ſixt or laſt 
ſauing one, 1s the tudgement of Babylon , whoſe principall pe- 
rind was in the yeare 1588. which many haue notedas a yeare of 
maruels: and the laſt is to come in the end of the world. I ayd, 
that in that iudgement the Papacic ſhould come to ruine: net- | 
ther was it any apparance that cauſed me fo to fay, cuery thing * 
ſcemed to premize the contrarie. The I ſwelled ypin 
Fraunce, but eſpecially in Spaine: euery man looked after great 
effects : there was no{peechbue of great proportions aaageg- 
tions for warres, made both in __—_—_ in tne Low coun 
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{There waino «diſcourſe, bur of the wonderfull effects of 
ic Spaniſh Nauie, loyned with the Prince of Parmaes 

= epreparation in Flanders of ſadles & for 
s. I ſaid alſo, when the whore bf Rome ſhal 

am no widow,neither ſhal Lee an ſorow, 
her widowhood,weeping and naked- 

ſe For we know,that the Beaſt muſt be wounded to death; 
and ehen recouered dint , which I faw accompliſhed : as alſo 
the ſame that is ſpoken of the ten hornes of the beaſt, that roke 

counſel! cogether, is fulfilled in the counſell of the League. Be: 
{ides that, feingGatan worke his laſt endeuor toouerthrow the 
partie of the Lambe, I doubted not but Tefus Chrift wold like- 
wiſe work his,for our deliuery.l = not that the Leagueſhold 
beouercome by ſea, or thatthe King ſhould withſtand 1t , as 
he hath done: yet now do 1 ſee has $ ſucceede according to 
my diſcourſcand ſaying in n pe" In the Apologeticall 
Treatiſe going before, 1 alſo ſayd , thae the Lea ewould vn- 
doubtedly breake , yet knewe I not that the ec of Guiſe 
ſhould be lainehowben thereby I ſee my ſaying cometo paſle, 
before it be brought to light. And now do I not feare toſay,that 
the Papacie ſhall fall , yea euen with a maruellous and ſudden 
fall. T he death theres will be a araer mn : maner as ſoone as 
the ſicknelle. I was not daunted at the arations ofthe 
League, neither ceaſed I in my Treatiſe 7 bliſh the ſame to 
be the revolution ofthe Papall fall. For I diſcourſed thus.Cirus 

, —_ great matters with ſmal power, but that came topaſſe 
becauſethe ſame was the reuolution ofthe Babylonian Empire, 
and the accompliſhment of the 70. —_—_ es of the captiuitic of 
Inda. Alexander the Great vanqui power of Darius, 
which was farre greater then his: but it was in the eumeof che 
period ofthe Perſian Empire. Ialius Czſarwrouzht wonderful 
exploits : but in the ſame ſcaſonwherein God was prepafing 
the world, that the Meſſiaz mighe be borne ynder rhe Romane 
| Monarchie. Sith therefore the opeand king of Spaine, made 
WW all theſewarlickeproutſionstothe end to eltabliſh the Papacie, 
"Ig ._ _ inthe fameſeaſon wherein it ſhould be rooted vp,I concluded, 
© + * © thatthdrendcuors ſhould be in vaine; or ammrtntadeu. 


' POLUTICK BE, 
of ſuperſtitions, which hane detained the woman in the wilds 
neſle, being at an end, Babylon can no longer continue. 
God whohath the hearts of kings in his hand, will ſtir vuſomgs JR. > 
one that hal deſtroy it;yea that albeit no king would takethaf * 3» 
in hand,yet thac it is mn power,to make ſome vnder brick. 7 
to ſpring vp in one night at the roote of the tree, that may be 
able to preſcribelaw to the tree,fromout of whole roote it may * PO 
beſprong. Howbeait if it be lawfull to {peake by coniedture, I 
will ſay, that the name of Henrie ſcemeth fatall to the Papacie: 
for Henry the 8.in England gauethe Pope.a maruelous checke, 
and now in Fraunce we ſee an other Henry giue hun an other 
checke,after this let hun beware the Mate: 

The order of the League at Paris is a order,where por- 
ters and day arc in greater credit then the Preſidents. 
It ſeemeth that Spaine meaneth by her proftors to attempt 
ſomewhat againſt Fraunce : but ſhe were not belt. Spaine hath 
more ncede to feare then to hope,and to o__ ſelfe;then to 
enterpriſe againſt others.She is but weake of walles and blood, 
and hath noitrength but in penſc and Miluedies, and thoſe are . 
alſo well ſhronkeand waſted,through the conturuall warres in 
Flanders, Hannibal ſuppoſed chat for the pinching of Romehe 
needed not go to ſeeke her outof Tealie. Ithinkert the Spaniard 
were well tickled in his owne countrey , itwould troublehim 
ſhrewdly, and that were the ſureſt ſuccour thatmightbe mini- 
ſtred eo the Low countreys.: But eſpecially it were requiſite to 
carie thither ſome ſtore of New T Biblesin Spa- 
nilh, with other ſmall Treaties againſt ſuperſtition.}For Gods 
word 1s a goodſcede,whichcannot but fruttifie when onceit is 
planted and hath taken roote in a place, neither will it caily be 
plucked vp againe. But in matters of eſtate I would with cir- 
cumſpetion ,and with moderation and modeltie to win mens ax 
bearts,rather then toltir them yp with vanitic, idle ſpeech,raſh- ; 
pelle& lolencie; for tuch things dorather thencd1fie. 
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be exiples to reach ſubiefts to nothing 
T3 oe Kangfor the Maſe ing pou 


,& 
| #7 cedar irs cangrowat NT NINE peat 


himſelf by making amends,rather then obſtinatly to caſt 

away him ſelte therin. And cherfore the Duke of Neuers,& the 
Lor 1 of Antrazues dealt wel & wiſcly in taking the kings part 
as alfo che King did well and wiſelyin taking all that they had 
done vnder the League which return to him, as not done at all. 

If a man will be wicked , he muſt execute his buſineſſecun- 
ningly, or not meddle at all ,otherwiſc he doth iniurie to his oc- 
y_ Fw ar : 'ould ncedes _ riſe m_ gue, 
chey ſhould haue begun by ſcazing on , 
reng they could not compaſle Garthey ow "1 A atternp=+ 
ted nothing . But what ? euery © his time : and he hut 
muſt makea bad ende, muſt boos to doe cuill, for cuil neuer 
commeth of well doing : : for it isan excellent thing, todo well 
to haue well : to liue well,to die well : and to begin well,to end 
well, ith vertue only isto berewarded with honor. 

Ir is not unpoſlible for a confſpiracie againſt a King to _ 
effeR : but linger it neuer ſo little 1t is hard co bring ic to 
| And the League hath lingered too long in France tobe 
th attaine any good ſucceſſe. It is ſaid that the Portingall —_— 
doconcciue of the wind:euen ſo was the League conceiued, but 
that which is bred of wind, ſhall returne into wind and ſmoke, 


quake in her belly.She wil waſt ofher 7 won breed brauls, 

quarcls & diſcontentmets. Where thereis no lawfull head encry 

man will be Maiſter,& when by reaſon of copetitors el 
ſeeingany ſufficient 


not,they grow to ement:alſonot 

recompence preſently , or any future hope, will knowerhac 
without any net they haue ſnared chemſclues in too great a La- 
byrinth,& thertoce will retire before they dard es 
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ſhal return to his farſt 66 4" I 
came outot the bortomleſle _ ſhall returne game ”=_ 

| will ſhe make ſome defenſe, a al 
| with her only countenance eaketoremerieKin | err 
| ices: burns ſuch a dogge barketh,that mak ſoule to 
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wire mile cat ildos KT weadhan t 
a it LE 
norable and acertame hope : \ worny Jock viſedam to ha- + Ps 
zard both life and ypon a hope, full of diſho- ws aut 
nor and infamie. If therefore in this aftion there were no more 
in effeRt, but the Kings 


co 
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|, more honour and fafetic on 

gpu meh Lage: for albeit 

en yet can the nothing to 
prenrs err a AY at ſtand with the 
king,canno Gore reproch, be- 


Ih mos ne we oniegins una 
ions ceninpdabe returne to the king, for peraduenture 
knewnot the drifts of the League, when they embraccd it, 

when aan is once iN ,he ROORADAS 
Pm c taſk, they are ſoone gJlutted, and the French man remem- 
breth him ſelfe.Euen ſo was the League embraced as a noueltie, 
but at length men will grow wearie and giue it ouer, I will not: 
forget one pretie part thatthe League x 2 with the Lord of 
Boneide Gouernour of Thoul. For v4 ypon great goodwill to 
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haue had-« wk 
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ceaue the Sor ered 

fauour, it could donothing againſt 

then can it now continue _ quote: it? Afr 
ſome gor cows ene ell rene ome leanc and pi 

iſſue, ar an. d: for God is _ 
proteftor of ut ans 
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